agon to trim 
nuclear arsenal 


Officlally, the administration linc 
remains thal no discussions are 
expectecl before {he Russian parlia- 
mem coplvles is latesl discus. 
sions of Slarl 2. A vote in lhe lower 
house could come uexl mouth, 

But with Mir Clinlon's presenla- 
tion uf (he federal buclget fur 2OO0N tr 
lhe newly eleclud Congress just 
weeks away, and will lhe annual 
Stale of the Union speech due on 
January 20, the prussure on the 
administration to find extra savings 
is intensifying. 

Aclministration officials believe 
thal lhe budget pressures ure tveıı 
ınore claurting in Moscow, ancl (hal 
they open up lhé possibilily thal 
Russia's ecunoutic crisis will fî 
force the parliamenl te ratify Sa 
Regardless uf events in Moruw, 
ther are incrensing signs that the 
Clînlon adnıinistraliun is preparecl 
to press on nlone. 

"You will inevitably sec us lake 
some unilateral actions . . , le nude 
ernise our forces and maybe 
streamline our forves," the heacl uf 
US strategic command, Adnuiral 
Richard Mies said. 

Aside from ihe budget squeeze, 
political presaures for a US initiative 
are also increasing. In a speech last 
week a Denıocralc senator, Bob 
Kerrey, called on the administration 
to make unilateral nuclear cuts to 
reagsure Russia and re-energise the 
reduction process. 

Under Start 1 the US has reduced 
its strategic nuclear warheads from 


Martin Kettle in Washington 


HE Pentagon is planning big 
uniluteral reductions in Ihe 

Unilel Sales’ nuclear 
weapuns arsenal, according lu re- 
porls in Waslıington which midilary 
chiefs conspicuously failcel 10 (leny 
un Momlay. 

If implemented by (he Clinton 
administrion and approved by 
Congress, Ihe culs would lake U% 
sluckpiles below the 3,0 war- 
hvarls level alowed by the Starl 1 
arıns limitation trraty, and woulcl 
save the Pentagon hundrecls uf mil- 
lions ol dollars, 

Washington's readiness lu press 
ahead wilh iı fresh ruund uf cuts 
came ns lhe US defence secretary, 
William Cohen, rounclly atlackecl 
the German government's propos- 
als lor Nalo to adopt a "no first use" 
nuclear weapons policy. 

“It is an ilegral part of our strate- 
gic concept and we think it shoul 
remain cxactly as it is," Mîr Cole 
said. “Tlıere is good rationale for 
keeping it as it is." 

The German-US arguınent is 
likely to intensify in the build-up to 
Nato's 50th anniversary summit in 
Washington next April, and will 
inevitably put other European Nato 
powers — including Britain — on 
tle spot. But the Pentagon's deter- 
mination to stamp on any rethink of 
the doctrine co-exists with its evi- 
dent readiness to cut US stockpiles, 
another issue with lınplications for 
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nationalists and self-styled Cossacks 
did fight on the Serblan side in the 
Yugoslav wars, and there are indis- 
putable ties linking Serbian extrem- 
ism, post-Soviet conflicts such as 
the war in Moldova, and radical 
Russlan politicians such as the anti- 
semite MP Albert Makashov, whom 
Starovoitova clashed with a few 


days before her death. nuclear powers such as Britain, 10,000 to about 7,000. Last year Mr 

“The most likely version is that For several weeks the Clinton ad- | Clinton and President Yeltsin of Rus- 
the hand of the red-brown bigots is | nıinistratlon and Pentagon officials | sla agreed that they would begin 
behind this,” said Sergei Alexeyev, | have been privately discussing ways | talks on reductions to 2,000-2,500 


In which nuclear weapons levels can 
be reduced below Start 1 levels 
without waiting for Russla ta ratify 
the Start 2 treaty. This pact de- 
mands a reduction of nuclear ‘war- 
heads to 3,000-3,500 and was slgned 
in 1993, but it has been befûre the 
Russlan parHament ever since. 

On Monday the Pentagon sald 
that no report on fresh arms reduc: 
tlon plans had been circulated to Mr 
Cohen, but this limited denial 
underlines the lUkellhood that the 
issue is about to return to centre 
stagê. 


deputy chairman of the executive 
committee of Democratic Russia's 
St Petersburg branch. “Galina 
spoke in favour of passing a Îaw on 
the forbidding of communist and 
fascist activity in Russia. She consid- 
ered both equally dangerous for 
democracy. The communists stated 
that this was a witchhunt. And now 
we see that the red-browns went 
s-hunting themselves,” 

The evidence 1s circumstantlal, 
Yet there, İs a well of hatred sunk 
deep into Russia of which General 
Makashoay is only the. mouth, There 


warheads each, once Start 2 was 
approved . 


Comment, page 14 
Washington Post, page 17 


Saddam alde 3 
survives attack 


Indonesia mobs 4 
target Christians 


are numerous fascist and extreme The principal pressure on the 

neocommunist groups who share a | Pentagon is financial. Russia's delay Chinese face 8 

viclous antkSemitismn with a broader | in signing Start 2, and a US law | death by smoking 

hostility towards all forelgners and a | prohiblting unilateral cuts below . 

cult of militaria. And in Russia, | Start 1 levels, mean the US defence | grjtjgh beef 9 

weapons are all too easy to come by. | department is having to spend huge i اا‎ 1 
Sftarovoltova was one of the few | and growing sums maintaining — Î baék on menu 

remaining active . liberals leat 4 aT E ons it : 

early days of Yeltsin's ant-commu- | has committed itself to scrapping. 

a who combined all the | ` According to one report, the Alistair Cooke 28 

facets that the extremists actively | costs of delay will mount steeply. | ‘looks back at 90 

despise and many ordinary Rus: | Over the. two years the Pentagon. 1 ا‎ 

slans passively dislike —_ multicuk: | has spent $95 million it would have. rra 

turallam, political plurallsm and the | saved had Start 2 taken effect. ‘Netherlands û 5 

idea of a law-based soclety. But she | The US, navy alone faces spensl-. Norway NK 18 

went further: she was radical on | ing more than $5 billion between Portugel E300 
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An elderly man in St Petersburg offers flowers to Galina Starovoitova’s memory 


A shot in the heart of democracy 


nary people vented their grief at the 
death of someone who still dared to 
fight the fight against cynicism they 
had given themselves up io. Politi- 
cians have wrung their hands, de- 
tectives and forensic scientists have 
swarmed over the crime scene — 
and no one has been charged. No 
one lıas been tried, No one Is guilty. 

Starovoitova, an MP representing 
the party Democratic Russla, died 
from three bullets to the head after 
entering the stairwell in the canal- 
side tenement in central St Peters- 
burg where she had her flat. 

She died immediately. Her 
spokesman, Ruşlan Linkoy, who 
was with her, was hit in the back of 
the head and in the neck, but şur- 


There Is a well of 
hatred sunk deep 
Into Russla. And’: 
weapons are ali too 
easy to come by 
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Rugby League 


Kiwis denied 
a whitewash 


اله ا ج کک 
Andy Wilson at Vicarage Road‏ 


REAT BRITAIN's 23-23 

draw against New Zealand 
last Saturday avoided a white- 
wash and will have given them 
heart abead of the 2000 World 
Cup. 

Neil Tunnicliffe, the chief 
executive of the Rugby Football 
League, had compared the back 
ground to the third Test to thatol 
the third in Sydney 10 yeara ago ا‎ 
when an injury-hit Great Britain, |' |. 
written off after a 34-14 mauling) |' ¦ - 
by Australia in Brisbane, 
achieved a stunning 26-12 
success. That victory marked 
the start of seven years of | 
international credibility, 

Midway through the second 
half here the Lions were staring | . 
at a repeat of the second Test 7 


1 
1 


capitulation at Bolton. The won- 
derfully talented Kiwis tore an 
eight-point half-time deficit to : 
shreds with three dazzling tries : 
by the Paul brothers. 

But this time Great Britain, 
led by their half-backs Scan 
Long and Tony Smith, nnd 2 
bolatcred by the impressive 
debutant hooker Terry Newton, 
hung inu and fought back. 

Long's individual try, the 
highlight of a bubbly firat 
starting appearance, cut the ۴ 
deficit to 22-16 and even after 
Stacey Jones's drop goal had 
given New Zealand extra breath | 
ing spnce, Great Britain forged أ‎ 


- 


78th-minute try from Smith fol 


lowing good work by Long, Keih |; 
Senior and ود‎ Ceren James Meekin Moscow Meek in Moscow 
Then they snatched the draw 

through Smith's first drop goal TE et years ngo, 
from the last kick of the game. woman in the biting 


wind of a dank October day 


1 ۴ ide 
“Grent Britain bave got o in Moscow, in front of the Palace of 


they canı build on for the World 


Youth, istening to a journalist speak 
Cup," said New Zealand's ng to a journalist speal 
generous coach Frank Endacott. 2 0 of mourners grieving 
“They've got some good players Yearold اا‎ yane 27 
who wilt be cherry ripe for the ees had heen lov, whose 
World Cup." So will New blown off by a suit- 


tase bomb in his office, 
real dividing line in Russia 
a ls not between communists 


‘Zcaland. 
The forward nucleus of this 


team — Stephen Kearney, ۴ democı 

Jarrod McCracken and the caf” |+ | and di E 
taln Quentin Pongla — each jg |: | Feaker, Alexander Minkin. 
have at least two more Jem" |! | The woman was Galina Staro- 
them, and Henry and Robbie Tuitova, one of Rusala's most un- 
Paul have conıe of age on the: ising democratic idealists. 
international stage. Jones, 4 On Friday last week, she became 
runaway لا‎ e victim of the assassins 
may already be the ! 1 

acrum-half in the world atthe . j ical alles believe 


age of 22. : 
Andy Goodway, the Great 


with Tunniéliffe and the RFLS 
technical director Joe Lydon ® 


aqueeze some decent 3# 
tion for next year’s tri-serles inl 


Uke be Kholodor illog, te 
murder enters history 
a E ûs a turning-point in Ruussla's 
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tional win over a motley collection 
of carpenters, policemen, stuclents 
and computer consultants in their 
World Cup qualifier at the McAlpine 
Stadium, Hıudclersfield. 

Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, will not dwell long on the 
record 16 tries that helped pııt the 
Netherlaıntcls to the sword by 110-0 
as he considers his options for 
Sunday's game against ı dangerous- 
looking Italian side at the same 
Yorkshire venue. 

While il was pleasing to see Eng- 
land moving the ball sweetly 
through hands like French backs on 
a good day, it will be ınore relevant 
to discover whether they falter 


‘Britain coach, will now wok, - 


.| weeka;” anid Goodway. "Bu 


tered as a newspaper at the 


under pressure against the super-fit, 
shrewdly organised Itallans. 

Meanwhile Ireland dispatched 
Georgia 70-0 in their qualifier at 
Lansclowne Road, much to the relief 
of coach Warren Gatland who saw 
his side end a string of seven suc- 
cessive defeats. 

At Murrayfield despite a perfor- 
mance that was an improventent on 
their recent gruesome form, Scol- 
land still went clown to an emphatic 
24-8 defeat in the Tour match 
against the New Zealand Maoris. 


ا 
Up for grabs . .‏ 
South Africa's Pieter Rossouw‏ 


Rossouw counter-attacked, for once 
the tackle of Jenkins was mistimed, 
aud Van der Westhuizen was 
handed a gift try. 

He broke Welsh hearts, but 
Henry’s plan to pick a side which 
could match the Springboks and 
ylay bold, ball-in-hand rugby, had 
shaken the visitors. Scotlarl could 
feel the backlash this Saturday. 

As Mallett said: “We get judged 
on the quality uf our win rather than 
otir winning. No Springbok side 
since the sixties has had this bur- 
den of expectation, We're not look- 
ing for excuses, but it was difficult 
to prepare against a side we had not 
seen before. This was a different 
Wales, playing a different game.” 

Shane Howarth, the former All 
Black who had perfornıed so bril 
liantly on his Wales debut at full 
back, offered tle thought: "All the 
good work will come to nothing if 
we fall to beat Argentina next week- 
end." And he added: “How was my 
Welsh accent?" Sounded perfect, 
Shane, bach. 

Robert Armsiroug adds: England, 
mindful of the major hurdles round 
the corner, took only passing satis- 
faction from their biggest interna- 


32 SPORT 


Rugby Unlon International: Wales 20 South Africa 28 


Springboks tame 
the fiery dragon 


pared to be the whipping boys any 
longer." 

And so, as the game approached 
the end of 80 minutes, the teanıs 
were locked at 20-20 and Wales 
seemed at least assured of a “win- 
ning draw” to match England's 
2626 result at Twickenham last 
December which had deprived tle 
All Blacks of a 100 per cent record 
for 1997. The Springhoks then 
found lhe extıa reserves that dislin- 
guih great sicles fron1 good oncs. 

Trom a lineout close to the 
Welsh 22, Joost van cler Westhuizen 
attacked after' the ensuing maul. 
The scrunn-half's pass was knocked 
into the air by Johan Erasınus and 
Andre Venter, Erasmus'’s back-row 
colleague, plunged over. South 
Africa were off the ropes and six 
nıinutes into stoppage time, Franco 
Smith's third penally ensured a 15th 
successive Test win, 

The extra minutes had been 
added on by the Australiaıı referee 
Stuart Dickinson because of injuries 
— and a strenker. 

Welsh concentration was (lis 
turbecl, and the South Africans 
canıe stormiug back. Wave after 
wave of attacks crashed againsl the 
red defeıısiye wall. Images of Stan- 
ley Baker ancl Rorke's Drift kept 
hoving into view, until Wales were at 
last penalised for offside and Smith 
kicked an equalising penalty. 

Wales's fate was settled, though, 
In a calamitous two-minute period 
late in the first half. After 33 min- 
“utes the Springboks were, astonish- 

ingly, 14-0 adrift. Gareth Thomas's 
welktaken try after eight minutes 
and especially the three penalties of 
Jenkins brought back memorles of 
those Lions’ Test victories, 

But when Howley attempted to 
run a penalty from close to his line, 
Wales lost the ball, conceded a 
scrum and then, when their front 
row stood up, conceded a harsh 
penalty try. From tlıe restart Pieter 


lan Malin at Wembley 


COTT GIBBS was the fitst 
player down tle tunnel! at the 
en(l of this breathtaking 
malch. He never lookecl back as 
Nick Mallett the Springboks’ 
coach, put a consoling arnı around 
Gibbs's inconsolable leanı-males 
while the chants “Wales, Wales” 
reverberate(l arountl Wembley Sta- 
dium. 

Gibbs coukl ral wait for the cleso- 
late silence of the dressing-room. 
Because lıis leam hacl helicved tlıat 
not only cold they slarıd toe-to-toe 
with the world chanıpions, Lhey 
coulcl have beateı Lhenı. 

Wales, a nalion whose glorious 
history has been mocked by a 
wretclicd recent past, are also refus- 
ing to look back. Graham Henry, 
ıhe coach fron New Zealand for 
whom this was a baplism of fire, 
sakl of the 96-13 defeat in Pretoria 
last June: “Wè did net even think of 
thal day. We are not (welling on the 
past, just adapting to the present." 

Mast critics had dreaded another 
thuuping for Wales. luslead, the 
heavy tanks of South Africa, who 
had arrive in Britain intent ort 
rolling over the four' nations on suc- 
cessive Saturdays, needed 10 be 
extra flame-resistant. They were 
met by a dragon emerging from its 
cave and breathing fire again. 

Even the Welsh Rugby Union 
president, Sir Tasker Watkins, 
talked in doom] terma in the 
match programme of “staring 
an abyss" when he had witnessed 
the biggest defeat in history of a 
major rugby nation five months ago, 

But only three players survived 
from that under-strength side, and 
Gibbs, the captain Robert Howtey, 
Scott Quinnel and Nell Jenkins 
have been victorioua with the Lions 
in South Africa. The backbone of 
this Wales (eam are proud men and, 
as Howley said, “We were not pre- 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Climate change forecast The human race has survived all 


kinds of climate fluctuatiuns, but 


taken with a pinch of SAE | ine on toaly unaund eee 


the Persian Gulf area, presumably 
10o protect the flow of cheapish oil 
into its nation's lhirsty petrol tanks, 
overuse of which is leading to envi- 


The Week 
Briefly 


OB Livingston, a 55-year-old 


OUR clever. front-page ju Maggle € le O'Kane In Baghdad ing Ba'ath party in the southern city inspectors, just days after President 


conservative technocrat 1 
“information” contribute to the abil ronmental changes causing cleves. position of the Seplember: | and lan Blaek in London of akAmarah. Saddarn agreed to Pernt gt E eH 0 
ity to survive. lating events such as Hurricane | “Crisis in Wall Strecl" stnry, adt 8 Government officials are nervous E e ited sional Republicans {o succeed 
TRE arc essential differences Î ther informalion. Culling suhsidies If you wanted to give sound infor | Mitch, November 7 "Crisis jin Cet NE OF Saddam Hussein's | of travelling south of Baghlad, par- the 2 r 0 2 E 0 Newt Gingrich ha Speake, of ihe 
between estimates, exploratory | increnses fuel cost and thus electri. mation, you . would quote your | Jock Coats, Aınerica" story, almost lost is leading lieutenants nar- | ticularly to the hostile cities of Ker- | States anı ا‎ n. : 2 0 
calculations and forecasts ur predic | ity cast, sources, provicle hard facts to sup- | Oyorr dubted force for this reader wie; rowly escaped an attempted | bala and Najaf. On the road between | culty concems Iraq's refusal 
tions. May I recommend to Paul Does he mean tlıat by cutting sub- 2 


House of Representatives, 
porl your claim, “Thousands of cal 


looked down and saw, in boll cap, | assassinatlon, state television re- | the capital and the south this week | over documents requesicl by the 
Brown (Greenhouse effect worse | sidies the Chinese forced a drop In 1 


5 1 : ief UN arms inspector, Richard 5 
cılations made by the world's 8 unlerncath, an advertisement jjj ported this week. government forces could be seen | chief 1 2 ENNETH Starr's legal ethics 

than feared, November 8) that he consumption, with a saving in CO. biggest super-computer” are not Burma Cries Out ihe Royal Bank of Scotland prom: Izzat E aE a O ارت‎ that BEME irak e KENE Sam Dash, quit in 

read Chapter 15 of Small Is Reaut | emisstons? Did the increase in fuel | evidence. Who put what into the : ing “offshore aceounls" (read | dam's vice! ۵ jd Council, | the grenade incident would be ex- | bidden chemical biological protest at the independent coun- 

ful, by Dr E F Schumacher, before costs leacl to the closure of ineff | compuler? for intervention minimisalion scheıres”) oflering; | Revolutionary E light while ploited by the regiıne: “Saddam will | weapons programmes. So far Iraq sel'a deciajon to give evidence to 

he swallows whole and then regur- Î cient power stations which had | Paul Worthington, return of up to 85 per cent. was targeted in 4 

gilales such things as the Halley | emitted all that CO,? Or does he Reutlingen, Germany 


Centre far Climate Change’s recent believe that increasing fuel cosls 


allending a religious ceremony in | be trying to send a message that the | has resisledl, saying the documents 
"findings", would actually force an increase jı | wm 


Not quite hoisted on e ihe oly cily of Kerbala, Baghtlad | Iraqi opposition are a bunch of ter- | were either tınavailable or that their 


the impeachment inqtriry 
{OTHER very impressive cedi- pelard, nor evidence of ۾‎ dour 


1 ۶ against President an 
1 1 1 isi 'orists," saicl one exiledl official. release would jeopardise Iraq's na- | & WashIngton Dlary, page 
tion of Le Monde diplomatique | stanclarc; but I clo hoe just a jı; | Ieevision said. The attackers threw | rorists,” saicl 0 2 1 : a56 
Were he to look at ihem in detail | the thermal efficiency of power sta- 8 HOW Many People Can the | offers a timely reminder of the it enıbarrassing, and perhaps 1 Iwo grenades at Mr lbrahim as le Mr 1 ا ا‎ a ا 0 ا‎ Britain respondecl by a 

he would almost cerlaînly find that a | tions and hence reduce their emis | Î Earth Support, the distinguished | ror that is Burma. Much coııcern almonitory? gol oul uf his car, Several of lis Û dam E 5 He; 0 e et criticising Iraq's eal to hand | dent Clinton and Britain's ‘Tony ACK Kevorklan, the 

number uf (rents measured with | sions per" kilowatlhour generated? | biologist Joel Cohen wrote! “The | has been expressed by the inter | (Pro? Darid Corson, hılyguards were wounded. ا‎ 2 atl ا‎ e over E but made il | Blair hal thrvatened lo launch air American physician known 

‘loubtful accuracy have been put | Would thal life were that simple. more confidence someone places in | national community, and in particu | University of Taronle, Canada Monday's act of defiance in the | commander of the armel forces. 0 

into a ınallıemalica! model of co But, keep on reporiing on this | an unconditional prediction of what | lar certain members of Asean, over 


mainly Shia cily follows attacks last Meanwhile Iraq has again been | clear lhal no military aciion was | strikes without warning at the first 
plelely unknown accuracy {0o pra- | enorınously important topic, please. | will happen in human affairs, the 


as Dr Death, is challenging lhe 
duce the "startling findings” which | Don Mf 


the arrest of Anwar Ibrahim in re- 


wreck on local members of the ru ,obsiructing the work of UN weapons | planned, even though both Presi | sign of [ragi inlransigentce. E 0 
outage, legs confidence you should place in | cent (lays, and this should be wel- S ALWAYS, like when sonu m= چ‎ SO iim giving fatal injeetions to ın 
lic reports in dlelail, To treat such Serres-ekMfoniguyard, France that predictlon." comed by all concerned with human suggested that all the Falkbr: ki h terminally il patient who wus 
“fintfiigs*” as serious [orecasla js That is why multinational corpo- | rights, islanders and all their sheeys shout Israel fr ees ur IS then seen dying on camera. 
hudicrous, rations and conservative think-tanks It would be unfortunate, however, | ave been transporterl to a Shethr’ 
we turn te Fred Pearce’ article | 4T"HE figures show that the | will gloat over the Hadley Centre's | ifthis Concern were not exlendecl to | islancl to sulve the crisis witlı whit h d eds of 
on page 27 we have much ınore Earlh İs heating up fast, witlı report. Concrete facts give plenty of | Burma — a fellow member of Asean | Mrs Thateher claims ener un ۲ 


food for thought, and a reasonable 1998 already the hottest year since 
selection of {dens from a huge | reliable records began 140 years 
conference. But again, beware the ago.” For which parts ol the world 
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coalition HE balile for ا‎ 0 
France's far right Nutlona 

set to fall ER wid ro CDCR lh an 


uppteal court ed 0 
Maric Le Pen’ disqualification 
Cirle Mortis Ankara > fram holding public office he- 
HE Turkish parlîavent was this | cause of violence during last 3 
werk debating a necunfitlence | year's general election camjmiyn. 
mrtion, which is alnıost cerlain 1a 
bring down the government aller 
munths uf allegations that senior EATHER IHlill, the only 
figures are corrupl and Jinked lo candidate from Australia's 
gangsters, rightwing One Nation party to 
Uııless the prime minister, Mesut | win a seat in the recent election 
Yilnıaz, can put together a new | could be prevented from enter- 


cause for alarm. We poison the land, 
the air, and the walters, We pour 
gases into the atmosphere, some 


and in the grip of a regime playing | Pinochet assisted Brilaln so eiu: 8 
in an altogether different league of | ciotısly, the answer to wliat 3 PrisONerS 
oppression. with the former clictalor is siuplet 
Unlike Malaysia, whiclt detains | the extreme: release hin to live 
Anwar under some old colonial Belgravia with Maggie: a late wo. | David Sharrock In 
laws, the Burmese military regime | than exirarlition ûr exeeutiun. Maythalun, West Bank 
barely cven pretends to adlere ia Denis Hawthorne, W good lı 
due process and the rule of law. | Redbank, New jeer, US| ١ n 1 a 1 


Human rights monitors routinely serving Palestinian prisuner 
recor the regime's arrest of hun- 


dreds of elected represenlatives, ils YF WHAT strange inlerprvlati: 0 e ire 
repression of dissent, ils perpelUil uf lhe law can the wurd "sote: West Bank and released 250 prison- 
tion of lorlure, ils use of slave | wig" bı appliecl tu a dictator wl ers, including Mr Ne'irat, the old 
labour, and its role in the trafficking | usurped puwer by military nig man seemed to think there was lilile 
of drugs. who murfered scures uf cuunlt: 


seduclive numbers: “By cutting sub- | did “reliable records" begin 140 | with known, and more with un- 
sidies for coal China had triggererd 


efficiency gains al power stations 
that reduced CO, emissions by 155 
million tonnes a year" — a virtually 
meaningless slatement without fur- 


years ago? And 140 years is a tear known, effects. The list could EÛ on 
drop in ihe ocean, affording no sta- | and on. Perhaps, worst of all, we 
tistical significance al all. In Anglo- | destroy the forests tlıat provide the 
Saxon England vineyards were | best hope tlıat nature miglıt recover 
cultivated as far north as Yorke. from tlıe devastation we spread. 

Too-precise predictions are some- 
thing else again, The exploiters 
lwist scientists’ and environmental 
isis" honest doubts. People don't 
know wlıat to believe, Why worry? 
Frank Stewart, 


coalilion which is acceptable to | ing parliament if she is found not 
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Somalia faces! 
threat of أ‎ 
new famine 


س 
David Gough In Xuddur‏ 


Nigeria beggared by lootocracy 


Cameron Duodu j| _ His wife Maryan was more | in the United States. As a result, 
ا‎ [terested in money, A few weeks | Chagoury was able to "attend a 
TIVE months after the death of | after his death, she was stopped at | White House holiday dinner with 
Nigeria's military dictator, | Kano airport trying to leave for | President Clinton" in 1997 for 250 
General Sani Abacha, the | Saudi Arabia "to rest” after the or- | top Democratic National Cornnuittee 
amount of money revealed to have | deal of her husband's funeral, She | donors, although Chagoury was 
been stolen by him and his family ڼ‎ was travelling with 38 suitcases, “not a party contributor and could 
"| has become 30 staggering that his As a Muslim woman, she would | not legally give to the Democrats", 
name now stinks more richly even | have been expected to go into Mallam Molıammed Haruna, 
than that of Mobutu Sese Seko of | purdah when she arrived in Saudi | chief press officer for the new head 
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic | Arabia. So the amount of luggage | of state, General Abdulsalauıi 
of Congo). she was carrying for such an | Abubakar, toll reporters iıı Abuja 
Mobutu hid his stolen wealth in | austere rite aroused suspicion. Tle | that full-scale investigations are : 2 
secret bank accounts abroad, but | suitcases were seized antl found to | goiug ahead to try to locate any of ۴ ¥ . ٠ a. 1 
the Abacha family preferred ready | befull of foreign currency. Abacha's ınoney hidden abroad. 2 5: ٠ E ا‎ 
cash. According to the government One of Abacha's sons was also His greed has added a word lo | Women beg on Sani Abacha Way in Kano PHOTO: DAVID GUTTFNFELDER 
that look over from him on June 8, | caught with about $100 nuillion on | the African political dictionary — 
uo less than $750 million in foreign İ him. During his fatlıer’s rule, he | lootocracy. Abacha dleliberalely | Abacha's former securily adviser, | rian's cxpulsion (rom the Comuion- 
currency has been retrieved from | drove two differently coloured | starved Nigeria's two ojl refineries | ishmacl Gwarzo. Gwarzo himself | wealth after Abacha's brulal execu- 


war-torn southern Somalia, for 
the second time in six years. The |’ 
United Nations World Food Pro 
granıme says as many as 300,00 
pvople are al imminent risk of |: 
starvation. 

Edward Kallon, the WFP's pre j 
gramıne co-ordinator for Somalia, 
said: “The situation is critical and 
WFP has no option but lo divert all 
available resources to saving lives in 
Bay ind Bakoal.” 


HE threat of famine hangs over | 


Mr Kallonı added that if the inter. ıhe family. Ferraris dlespite the traffic jams in | of the funds they nceded lo stay j also hancled over $250 nillion, | tion of Ihe Ogoni wriler Ker 
nalîural uuuuurily dk aul act mır ; As a result, Abacha is being com- | Lagos and most Nigerian cities. operational, As a result — auıcl even | which he had withdrawn a few days | Siıro-Wiwa and cigll other Oponi 
mediately, there would be severe memoratedl in songs of abuse, writ- A further two to three billion clol- j though it is one of (he world's nosl | befor: Abacha ciiedl. euvironınenln activists. 
famine in the area early nèxt year. ten spevially for him. One goes: j lars are estimated to be in the hands j important oil-producing vuuttries The money was fo have been Anwther West Afrian presitlent 


Bay iınd Bakool, the raditional 
breadbasket Jistıicls of Somalia, an 
worst hit, wilh food slrorlages , 


“Abacha, Sani Abachal A-butcher of | of Abacha’'s foreign Ifroutmen. | — Nigeria regularly ran short of | Laken to a conference of the Organi- j whose electioneering was bankrullecdl 
Abuja! Alive, you were a kleptocrat. | Abacha made use of the services of j petrol. Abacha would wail for rivts j sation of African Unity, to be clistrib- | by Abacha is said to be Presiclent 
Dead, you've turned a lootocrat! No | Lebanese merchants, particularly | at petrol stations, then give licences | uted 1o African heals of state whom | Matthieu Kerekou of Benin. 


bruught un by 1 civil war that lis wonder Kama Sutra, Snuffed out | the Chagoutıry brolhers, for his over- Û to his business cronies to imporl re- | Abavchıa wanted lo influence. In providing information te the 
displaced a large number of people. , | your stinking aura." seas financial operations. fined fuel into the country. They Newspaper reports in Nigerin ÎÛ now authorities, Gwitrzs is lrying lo 
Fluutls early in the year andl lhe laik ; 


The reference to the Kama Sutra The Washington Posl reported | could charge whatever they liked | have forced Ghana's presiclenl, | protect hiusulf, for 
alludes lo reports that Abacha met | un November 22 last year tliat |j because of the "short notice” they | Jerry Kuwlings, ta deny Lal Abacluı | novive in tbe luuloct: 
lıis endl during anı overzealous Lryst | Gilbert Chagoury made "a cuııtribu- | lıad been given. gave bim $5 million (hrough Gwarzo Û Abubakur™ ¢ 
with 1wo courtesans, and thal he | tion of $460,000" {o Vote Now +6, an ‘The retavery of the $750 million | in November 196, arı electiou year. Î (iwarze own vhoice prapert 
lad imported Viagra pills for the | organisation closely associaled wilh | from Ihe Abaclıa family was made Abacha wanled hin {u win so Dull j in the federi pilal, Abuja. Ho is 
nevasintl. the Democralic National Committee | pussible by (lhe squealing of ! he coukl continue to oppose Nige- Û under house arrest. — Fhe Obserrrer 
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urê uf recent rains have conıbined 
lo worsen the crisis. 
This area was wurst hii by ' - 
1 famine uf 199-2 which killed ! 
vamlalisecl mosque. Hundreds of News of the carnage «cuickly | ings on either side in an attempt lo | 452,00 people. Oy 
people, many claiming to be from a | spread to other clıurches, whiclı | burn the churcl, Hope. a military int 
group called Ihe Front to Defend Î were evacuated. "There were about Hundreds of Iruops and riol po- j Ihe Unilecl Stiles, was designed I 


Muslim rioters toas debris on to a car they karta 


Islam {PFT), first threw stunes al the | 30 of us in the building when we | lice were deployed to the area but | vusure safe Jistributitn of Inu ail. 3 ; أ‎ 
Proteslant church anl then | heard whal was happening,” said | they, too, were «et upon. but ended in expensive failure. usslan voice of reason | 
stormed the building, quickly set- | the Rev Andrias Kambuno, vicar at a Most of the violence occurred in Since 191, when the dictator NM ا س‎ . ۱ 
ting il aliglıt. church about 3km from the scene of | the city's Chinatown bul the Chinese | hunmed Siad Barre was forceıl l0 OBITUARY Incing the threat of forced expulsion 


in retaliation. Starovoitova travelled 

Galina Starovoltova ta the region with the human rights 
campaigner Andrei Sakharov, with 

ALINA Starovoitova, who died | whom she would later work closely 


Those insicle fled out the back but | the first assault. “We got everyone | were not singled out. “This is more 
three people were caught by the | out and locked all the doors." Five j of a religiousethnic issue,” saitl 
mob and hacked to death, The bod- | minutes later it was attacked. Solaiman Chanclra as he guarded a 
ies were tlıen jumped upon and The congregalion of another | church. “But there is also an eco- 


Nee the cuuntry, Somalia has been 
without i ceniral government all i 
rulecl by ınilitias who figlt ach 
uther for' regional cuntrol. 


Born in the Urals city of 
Chelyabinsk to a Belorussian father 


time last well as ııe Sonal ¥aS a long way from the crime-‏ أ Mm‏ ا أ 
Ailing Yeltsin eets Jiang famine ol 199 said Brenda Barton. ۴ tinged end of the political spectrum.‏ 
an informaliun officer with the WF. A cechair of the reformist Demo- | and a Russian mother, Slarovoltova 3 : : : :‏ 
James Meek in Moscow | arm gestures but it waa impos | cratic Russia party, she was a liberal Î graduated from the Leningrad Col The attitude of rival life offices and independent advisers‏ 


politician who championed unpopu- | lege of Military Engineering in 1966, 
ble to tell what he was saying. dohn Ryle, page 14 pioı npopur ge y Engi 1 ۴ چ ر‎ 
OUBTS about whether Boris | This show of life may not save lar causes, took an MA in social psychology towards (The) Equitable is similar to that of the rest of Europe 


a While the Duma, the lower house | from Leningrad University in 1971, atan” 
lhose on welfare reform, immigra- Yeltsin wil! be able to cling to | him from the ignominy of forced A. HE lower HOSE : 
tlon nnd privatisation, are derived | office until his retirement Hn retirement if e ificient political e Ruslan parliament, to which | and in 1980 gained a E 1i towards Switzerland: a mixtuze of sour grapes and admiration 
from those of Alain Juppé, 2000 intensified this week as it | pressure builds up to peraunde 1995, یا‎ elected in | social ا‎ u E USSR ICALTIMES SEEK 
Mr Juppê, the former Gaullist | was revealed that the Russian hia immedlate circle, in partlcu- alist and hardlirn lae ا‎ f elen hı he 
prime minister, led the right to dê- | president had been admitted to lar his family, to tell him he must mained an RV i e ked f 2 17 e e tol 
teat in June 1997. Communists and | hospital with pneumonia. step down for health reasons. te of policles born م‎ ced bli hi ي‎ e 1987 0 han you declde to mabe the cost of your By taking lea of your money we invest more lor 
Greens in the conlition have created | Fighting to show he could atill The most likely successor i esa, pubs. Le Ed surplus income, koop the abaya in mind. ` your fotare. Our charger are some of the lowest of all 
a similarly hostilily io Mr Jospin in | be head of state, Mr Yeltain, would be the prime minister, a oy of a Tr e Tho Equitable Life has been in the businens of sound companies surveyed in the UK, a clarging structure - 
the run-up to European eleclons | aged 67, refused to cancel a Yevgeny Primakav. Canatitution- ا : 5 ا‎ 8 0 O idles 5 investment since 1762. Our highly tax-efficleat which applies to our interaatlonal plans. We don't bave 
next June. meeting with the Chinese presi- İ ally, he is already Mr Yeltain’s 8 a gd) P n e i a free elections international plans are based on thelr successful UK nny’ shareholder to pay, and wo don"! pay cornmission 
They have been joined by the | dent, Jiang Zemin, inviting him | stand-in, and has in manıy re- 3 took o f Ca of Peo- |! counterparts, where years, oF consistent performance to thirl parties for the introduction of now business - 
Socialist party left wing, a quarter of | into hla room in Moscow’s spects become Russia's leader. n n Dies E ا‎ e aa — |i an a unique combination, ef benefits have made us which goes « long way to orplatriug why we doal with 
the executive. Marie-Noelle Liene- | Central Clinical Hospital, where In the past, Mr Yeltain’8 ail- pi ونورا‎ ae norzinated by an 8 و‎ Litora for longer than thoy care most of our cents direct. 
mann last weekend accused Mr | he was admitted on Sunday. ments caused stock marketa to 2 Sur pHee E ا‎ tHitute ا‎ an iê? ا ر‎ 1 
Jospin of restricting party demo- Russian television showed tremble, Since the collapse of menian research ine! in to rmembar. 


Armenian constituency and elected 
in 1989. In the new parliament — 


cracy, while another leftwinger, 


almost surreal silent footage of - | the rouble and Mr Primakov’s 
Julian Dray, said he had embarked 


the leader of the world’s largest rise, the situation has changed. 


Our International frivestment Plan offers 
security, the prospeot of real capital growth, and 


5 1 lons were broadcast live : ha fax the ko 
on 4 programme of “creeping | country and the leader of the On Monday Moscow’a stock whose gess : the kind of Oexibillty that matches tho changing Jul past or fax the coupan, or vlalt wn an to 
privatisation" — a reference to sell | world's most populous siting market soared. an ا چ‎ — she e E circunustances of expatrlata life. Intemet to find out how cur plans can be custam- 
offs in teleconımunications, banks Î opposite each other. Mr Yeltsin regi E i ا‎ dei Your savings lor a apcclal goal or retirement nade to help build your capital ar secure your 
and air Lransport. ا‎ made characteristic extravagant | Washington Post, page 18 و‎ . 2 par ra e apoke Up for parla j. .. tneome won't be locked Into a fixed term. You can „  rotiroment r include your telephone numbac and well 

Six French rel uulons joined the : n LE | mentary control over the ministries invat in Sterling oc US Dollars, vay your contjbutieps . be. happy to cal you. . : 
اا ا‎ ri e . . 5 N is of defence and of the interior, and the without penalty, and choose from single ar combined ’. ۰ -< -. 1.0. 7 
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tat ê hune om any o «| Argentina confronts links with Naz taraw deal ` | KCB She vas cleded ts be human | cavinleiorikpel imine 
0 a and better lions 1 . . 4 Rai of ton, He 2 Jun 2 1990 while hel im in ۴ 4 
in France. Protests are planned by | UK] Goni In Buenos Alres. . | willimake public their first report on | the Nazi-hunting organisation, 1 ne. سی : ت‎ E ا ا س‎ 
٤ ki Goni in Buenos Alres thelr lavestlgationa thls week Simon Wiesenthal Centre. £ Congress was 8 8, 


catlons and job centre workers. Crillcs are disappointed’ bye Starovoitova gained election to thle 


RGENTINA is slowly drawing At issue is Argentina’s “neutral 


1 THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY 1 


: 8 8 Macoenp Gar ty n I2? ` 

EU unions see deregulation plans aslde the veil on the refuge'Î ity” during the second world war Ceana puts on Naz e e tebooe ie e O aor لار‎ SEMER 
drawn up by the European transport | granted. by ‘its late president, Juan | and the possible connivance be- | inats in Argentina. The cO gg some conumunists and natianallita | qar ted to ie NOTRE Y Gahê ب --— سل .ر اور س ا ا‎ MM 
conımissloner, Nell Kinnock, as | Perén, and his wife Evita to fugitives | tween Argentina, the Vatican and Î says only 150 war cimle ine She became widely known in the | of St Pe ا‎ ‘The following year | ` ا‎ ۸ EEE: 00 
another form of privatisation. of Hitler's Third Reich during the | the Allies to hide a reserve of ant | Argentina, not “housan : | ler Sovlet period باو ا ا‎ a crib of the | len iemaiel n tiie: DO dirleg bUeDdm & 1 1 REE 

Mr Kinncck told EU transport | late 1940s and early 1950s, when the | communist Nazis in Latin America. | have estimated she had a | Democratic Russia leadership. : r E EEE ا‎ RES ك‎ 
ministers on Monday that only | country became a haven for Nazi Î *This is a painful process for us," | : In recent yeares Af ira) : ; 9 : : SST EKEN 2 لب ج‎ 8B 
14 per cent Ep at aa: Gean war inal, 3 le et Org ni: Guido ranted: cima eq د‎ € : ;,Armeni a e E |. mme e He allele f em, 1 7, 
carried by rail because of compet | Historians from all over the world | Di Tella: But splits are already open- | 1996, It e: : - ت ا لالت‎ : a : و‎ Ne 
tion fom road haulers, and that | who make ‘up the government's | ing up within the commission. who participated in the re 8 Nagornc-Karabakh en Galina Veallévna Starovoliova, ethno: 1 چ ج ی و کچ ن ری ی اا ا‎ .. : 
there might be no rail traffic at all | Commission for the Clarlflcation of | “I this is going to be the officlal | 335 Italians in 1944. firmed hi e majority Armenlan' pop. | gran ا لی‎ born Mey.17. 1 e ea E 1 
by 2012 unless restrictions on state | Nazi Activities ln Argentina (Ceana) | version then-it's unacceptable,” said | Italy's appeal court eet e sought selfrule ani لاا‎ Newêrnber 20, 1098... : 
rail operators were removed. are conferring iı Buenos Aires and | Shimon Samuels, vice-president of | sentence of life Impris . : . 
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Jakarta mob hacks Christians to death 


John Agllonby In Jakarta 


HOUSANDS of Muslims ran 
amok in the Indonesian capi- 

1al Jakarta last weekend, 
hacking at least seven Christians to 
death and injuring scores more as 
decp-seated animosities erupted 
into more than eight hours of street 


The byslerîcal rioters then 
turned their fury on Christian 
neighbourhoods, stoning and bur'n- 
ing houses and shops ill afternoon 
unlil brought lo (heir senses by the 


"We are Jslamic gentlemen and 


hey are Christian pigs," one young 
man sald belween throwing stones 


which was-running rormally.-Euro—l-hospital, post office, telecommuni 


violence. 


A weck after 18 people were 
killed in lhe city in several (lays of 
politicnl unrest, north and west 
Jakarta again reverberated to the 
sounds of gunfire, tear gas and 
burning brlldings as mobs of Ja- 
vanese Muslims rampaged through 
the sircets te (lestroy all Christian 


symbols. 


Al least 11 churches were at 
lacked. One was razed 1o the 
graomel, three badly burnt, .threc-} . 
alkers seriously clamaged und the 
rest had windows smashed and 


doors beaten in. 


clusk call to prayer. 


into a barricaded Christian alley. 


Most uf ihe anger was dircctedl 
lnwarls the community from 
Ambon, a Christian island 2,800kr 
cast of Jakarta. H was sparked by 
rumours that Aınbonese wlıo had 
been gambling last Saturday burnect 
three Jakarta mosques during pre- 
dawn prayers. The reality was that a 
few stones were thrown at one 


nosquê. beater with sticks. An ear was cut | church barricaded the bullding well | nomic aspect. People are fedl u Like the famine in soullern aged 52 in a burst of auıtonıatic | in parliament. "I think thal a nation's 
The retaliation began with an at- Î from one body and paraded tri- | enouglı to prevent the mob enter. | with beng poor and I ls clear they Sudan, Somalia's lood shortages ar¢ . | Funfire outside her flat In St Peters- | right to selfdetermination is more 
tack on the nearest church to the | unıphantly around the street. ing, so the rioters set fire to bulld- | wanted to vent their frustratlon.” mostly manmade. “We are very’  Durglasl week, is the latest Russian | important than tle idea of state 
worricıl by the parallels tliat we ar politician to fall victim to assassins. | sovereignty," she declared, to the 

seeing witlı . .. southern Sudan this j „, | But unlike many others, Starovoltova | fury ofthe Azerbaijanis. 


Rail strikes bring chaos 
to roads across Europe 


Paul Webster In Parls 


All. traffic ground to a halt 

across the Continent on Mon- 
day as rail workers began strikes 
against European Union plans ta 
open the frelght market to competi- 
ton. 

Sîrikes strandecl passengers and 
goods in Belglunı and severely dig- 
rupted rail Lraffic in France, Greece 
and Luxembourg. 

In Britain, Austria, Germany and 
the Netherlands rail workers ex- 
pressed opposition to the plans, but 
through leaflets, news conferences 
and letters to transport ministers 
rather than industrial action, unions 
sald. 

The strike action threatened to be 
most serious in France, where rail 
way workers called for an indefinite 
stıîke to start this weekend. A one- 
day stoppage severely affected 
French traffic on Monday. 

Exceptions included the Eurostar 
shuttle belween London and Paris, 


star trains to Brussels were severely 
disrupted. 

The strike call in France added to 
growing dissension in the leftwing 
coalition government and among lts 
sıtpportere. 

Tle Socialist prime minister, 
Liortel Jospin, whose popularity has 
sild in polis for the first time since 
his appointment 17 months ago, ap- 
pealed to government partners to 
stop quarreling. He faces allega- 
tions that his key policies, including 
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to say that this whole question is too 
imporlanl lo be deviled by opinion 
polls. Slarr himself said as nmuclı lo 
wards the en(l uf lıis presentation 
last weck. And, in a sense, these 
proteslations are right, Lel's give 
eredil where credil is clue. Tlese 
peuple are nal easily swayed. Tey 
have been oul lu get Clinlon lor 
years. 

This determination to impeach 
creales prublsms for Livingslun ; 
rather than Clinlun. Ht means thal 
there is no ticly exit strategy for ihe 
Republicans, Or, rather, il suggests 
that the Republican leadership is | 
prepared to see the impeaclmunl j 
efforl die on the (luor of the House, 
defeated by the Democrats and A 
decisive group of defecting Republi 
cans, mainly fı'om the Northeasl. 

All thls is part tragedy and part 
farce. But whal we are witnessing In 
Washinglon is also dangerous 
because H is driving the already 
debased political process of the US 
still further inlu disrepute. 

Of all (he crimes that polilicians 
can commit, this is (ruly the most 
unforgivable. 


Washington Post, page 17 


catlon to withhold approval of 

budget, and io 
threaten a no-confidence vote in the 
Comımission. This would have the 
effect of barring the 20 commission 


office again. 

There is much support for thls 
move in parliament, partly e 
of this year's catalogue of fraud an 
bungling, but also because e 
stitutional atruggle for a a 
increasingly e parliament IS 
coming to a head. 

The blame should mostly Ue اجا‎ 
bureaucracies of the mem 2 
states, which actually distribule 
money. Commission proposals 


1 tie looking o 
Finally, parllament is تشم‎ 
an excusê to show the Ceo ey 


have found one. Interes' Lik: |. 
nen is challenging Friedmann 10 

or In 
by the report. So far, thé auditor 
chlef las not risen to fhe eq. 


س س س ی 
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an 


ENR HIDE ار‎ 
IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS 


Democrats. Who now remembers 
Ihose anguished remarks which so 
many Democratic members of Con- 
gress macle, less than two months 
AgO, about Clinton's hehaviour? Or 
those tense September gatherings 
when asheır-faced Democrats came 
dow to the White House from 
Capitol Hill lo demand penanve 
from the president? 

In part, this fatalisn can be put 
down to the November 3 eleclion 
results in which “the American 
people” are widely deemed to have 
glven tlıeir verdict against the 
process. Certainly thal is the view, 
not jusl of the president, but also of 
the man now certain to become the 
next Speaker of the House, Con- 
gresaman Bob Livingston of 
Louisiana, who was unanimously 
nominated by his party last week. 
Livingston does not want to inherit 
an unpopular impeachment inquiry 
when he formally succecds Newt 
Gingrich on January 6. And that, in 
a nutshell, is that. 

The election results are not, how- 
ever, the only reason for such dis- 
plays of seclarian feeling. Among 
Clinton's recidivist Republican crit- 
ics, it has now become fashlonable 


laid out before them by Europe's | immediately after lhe report's publ 


own expert auditors, wlıo had to 


state that "the incidence of errors | Commission’s 


affecting the transactions underly- 
ing the Commission's payments is 
s0 high that the Court has had to 


give an adverse opinion on legality | ers from ever holding European 


and regularity”. This was a polite, 
accountants way of saying that if 
the EU were a company, its direc 
tors would either be bankrupt or in 
jail by now, 

The only kind words for the Com- 


misslon came from the British | between the Cormission 


labour MEP Terry Wynn from 
Merseyside, who said, “At least bud- 
get commissloner Erkki Lilkanen is 
genuinely trying to clean all this up, 
and reforms he has set iıı motion 
should improve matters.” 


Comınissioner Likanen looked-|- improve its own cash by 
an the_hrightsicle, noting. that-“tho systems are belg bloke ا‎ 
majority of both formal and sub- j national goverrıments, whlch 
stantlal errors occutred in the agrk | want lo give Commission 3! ey 
cultural and structural programmes, | too nıuch power to probe wha 
of which more than 80 per cent are | do wlth Europe's money. 


managed by the member states". So 
it wasn’t all down to him, Where it 


was, the commissioner promised re- Î who Is boss, and now r€ 


forms, transparency and siriplifled 
procedures. 


Behind all tlıis les a political in-’Î public debate on thé char! 


trigue. Bernhard Friedmann, the 
court president, is a German Christ 


iai Dexnocrat, whose MEPs voted | slaner’a bait. 


KALEN u cnn 


strong enough to justify a decision 
by the comnmılttee to recommendl inı- 
peachment,” Daslı wrote. But Starr 
eschewed such caution, pressing 
his case that Clinton had committe 
high crimes, for wlıich he should be 
intpeached. Thal was wlıy Dash re- 
signed — and why the Republicans 
cheered. 

Those cheers alone imply that 
the constilutionnl tension has gone 
out of this inquiry. Yet there is 
plenty of other evidence — most of 
it in the words and belıaviour’ of 
politicians of both parties, Clinton 
included, since the mid-term elec- 
tions, It all poirıts the same way. 

Hyde's words, and the standing 
ovation for Starr, appear to give the 
final lie to the impeachment inquiry 
as a serious constitutional process. 
These were the words and actions 
of men and woıneı who’ have 
ceased to prelend. Deep down, they 
know that they are now in some way 
going tlırouıgh the motions. 

As a result, the Republicans have 
stopped concentrating, and have 
allowed themselves to behave in 
ways which they would have 
avolded only a lew weeks ago. So, 
too, it should be noted, have the 


vestigation. Then, alter a brief break 
for lunch, he faced questioning 
tronmr, firatly, the Democrats’ lawyer 
Abbe Lowell and tlıen each of the 37 
members of the committee, Pausing 
for a sandwiclı in the tarly evening, 
he then squared up for an hour to 
Bill Clinton's lawyer David Kendall, 
before the day's events concluded 
with a much easier session İinvolv- 
ing the Republican counsel David 
Schippers, 

Hi was easy to forget amid the 
long hours of testimony ard ques- 
tioning what this occasion was re- 
ally aboul — or at least what it 
purported lo be, This was the first 
day of only {he third impeachment 
inquiry into a United States presi- 
dent in the nation’s history. If was, 
supposedly, a day of solemn serious- 
ness in û process of appareutly high 
constitutional gravity. 

In which case, how coulcl this 
have been appropriately described 
as a wonderftl day? And what did 
the standing ovation tell us, bearing 
in mind that it was given to a man 
whose job was to fincl the facts and 
reporl to Congress, burl who has in 
terpreled that job — as, it appears, 
he is enlitlecl to clo — as an invita- 
Ilon to construct a prosecıution case 
which dowııplays unfavourable evi. 
dence and which generally conceals 
1he motives and artiorıs of some of 
the case's most Important wit 
nesses? 

Such dangers were Inherent in 
Starr's acceptance of the invitation 
to give evidence last week, Almost 
inevitably, they placed him in the 
position of becoming party to the 
impeachment drive. Constitution 
ally, he was not supposed to do that, 
as his ethics adviser, Professor Sam 
Dash, argued In his powerful letter 
of resignation, delivered the follow. 
ing morning. 

"You have no right or authority 
under the law, as independent cour 
sel, to advocate for a particular posi 
{ilon on the evidence before the 
judiciary committee or to argue that 
the evidence in your referral is 
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Starr performance 
in a political farce 


1988 ۴ 
ashington diary 
Martin Kettle 


T THE end of Kenneth 
Starr's long day of testimony 

before the House judiciary 
committee last week, two notable 
things lıappened which failed to 
ınake the morning editions of the 
American papers. 

First, lhe commlitee chairman 
Henry Hyde expressed his thanks 
1o the witness, Starr had, after all, 
been givitg evidence since 10am 
that day, aııd it was now more tlıan 
12 hours later. $o he «leservecl the 
expression of grutitude extencled to 
hinı by the chairman. Yet {he worcls 
that Hyde chase were striking, He 
sald: "Thank you, Judge Starr, for a 
wonderful day. Thank you.” 

No sooner had we got over the 
shock of this glowing statemenl 
than another extraordinary thing 
happened: people in the Rayburn 
Builling committee room began to 
applaud. Around the seated Starr, 
they stood and clapped. On the Re- 
publican benches to Hyde's right, 
they also got to their feet, beaming 
and giving the independent counsch 
standing ovation as he rose and 
departed for his honıe in Virginia, 

Now it is true that Starr's perfor- 
mance was in some respects prodi- 
gious. For ınost of the nıorning, he 
read calmly from his long prepared 
statenıent on the Impeachment iİl- 


EU accounts add up to a bureaucratic mess 


balance sheet commitments by 
about 4,000 million ecu"; 
O The Commisslon was told that it 
cannot keep track of its funds: “The 
total value of advances or payments 
on account registered during the 
year as budgetary payments is 
understated by at least 4,126 million 
ecu"; 
O Then the Commission was told 
that it cannot keep reliable books: 
"The total amount of debtors repre- 
senting amounts owed by tlie ment- 
ber states to the Community 
institutions and disclosed in (he con- 
solidated balance slteet as 1,756.6 
million ecu is not accurately re- 
flected in the accounts”; 
.Q_.And...the -Commission often 
doesn't know whal it has spenl. 
“Bank account balances of the Com- 
munity are not accurately reflected 
in the balance sheet because 
amounts held in cerlain third coun- 
trles to a value of several hundred 
milllon ecu have been recorded as 
budget payınents Instead of assets, 
For the Phare programme alone 
{eastern Europe] the amount was at 
least 370 million ecu”, 
MEPs listened aghast as the (ull 
scale of the accounting mess was 


won the agreement of the Group of 
Seven leading industrial nations to 
manage the international commu- 
nity's rescue effort for the 65 sick 
and dangerous Soviet nuclear 
power plants. Trusted by its allles 
and Russians alike, the EU bungled 
the job. 

This year's report by the auditors 
was A bombshell, because it did not 
list the usual dreary and often pid- 
dling amounts of frutd, which 
amount to a few million (lollars. In- 
stend, it focused on lhe nlsmanage- 


menl, bungling and boiched 
accounting which tulals nore {han 
$16 billion: 


Û The catalogue of financial disas- 
tera ıınveiled began with the EU's. 
15 mFiviber statea, whose owh tax 
collection systenıs were so poor that 
they failecl to collect $80 billion of 
value added tax (YAT) — almost 
cnough to finance the entire EU 
budget; 

O1 The court went on to list a series 
of administralive and accounting 
bungles by the Commission itself, 
starting with “an understatement of 
the commitınents of the year [1997] 
hy almost 800 million ecu [$920 mil- 
Hon] aııd the understatement of off 


EUROPE THIS WEEK 
Martin Walker 


TRASBOURG: An annual ritual 
at this time of year is lhe Euro- 
pean Court of Auditors’ report into 
the wasite and incompetence dis- 
played by the European Union in 
the way it spent ils annual $90 bil- 
lion budget. Tlıls Year was no excep- 
tion, but then {hls year was not all 
that it scened. 

To begin with the horror stories: 
the $900 milion earmarked by the 
EU [or repairing aud making safe 
the nuclear power plarıts of the old 
Soviet bloc has been either wasied, 
lost, defraucled or left unspent, “It i4 
particularly worrying that, nt thre” 
end of 1997, İl was not possible lo 
judge whether there had been any 
actual prngress in terns of nuclear 
safety," Bernhard Friedmann, presi- 
dent of tlie Court of Aurlitors, {old 
Ihe European parliament, 

The nuclear scanclnl was simply 
the most chilling of a series of 
accounting disasters and bungles 
afflleling every gspect of Europe's 
finances, lt was also the most sham- 
lng, because the EU sought and 
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` COKIN Fear factor lingers as beef 
Kı export ban set to be lifted 


Genffrey Robinson: ‘Conflict of 
loynly’ allcged 


lel he had becu a director of (rom 
1988 to 1992. 

"Tuny Blair said that the Govern- 
meni had 1û be purer than pure," Mr 
Hague said. “Does he really think 
after all this that Geoffrey Robinson 
is purer than pure? J'ıt afraid not, It's 
time for thal minisler 1n go." 

Howcver, the Tories faved embar” 
rasme theuselves when il 
cmerged thal Francis Nianude, tte 
slurlow chancellor, whe lias lel the’ 
asst un Mr Robinson, failed l0 
declare iı inleresl as dircetor of a 
Cily investuunt Irust before a Uont- 


nuns debit. 
Nu onv is suygusling Ihat (he HF 
ycuroll Treusury inisler lias 


nıisused Parliarnenl to promnle his 
interests ar broken laws to move his 
niillions to tax-free havens. But th 
feeling anmoug MPS is that he had 
“a careless anıl cavalier mtiludlu” 10 
reginlering them. 


Tories call for minister to quit 


Quardian Reporters 


ILLIAM Hague last weekend 

called on the Prime Minister 
to sack Geoffrey Robinson, the 
multi-millionaire Paymaster Gen- 
eral, after It emerged that the 
Department of Tracle and Industry 
(DTD is investigating his business 
affairs, 

‘The Tory leader claimed that Mr 
Robinson's position was “completely 
untenable” because of his (letcrnıi- 
mation to shroud lis business affairs 
in secrecy. 

Earlier lasl week Mr Robinson 
wits forced {0 mulke a less than con- 
vincing î-scceand apology lo the 
Commons for filing ta clcclare a 
slring of dirvctorsltips lo Parliament. 

The Slanelards and Privileges 
Cuınmitlee (lemanded {hal he make 
lhe apology alter he failed Lo declare 
dirertorships, identlificd in lwo re- 
poris, in the Register of Members” 
Inlerests. He has now been caughl 
allt three Limaes il Separate reporls 
by Parliauent's walchlogs for nat 
declaring his clireclorshipa. 

Mr Robinson kepl his statement 
to a bare minimum. He tuld Mis: 
“No atlempt was maele by Inc itt any 
tue lw usc my josition in this 
House tv advance any cummercial 
iMeresl, he oversight concerning 
registralion, for wlaich 1 apologise. 
ix nlirely my respuusibility.” 

Details of a fresh complaint were 
lodged by David Heathcont-Aınary, 
ihe shatlow clıief secrelary to the 
Treasury, to Sir Gortlon Downey. 
the Parliamentary Commissioner 
fur Standartls. This mvolved the fail- 
ure to declare his ownership of the 
Indiana-basecl Roll Center Incorpo- 
rated — which Mr Robinson admit- 
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British sentiment. At every level of 
society there is a deep-rooted lack 
of confidence. The beliefis that BSE 
is very prevalent in the UK, There is 
also a general lack of confidence in 
the inspection and surveillance 
measures operating there, 

"| don't really see how any nar- 
keting campaign can gc through 
the anti-British beef feeling." 

Continental farmers, desperale in 
prolect their share of a flooded 
ınarket, arc likely to [uel susplcion 
by telling consumers t0 beware 
claims thal Britain lıacl cleanucl up 
its acl, she sail. 

The experience of Norlhern Ire- 
land, whose lighter safely regula- 
lions alowed il resume exporting in 
June, is grim, Sales remain below 
30 tons a month, conıpared witlı 
1,000 tons before tiie ban in 1995. 

Frans Fiscller, the EU agricul. 
fıre commissioner, sail nalionalism 
was another obstacle, “HK is clear il is 
nol only a scientific prublem. I is û 
psychological priblem ind a pulili- 
cal prubler." 

Consluners Were mure willing la 
forgive donteslic ratlıer than foreign 
producers after foud sacures, sail Ms 
Dober. Natioualisl appeals to slur 
pers were more successful when 
foreign countries urged bhoycolls of 
imports, slıe said. 

German consumers werte ex- 
pevted to be Ihe most hostile, anl 
Dulch the most forgiving. South 
American producers, who mostly 
filed the gay after Britain's with- 
drawal, are expected 10 put up a 
fierce fight to hold market share. 

One Northern Jrelanl meal 
exporter, Richard Moore, said a 
whispering campaign had already 
started, claiming Brussels had littecl 
the ban solely for political reasons. 

The final siraw [or many far niers 
was the sirong pound, which crip- 
plecl exports. "Tlıal's the killer. 
Even İf Europeans think it's sale, 
they're not going lo pay more for 
our beef,” said Mr Moore. 


Nick Brown, said; “This is clearly 
good news for our beef industry . . , 
There may be residual consumer 
prejudice although that is unfair 
because our beef is among the 
safest in the Western world." 

Exports from Britain must all be 
deboned beef from cattle whose 
own histories and those of their 
nıothers can be clearly traced as 
free of suspected BSE. There will be 
sirict abaltol’ checks ancl, as in 
Britain, no beef for lıuman con’ 
sumption can be from caltlc older 
than 30 months. The Government 
will have to show that a compıtlsory 
cull of the remainiug 4,700 cattle 
born since 1996 whose mothers 
subsequently developed BSE is 
being carrled out. 

More than 4 million cattle have 
been slaughtered because of the 
BSE crisis, and that number could 
double by the tlme Britain is free of 
the disease. 

The decision will increase pres- 
sure on the Government to end its 
dameslic ban an beefanihe-bone 
innposed last December, a slep nin- 
islers have said can be taken oııly if 
scientific advisers give the all-clear. 

Shadow agriculture minister Tim 
Yeo sald: “The Government musl 
now press ahead to get the Euro- 
pean agricullure ıminislers lo agree 
to include beef-on-1he-bone in the 
lifting of the export ban. 

“They could immediately 
sirengthen their case in this regaı'd 
by lifting the domestic ban and in 
doing so give an immediate vote of 
confidence in the quality of British 
beef. Without this it may be hard for 
the British government ta persuade 
uthers to buy a product they theın- 
selves appear to have so little confi 
dence in." 

A recent fedleralion survey of cot- 
sumer groups in 15 countries uu 
ilmost unanimous hostility to the 
ban's lifting, said Joanna Dober, its 
head of coınmunications. 

"There is a pretty strong anriti- 


ی ت 
Stephen Bates In Brussels‏ 
ınd James Melkle‏ 


Eg RITAIN was this week [acing 
E the massiveê task of restoring 
foreign consumer confidence 
in its beef alter finally winning the 
battle to have the 32-nıonth export 
ban lifted. 
The Government, farmers and 
the meal industry tempered jubila- 
lon al winning a crucial vote al a 
meeting of European Unlon agricul 
ure ministers by acknowledging 
how hard it would be to recover 
overseas markets worth £520 mik 
lion in 1995, the year before the han. 
A European consumer group 
warned that confidence in beef 
remained “shaky”, and Tony Blair 
conceded that winning back trade 
would take *time and effort”. 


from England, Wales and Scotland 
until late February or March be- 
cause production condllions still 
have to be inspected by EU officials, 
Sales (rom Northern Ireland, where 
lhe exporl ban was lifted in June. 
are still sald lo be minuscule despite 
heavy marketing. 

The European Coınmission was 
this week expectecl lo rırbber-stamp 
he ending of the ban, which bas 
vost the British beef industry ınore 
than £4 billion. It will set out the 
irmal steps for lifting tlie embargo 
imposed by a 14-1 EU vote in Marclı 
196, a week after the Government 
admitted a probable link between 
BSE and new-variant Creutzfeldt- 
\fkob Disease, a fatal condition 
| houghl lo have killed 30 people 
, ince } 

Only Germany held out against 
allowing Brilish exports 10 resume 
a Monday's agriculture ministers 
Merling. [ts diplomats said they ac- 
“tpted the ıneasures Britain had in- 
ttluced but wantecl to be sure they 
i ere cflertive, Luxembourg, Spain, 
Austria and France abstained. 

K agriculture minister, 


UN calls on Britain to prosecute Pinochet 


Incorporate the European 
human rights convention was 
also hailed as a “positive atep”. 

But the committee was con- 
cerned by the number of deaths 
in police custody and the appar- 
ent fallure of the Government to 
provide an effective investigative 
mechaniam to deal with allega- 
tions of police and prison 
authorities abuse. 

The report also criticised the 
bouaing of aaylum seekers in 
prisons. At present there are 
300-400 asylum seekers 
housed in Britain's prisons. 

In the past the UN committee 
has severely criticised the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary for its polic- 
ing of Northern ireland. 

Last week the committee wel- 
comed the continuing peace 
process while calling for a num-. 
ber of reforms, cluding an end 
to the use of plastic bullets, the 
closure of Castlereagh interroga- 
tion centre in east Belfast where . 
terrorist suspects are held, aiid ` 
for the RUC to increase its 
Catholic intake. : . . 


'Anelyels, page 15 .. ا‎ 


ties are calling for his extradition 
ort charges of genocide, torture, 
and terrorliam. 

Under the 1984 Convention 
Against Torture, to which the UK 
became a signatory İn 1988, a 
country must “take such mea- 
sures as may be necessary to 
establish its jurisdiction" against 
anybody suspected of carrying 
out acts of torture. 

The Attorney General, John 
Morris, has already turned down 
one request to launch a private 
prosecution against the general. 
He said that there was “ipsuffi- 
client admissible evidence under 
English law of an offence”, but 
he has yet to give full reasons. 

A spokesman for Amnesty 
International said that the UN 
recommendation mirrored the 
repeated appeals by the human 
rights group “to respect the prin- 
ciples of international law by try-. 
ing or extraditing all people 
suspected of crimes agalpst hu- 
maunity”, N A, E 

Asseasjlng the UKs overall 
civil liberties record, tlıa UN 


ı:. Î panel meeting in Geneva praised 
;| the remoyal of corporal punish- . . 


ment in several overaeas:depen¬ ,. 


dent territories, The declelon to : 


ف ا ٠‏ ا 
Jamle Wllaon and John Mullin‏ 


ANE Nationa panel last 
a led on the 
ernment to prosecute 
ETE Auguato Pinochet under 
ا‎ lawif the House of 
he 3 rules that he should not 
2 to Spain, 


.„„ J| Exports are not expected to start 
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Cigarette consumptlon In 
China: 1350s, 100 blin; 195 
SOU Dlllcon; Mow, 1,800 bilan 
Tobacco-related deaths, 19# 
600.200: 12 rar cent of male 
deaths; 3 perf ent ûl lemals def: 
Expected deaths per year: 
YO2,Û0G In 200i; 1 millon In 20 
2 milion ın 2025; 3 mlHlon ın 205: 


Card players in Beijing, gambling with cigare 


یی ا 


Americau Tobacco of trying 1u kevp 
the Chinese in ignorance uf Ihe 
risks uf smoking. The job clescrip- 
lion for it nwdical post in China tliat 
BAT soughl lo [il lwo years ag 
slated hal responsibilities incluuclul 
"portraying tlhe company view un 
smoking and health lo key iuucli- 
ences in China”. 


Le Monde, page 22 
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women appeared to have decreased. 
Many were dying as a result of 10 
per cent of women taking it up in 
1950, but now only i per cent of 
women became snıoker's. 

Researchers from the Chinese 
Academy of Preventive Medicine, 
the Clıinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences, Oxford universily and 
Cornell university in the US carried 
out the study, which is unique in 
focusing on the effect of tobacco on 
an entire developing nation. Inter- 
views with the families of 1 million 
people who diecl were carried out by 
more Ilhan 500 fieldworkers, 

The study sought out a quarter of 
a million nen over the age of 40, 
who were interviewed and nıed- 
ically tested and who will be moni- 
tored for decacles, tracing the 
¢levelopmıent of the epidemic. 

Scientists were surprisecl 10 find 
that the diseases induced by tobacco 
were not exactly the same as those 
that kill iı Britain, where lung can- 
cer and heart altacks are nıost com- 
mon. Only 15 per cent clied of lung 
cancer in China, while 45 per cent 
died from elıronic lung disease and 
5 10 8Š per cenl of each olf oeso- 
plageal cancer, slomach cancer, 
liver cancer, stroke, hearl disease 
and tuberculosis. I appears tlıal 
stoking in China increases Ihose 
(liseases that are alreacly common. 

‘Tessa Jowell, Britain's Minister 
for Public Health, said the figurês 
“graplhivally illustrate the disaslrous 
consequences ol smoking”, 

Clive Bales, of Action on Smok- 
ing and Health, accuse British 
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The biggest study into the effects of tobacco has found that smoking-related 
diseases will eventually kill one in three Chinese men, writes Sarah Boseley 


Selling death to the Chinese 


bilised for 30 years, until the dan- 
gers started to be fully appreclated. 

Just asis now predictedl for China, 
deaths from smoking-related dis- 
eases went up from 12 per cent İn 
1he 1950s to 33 per cent in the 1990s. 

This "catastı'ophic epidemic" was 
hontw grown in its beginnings, Pro- 
fessor Peto said. "Mao Zedlong's slo- 
gan was ‘fool, shelter and cigarettes 
for everybody’." Western tobacco 
companies are trying harcl to get 
into the market, but at the moment 
they’ have only a 10 per cent slıare. 

Alan Lopez, acting chicf of lhe 
World Health Organisation's epi- 
(lemiology and burden of (lisease 
unit, sail a law banning cigarette adl- 
vertising on radio and television 
was ılol always strictly olsrı'ved. 
"Formula One has asked for special 
permission," he said, "ancl tlie xov- 
eruımeni said OK. As ol next Marchi, 
television screens wil] be (ille with 
cigarelle advertising runing 
around race tracks.” 

Dr Lopez saicl 1 million Chinese a 
year were expectecl to (lie by 2005, 
2 million a year by 2025, and 3 mil 
lion a year by 2050 if people conlin- 
ued to sıuoke as» they were now, 

The damage (lone is wursl i 
those who sfart young, andl {wu 
tlhircls of Chinese men begin sımok- 
ing uuler the age of 25, Dr Lopez 
said cessalion rales in lhe coulry 
were exlremely low. Preventing 
children from starling was not 
enougll, becuse İt would nol stop) 
the deaths ûf hose smoking now. 

The one bright spot, Professor 
Petü said, was that sıuoking among 


THIRD of all the young men 

in China will eventually dle 

of smoking-related diseases, 
scientisis said fasl week, describing 
what they called the catastrophic 
results of an epidemic sweeping the 
country. 

Tle results of the biggesl study 
inlo Lhe effects of tobacco, by 
Brilish, Clinese and American sci- 
enlists, suggest that cigarettes wil] 
kill 100 million Chinese men who 
Are now aged under 29, Half of lhem 
will die in nıicldle age. 

The resulls uf lwo slucties, one 
looking al 1 niillion deaths thal have 
already occurred and the other al 
future tIrencls, were released last 
week in Beijing and Lonclon and puh- 
lislıecl in 1ıe British Medical Journal. 

‘To reverse the slide into tobacco- 
relaled cleatlh and disease will re- 
quire a huge amount of public 
elucalion. A recent study showed 
thal two«thirds of Chinese (hought 
cigarelles caused no harm or very 
lille harm, The chauces of clhang- 
ing atlitucles fast are not good. “It 
will take the Chinese goverutment 
some years before Lhe figures be- 
come as real to them as {ley are to 
Ihe Brilish grvernnieıt," said 
Richard Pelu, tle Oxforcl university 
epitlemmivlogist wlıo was one of the 
study auıtlıors, 

China in 1he 1990s is ut Ihe same 
stage in ils tobicco epidemic as {he 
Unitecl Stales was in {lie 1950», ancl 
appears to be following a similar pat- 
lern. Average daily consumption int 
ihe LIS rose Irom one İn 1910 lo foter 
in 1930 to 10 in 1950, where it sia- 


endl i prselytise anf evalgel” 


Such accusnlions are Prep yi 


ous, given lhe census figures 
lnws {hal require woull-be cen 
10 be over 21 incl lo get a cerlllt. 
fren local bureaucrals. ا‎ 

Most of ile atlacks on ile CL’ 
lave been in he vaslern hall ol 


jara where ihe Adlvasis— Ihe | 


nal tribal inhabitants of India + 
and wme argue (hat il 8 
effarls here Uhal lave mûde - 
Christian churches a largel. 
the VHP claims, for telling 
they have the secret for 1 
but for thelr a to improt' 
lot of the Adivasis E 
schools, clinics and dalry ¢0; 


tives. e are 0 
"moneylenders an : 
and the other people who O. 
the jungle areas to exploit ah 
sis,” says Father Bereclart# 
priest. 8 
But obstacles can be ret 
the congregation dut; 
church at Naroda, a Alet: 


sprawl outside the city Kh 2 
gd 


abad, discovered. Last 


local Catholics an 
with iron 3Î ` Paki, by the Director of 

Ving n demollshed 84 ر‎ : o necutlong, Britain 
that was yet to be <O yl ' tren i Aflon of iatertuar 
smashed statues, and stole | ` Thecom, e 
vestments. Ther they %.| , ing, itEe, made up of 
money from the collector ا‎ mç dent legal experts 
bought ice cream. pj , he 1984 cOmpliauce with 

The men were froin و‎ "ın anl international conven- 
councll, which Is controlled yk recom j Or ture, iasued ila 
BJ Council presldent Sanh, ' ea rope lon after consider- 
Bharwad, who ordered jaf. ° Governmeg ted by the 
on, saya be igor 8, wi Husê of Lords is ex- .. 
parish priest concedes. Tpif. High Cou, ls week on the. 
fo church,” said Bhared "yet. Nar.gj . Ecision that the 82- 
egal construcon, a nity cal t8 entitled to im: 
there is no commun ees 
There is nothing but pe, 


Islam — the usual target uf the 
Hindu chauvinisls — ax alien. "The 
cluurch is forelgn," says Dr raven 
Togndia, Gujarat general secretary 
af the VHP, "It is controlled by thw 
Pope. All cluurclhes in Inclia are con- 
tralled by extra lerritoriul uulluri- 
ties." In Ihe latest recorded inciclenl, 
on the night uf October 4H, tle 
Bajrang Dal descendecl on a Pente- 
costal convention in lhe cily uf Bar- 
ola, hauled the sleeping dlelegales 
inlu the street and beal thent up. 
The police stool by. 

The authorities in Gujarat are 
equally unconcerned about the vio- 
lence. in Gandhinagar, the state 
capital, bureaucrats in the BJP state 
government affect surprise at the 
nervousness that has befallen the 
Christian community. “Oh dear,” 
sall PG Ramrakhiani, the state's 
home secretary. “The Catholics 
think they are going to die." Like 
the junior bureaucrats of Jhabua, 
Ramrakhiani claims the events on 
his turf were all isolated incidents 
— or can be explained away as old 
disputes over land, and caste ten 
gion, İn which religion is incidental. 

Despite a letter of censure from 
the National Minorities Commis- 
gion, which visited Gujarat in Aur 
gust, Ramrakhiani will concede only 
one minor anti-Christian incident, 
and bridles at the suggestion that 
the BJP authorities are uncon- 
cerned at the hate campaign against 
Christians being conducted by thelr 
allies in the VHP. 

Dr Togadia of the VHP claims 
that Christlan schools —~ even 
those with a majority of Hindu 
pupils — are engaged in a secret 
project of conversion. “Academic In- 
stitutions are a meana to the end for 
collecting the faithful,” he says. “All 
teaching in India ia a means to an 


India's Christians under siege 


1 


have taken place İn the state of Gu- 
Jarat, about an hour's drive from the 
spot where the nuns were raped. 
Gujarat is a stronghold of the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (World 
Hindu CounciD, which advocates an 
even niore extreme, anti-Western 
and antimodern creed than the BJP. 
Both organisations and the VHP 
youth wing, lhe Bajrang Dal, are the 
spawn of the Rashtriya Swayamse- 
vak Sangh, the fascist organisation 
which indoctrinated the murderers 
of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948. 

All describe Christianity and 
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hia demolished church PHOTOGRAPH:T NARAY 


i. : 
Aprlest surveys 
Since last March when the coali- 
ton led by the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party came to 
power, the Catholic and Protestant 
churches have recorded about 40 In- 
stances of violence or harassment of 
Christian institutions or personnel, 
including: the desecration of a con- 
vent at Baghpat, the burning of 
Bibles at a Protestant school at 
Rajkot, the digging up of a newly 
buried man In a Methodist ceme- 
tery, and the razing of a Catholic 
church at Naroda. 
Af least 27 attacks are known to 


Suzanne Goldenberg 
on a worrying wave of 
religious violence in India 


T 2.30 In the morning, be- 
A nealh 4 sleadly drizzle, lwo 
dozen men, wild oıı drink and 
the auıticipation of violence, walkecl 
over the grassy hills to a house, a 
few nilles from the village of Nava- 
Pada. They pounded on the door 
and demanded medicine for an ail 
ing child. Inside were four terrified 
nuns. They asked to see the child, 
and climbed to the roof for a look. 
They saw a mob armed with cross- 
bows, knives and iron rods. The 
nuns locked themselves in thelr 
makeshift chapel, knelt before the 
picture of Jesus and prayed. For the 
next two hours, they listened as the 
meıt rampaged through the house, 
But tlıe nuns had no telephone, and 
the night watchmen had fled, so 
they opened tlie door. 

“They joinecl hands and said: We 
are your sisters. We are serving 
God. Please don't do anything to 
us'," says Sister Marina, who 
rrached Navapada after dawn. 
“They said: ‘You are not our sisters, 
you are our wives’. So outalde orl 
the grass, they took them. One sis- 

ter was used by seven, eight people, 
one sister was used by five people, 
two sisters were used by two.” 

In India, where legend dates the 
advent of Christianity to 52 AD, and 
a convent education is seen as a sign 
of good breeding, the gang rape of 
the nuns caused a collective gasp of 
shock, But it was not, as the authori 

ties claim, an isolated incident. 
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Government cracks down on 
tax havens to counter scams 


that rian compiles would move 
elsewhere if total disclosure was 
compulsory, 

The Edwards report confirms the 
existence of ofishore banking 
acams such as the "Sark Lark”, It 
says that the 575 residents of the 
tiny Island of Sark held arouncl 
15,000 company directorships, 
many of theın in name only, Lo mask 
the truc bencflcial owners or 
“slıadow directors”. 

These "Sark Lark" directors 
meant the companies cuulil ensure 
secrecy tnd abtakı lax-free slats, 
Tle Eflwarils report says the prac- 
tice is not vanfinecl 10 Surk but ex- 
ists in all (he crown dependencies, 

The Home Office minisler, Lurel 
Williams, will loll a series of iieul- 
ings in Jamuary with e islkuıd 
aulhorilies to draw Lip an action pln 
for putling the new mesures inti 
praclite. 

‘The island authorities welcome! 
the Edwards reporl, arguing Lil il 
wis u vindication of Ihe high stitt- 
dards of financial ı 
in operat. Pele 
Cuernsey's udvisury i 
caumitew, oll ıı 


rncling. 

ı wholesale vineli- 
cation el lhe way hv Hinanvial indlus- 
try lus been regulalêdl over tle pist 
Zi yvars. We think the reml is 
very punitive," he saicl. 


£35.30 


£41.50 


£67.50 


G33 Luxury Pate, Cheese & Wine Basket 
A bottle of Cotes du Rhone Louis Bonard 1996, 
a 250g Mull ot Kintyre Scottish Cheddar 
Cheese, a 200g Double Gfoucester Cheese, 
140g Fine Blue Stilton Cheese, 180g Epicure 
Provencal Pate, 125g Bizac Pate Maison with 
Cognac and 250g Walkers Cocktail Oatcakes. 
Packed in a palm leaf basket. 


Alah Travis’ 
RITAIN'S offshore tax havens, 
which shelter more than £350 

billion of assets belonging to the 

world's rich, ate to face tough new 
nıeasures against maney laundering 
and tax evasion, 

The move follows a 10-month gov- 
ernment inquiry inlo the financial 
regulalion of the Channcl Islands 
and the Isle of Man, which founcl 
tat the battle against Fiuancial 
crime was “not being convincingly 
won” by the crown depenclencies, 

Bul Ihr invesligalion by A retirerl 
senior ‘Treasury officer, Aruirtw 
Edwards, candludes thal financial 
rügulatiaı in lhe iskmds is “genurully 
goodl" anl erîticisıns of secrecy, puor 
regulalion and i reluctance lo pursuc 
criminals are “wide of the mark”, 

Now lhe Guvermment is (o press 
Me island authorilies 1o sel up spe- 
ciulist financial crite units, lo end 
ihe socalled “Sark Lark" wliclı 
masks nwıership by using lucals is 
amel ireclors, and to Lakv a bal- 
tery af ulher NCW etsures itclucl- 
iE croperaling fully wih other 
countries in lhe pursuit of money 
liundering sul financial fraudslers. 

Bul he Hene Office inquiry has 
Slipped short ûf recon: nding ful] 
public disclosure uf coupxiny au- 
dite accounls, arguing thal must 
are julsl “asset-holdingg vehicles" 
rather hau trading enterprises, uıd 


£36.90 


G29 Salmon, Cheese & Wine 

200g Sliced Smoked Scottish Salmon, a 2258 
Mature Farmhouse Cheddar Cheese, 1408 
Wedge of Fine Blue Stilton, 100g Tods of 
Orkney Traditional Qatcakes and a bottle of 
Muscadet Sevra et Maine, Henri Vallon 1996. 


Q30 _ The Strand 


Shayler ruling stuns MIS 


waive prosecution if Mr Shayler 
entered Britain and insisted that 


injunctions ‘preventing ` British 


media from publishing any new 
allegations he ınay make remained 
in place, 

But in a case which las echoes of 
the Spycatcher episode a decade 
ago, Mir Shayler is (tree to speak at 
will to foreign publications; and 
British media woulcl then be free lo 
repeat wlıat they say. 

The director of the Freedom of 
Information Campaign, Maurice 
Frankel, said he hopcel the Govern- 
ment would review the Official 
Secrels Act. “The French don't 
regarl this as somcthing hal woull 
be 4n offence in France, which is 
saying somelhing about the official 
seerefs law in this country." 

Mr Shayler. aged 32, spent six 
yrars in MÎS engageıl in some of (he 
nıost sensitive areas of thè agency's 
wurk. He joinecl in 1991, afler whal 
he (leseribed as scauing e vacalı- 
cies piuges uf a national newspaper 
and coming ieruss an advert which 
asked: "Waiting Tor Ginclol?" 

A repon wrilen during his 
sehoulklays in tgh Wycurmhe, 
Buckinghanshire, cleseribecl hini as 
"û born rebel wluı likes to sail close 
to lhe wind... ind suffers neither 
fouls nor their arputneuts gluclly", 

MIs connments about him are 
less complimentary, lndecd, they 
are unprintable. 


Comment, page 14 


GırTs FOR FRIENDS IN B RITAIN 
at Christmas and throughout the year 


EGERTONS provides a personal and reliable gift service to customers in over 160 countrles who 
rely on our forty years experience to ensure the safe arrival of their gifts to family and friends. 


His arrest in August came a year 
after he made his allegations about 
-MI5- and -‘MI6-activities- through a 
series of newspaper articles, He was 
picked up after threatening to make 
further revelations about the intelli 
gence services — including clalnıs 
of British involvement In a plot to 
assassinate the Libyan leader, 
Colonel Gadafy. 

John Wadham, his lawyer and 
director of Liberty, the civil rights 
group, said: “Clearly the French 
court recognised that this was al- 
ways a politically motivated attempt 
by tlhe Government to silence one of 
its critics." 

However, government lawyers 
indicatecl there were nn plans to 


HE CdAIMS TD KNOW WHAT WE RE 
DOING, I CANT WAIT TO FIND of. 


G34 Yuletide Fare 

400g Bevertey Manor Iced Greetings Cake, 
375g Beaverlac Old English Christmas Pudding, 
454g Derwent Cooked Ham, 198g Derwent 
Turkey Roll, 43g John West Dressed Crab, 
185g Osprey Tuna in Oil, 160g Caugent French 
Pork & Mushroom Pate, 425g Baxters Cream 
of Tomato Soup,397g Epicure Petits Pois, 
540g John West New Potatoes, 411g John 
West Peach Slices, 185g Harleys Cranberry 
Sauce, 340g Hartleys Black Cherry Jam, 454g 
Roses Orange & Lemon Marmalade, 200g 
Double Gloucester Cheese, 200g McVities 
Savoury Cheese Biscuits, 100g Dry Roasted 
Peanuts, 100g ¥Whittakers Chocolate Mint 
Crees, 150g Patersons Shortbread and 
200g Piasten Exclusive Chocolates. 


G35 Chrîistmas Gift Box 

A botite Chateau Haut Pougnan Bordealx. 
Superieur 1996, a bottle Muscadet de Sevre 
et Maine 1996, 140g Fine Blue Stilton Cheese, 
a 200g Double Gloucester Cheese, 125g 
Bizac Quail Pate with Juniper, 300g Walkers 
Fine Oatcakes, 450g Fudges Christmas 
Pudding with Guinness, 100g Tracklements 
Brandy Butter, 340g Strawberry Preserve wiih 
Champagne, 125g H R Hlggins Finest Coffee, 
110g Dormens Mixed Nuts, 200g Patersons 
Luxury Milk Chocolate Shortbread, 400g 
Walkers Scotllsh Frult Cake, 12 Fudges . 
Cocktail Mince Pies and.200g Luxury Truffle 
Chocolates. 


Post your order to : Egertohs Ltd; P O Box 5, Pershore, Worcs, U K, WRIO 2LR or fax +44 1386 462739 or; 


400g Traditional Dundee Cake, 375g Old 
English Christmas Pudding, 6 Hoppers Butter 
Mince Pies with Beamish Stout, 198g Derwent 
Cooked Ham, 198g Derwent Turkey Roll, 425g 
Baxters Cream of Leek Soup, 411g John West 
Peach Slices, 340g Hartleys Black Cherry Jam, 
454g Roses Orange & Lemon Marmalade, 100g 
Dry Roasted Peanuts, 200g Sherritfs Chocolate 
Chip & Hazelnut Biscults, 150g Patersons 
Shortbread Petticoat Tails, 130g Cadburys 
Roses Chocolates and 200g Piasten Exclusive 
Chocolates. £29.80 


G31 Christmas Gift Basket 

Half bottle Sandeman Claret Bordeaux 1995, 
150g fudges Christmas Stollen Cake, 220g 
Coles Traditional Plum Pudding with Cider, 70g 
Ducs de Gascogne Pate, 100g Tracklements 
Brandy Butter, 227g Arran Apricot Preserve 
with Almonds & Cinnamon, 200g Double 
Gloucester Cheese, 75g Walkers Highland 
Qatcakes, 125g Lyells of Lordan Sugared 
Almonds and 150g Bendicks Mint Crisps. 
Packed in a palm leaf basket. £38.70 


G32 Festive Gift Basket : 

A bottle of Chateau Haut Pougnan Bordeaux 
Superieur 1996, 600g Decorated Fruit Cake, 
200g Sliced Smoked Scottish Salmon, 1 70g 
Blue Stilton Cheese in a Ceramic Jar, 75g 
Waikers Highland Oatcakes, 125g H R Higgins 
Finest Coffee, 150g Patersons Shortbread . 
Silces and 200g Luxury Truffle Chocolates. 
Packed in a palm leaf basket. . £570 


Richard Norton-Taylor 


HE future of Britain's.severe 
secrecy laws was İn doubt 
last week after a French 
rejected the Government's 

to extradite David Shayler, 


In Brief 


M ANJIR Kaur Basuta, a 43. i 
yenr-old British nanny, is 
stand trial in the United Stateg i 


accused of murdering a 13- 


month-old baby she cared forat ' 


her nursery in Caltfornia. 


IPHO JOZANA, a schizo. 
2 the MI5 renegade wanted for 
phrenic rap singer who tricd making a series of allegations about 
to commit suicide İn a London the activities of the security and 
i cell, has accepted intelligence services. 
£100,000 damages from the ecisio) . 
Metropolitan Police to sete lls | al ciao that stunned Walle 


hall and came as a huge blow tu 
MIS, an appeals court in Paris 


claim for negligence. 


urlered Mr teh ا‎ from 
prison on the grounds that his ar- 

HANNEL tunnel operator | rest lıad political overtones. 
have been told to Implement In a ruling which his clefence 
a 24-hour emergency watch alt | yyers had not dared anticipate, 
admitting that surveillance Jurlge Elisabeth Ponroy declared 
teams currently patrol for only | at Mir Shayler's whistle-blowing 
15 per cent of the time, and nol | yç political in nature, and there 
at all during the night. fre he could not be extradited to 

five lrial, 

Afler a short hearing, Mr 
HE drug Tasmar, used by | Shayler, who has been locked up in 
f thousands of Parkinson's 2 la Sanlé prison iı the French 
disease sufferera, has been ı capital sinc being arrested at the 
removed from sale by the ` remıest ùf Britain on August 1, saicl: 
European Commission aller “I i4 a greal day for justice anıl a 


dıl and embarrassing one for MI5 
al tlıe British government." 
Hugging his girlîriend, Annie 
Machon — also a former MIS offi- 
trr— lie callecl on the Governınent 
"slop trying to persecute me ancl 
imtead atlress thie issues thal i 
` mise”, He said he shoukl not have 
spent four months in prison “jusl for 
rniticising MIS". 


۴ 


three patients died taking it. 


A BOUT 9.5 million people a 
year — a six of the populr 
lion — may be infected by loud 


stomach 


poisoning md other 


bugs, secordingt to the Food 


and civil 


Standards Agency. 


R OAD protesters 


disobedience campaigners 
will not be the target of police 
undercover burgling and buk’ 


revised 


ging operations under & 


lome Office code of practice: 


G LASGOW city council ruled 
that a Sioux ghost 
shirt, preservecl in a city 


museum, must be 
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Toffees, 200g Whittakers Chocolate Mint 
Cremes, 130g Cadburys Roses Chocolates 
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Mandarin Marmalade with Cointreau and a 
400g Walkers Scottish Frult Cake. Packed in a 
palm leaf basket. £31.30. 
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IR Simon Rattle and 3,50 


oung perfomers broke "f. ; 
recdrd for the world's bigšeS' 


hony orchestra 
Terformancea af Sir 


Arnold's Littlé Suite No2: 


in Edinburgh 


Td Rolf Harris jolned he o" 


to aave her, 
Bardot flew in from 
add her voice to thie 


block the bill again by insisting on 
an “open list” ballot paper. Under’ an 
open list, voters choose befween 
candidates, rather (han betwen 
parties under the closecl lisl system. 

A cumbinalion of Tory peers ancl 
crasxbenchers voled by 212 In 183 
against the bill. Labour esllmnles 
that 104 of those wlio voled agains! 
were hereclitary peers. 

Labour MEPs in Strasbourg broke 
oul the champagne as they realisecl 
thal nıany of {heın might yel survive 
ifthe election is held under the first 
past-the-post systeın. Labour is 
likely to drop tn fewer than 40 seals, 
from 62, if PR is inlroducedl. 


س ا س س ی 


promising havoc in the coming 
year. "It is not jııst whal we could do 
to the Lords reform bill. I is what 
we could di to other bills," one 
senior Tory peer predicted. 

Mr Hague presenlecl the issue In 
terms of Mr Blair using “every 
constitutional check ancl balance lo 
expand Ihe power of your own 
clique of cronies at tlhe expense of 
the power of the people". 

Aڱ‎ the 19-month session closed in 
acrimony, Mr Hague startled sonıe 
Tory peers by saying he woulcl “nol 
co-operate or acquiesce in any way" 
with Labour demands for aşsur- 
ances that the Opposition would not 


Staue, tel {996 a 1193 - o-1. IR 


niid- January, which would require 
Conservalive cwoperalion. Officials 
need Lhat much lime to prepare for 
the June cleclion. 

‘The Conservalive leader, William 
Hague, will be pleasecl that le was 
able to demonslrnte that {he Opposi. 
tun, after being almost ineffectual 
since the 1997 general election, has 
been able to block the Blair jugger- 
naut — even though the Conserva- 
tives may suffer if they have to fight 
the European election under first- 
past-the-post, where the party's 
clivisions on Europe will be glaringly 
exposed, 

The Conservatives are further 
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HE Government lost its 
1 European election bill last 

week after both sides refused 
to blink in one of Britain's biggest 
constitutional confrontations of 
modern times. 

Barouess Jay, the Leader in the 
Lords, conceded defeat to the 
Conservatives for this parliamentary 
session, which ended last week, But 
she vowed to bring back the bill in 
the Queen's Speech this week, 

She ls expected to invuke the 
rarely used Parliament Act, which 
gives (the Commons primacy over 
the lords, 1o force through the bill. 

The coutentlious ilem is a provi- 
sion for" Britaln's European Parlia- 
ment elections, i0 be helel under a 
proportional representalion system 
in wlıich the electorate has to vote 
fur parties rather than individual 
candidates. In this “closed tis" 
systeııt, the party machine alse pre- 
determines the orcler' of canclidates 
ûn the ballot, 

Left hanging in the balance by 
lhe defeats is whether’ June's Euro- 
pean election will be held under lhe 
existing first-past-the-posl system or 
proportional representation. 

The ping-pong baltle, in which 
the Government lıas been deficd 
and clefcatecl five fines by tlie 
peers, sels lhe stage for a Cigtl far 
survival by lhe hereditary pecrs in 
the new session. 

The Government will take swift 
revenge by introcduing in the 
Queen's Speech ils flagship bill to 
abalish the centuriegold voting 
rights of hereclitary peers. 

Baroness lay told {he peers that 
the election could be held undur PR 
ifthe bill was on the statute book by 


Ahern sees Ireland united 


buclies, which will allow policy arens 
such as food safely, inlaml water- 
ways, business developmen ancl 
languages to be (clea with on an all- 
Ireland basis. 

Mennwhile the police officer 
leatling the investigallon into the 
Omagh homıbing broke clown ak he 
mounted a plea lo the republican 
communily to help him put belıind 
bars the murclerers of 29 people. 

Detective Chief Superintenclent 
Eric Anderson asked anyone who 
suspected somebody of involvenıent 
to reflect on the human dimension 
of the atrocity: “J pronıise you: yol 
will not be badgered, you will not 
be harassed . . . J] want you to think 
about this on your own, perhaps 
even in church on Sunday.” 

The Real IRA killed 29 people, 
and left more than 250 Injured, 
when its car bomb exploded iu the 
Co Tyrone market town in August. 

Mr Anderson, his voice cracking 
with emotion, told a news confer- 
ence in Belfast that he had been 
devaslaled by Northern Ireland's 
worst terrorist atrocity. He had 
three children, and said that no one 
could remain detached from it. 

“We do try not to show emotion 
in these things, but I'm afraid, such 
was the scene of devastation, that i 
was so harrowing, lt is ‘difficult to 
get away from that." 

Police have arrested 42 people. 
Tle fact that they had been released ' 
without charge did not méan that 
they had been eliminated from ‘iri- 
quirles. He needed the nılssing ' 


:pieces to the jigsaw, and asked 


those İn the republican cointqunity 


‘to examine their consciences. + 


Sue Quinn 


HE Irish Prime Minister, Bertie 

Ahern, has forecast there will 
be a united Ireland within 20 years, 
fuelling unionists’ anxieties on the 
eve of an historic visit to the repub- 
lic by Tony Blair. 

Mr Ahern, who İş clue to hold 
talks with Mr Blair {his week on the 
issue of cross-border bodies, said 
lie believed there would be a unitect 
Ireland in his lifetime. “] make no 
secret of the fact that I1 would hope 
in the fullness of time that people 
will see that it is working together 
on this island that will nıake more 
sense than looking to Westminster, 
and that they will take a decision to 
move away from that,” he said. 

The comments drew an iınmedi- 
ate response from unlonist leaders, 
who sald Mr Ahern hadl revealed 
the real agenda behind lhe Good 
Friday agreement. “Its wlıat is 
written between the lines. Mr Ahern 
sees he lıas an agreeınent in place 
wlıich is a mechanism to take him 
lo a unitecl Ireland,” said Peter 
Robinson, deputy leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party. 

Mr Ahern stressed that change 
could occur only within a climate of 
peace and with unionist support . 

After his talks in Northern ‘Ire- 
laud Mr Blair will fly to Dublin 
where he is expected to become the 
first Britlah prime minister to ad- 
dress the two houses of the Irish 
Parliament on Thursday. ' 

There is mounting speculation 
that Northern Ireland First Minister 
David Trimble and Mr Ahern are 
close to agreement on north-south 


Inquiry into IVF link to cancer 


extensive records of the 6,000 
women she saw over a 30-year 
career to 1993. 

Some 2,700 of Jcan Ginsburg's 
patlenta, wlıose progress ahe 
monitored for an average of 20 
years froın the firat conaultation, 
have been selected for the study. 

Of these, 700 were given the 
fertility drugs gonadotrophins, 
which stilmulate the ovaries. Just 
under a third were exposed to 
much higher levels of the drugs 
than are uaed today. The other 
2,000 had infertility problems 
but were not treated with drugs. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
director general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said: “If 
there is a link between the treat- 
ment and the risk of ovarian 
cancer, or infertility and the 
diseage, then we may be a step 
closer to understanding the 
causes of the disease. lf. , . 
there ian't a link, then it will re- 
assure thousands of women.” 

Some studies already carried 
out, maiuly in the United States 
and Australia, have shown a 
link; but not all have. 

But Ilaabel! Dos Santos Silva, 
from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 


` sald: “There could be something 


in women that predisposes them 
to infertility and to ovarian can- 
cer. It could be genetic,” 

She also said any. risk might 
ıave to be balanced againsttiıe 
advantages of successful fertility 


| treatment because pregnancy 


tended to protect women in the 
long têrm against ovarian cancer. 


Sarah Boselay 


MAJOR study to establish 

whether women who have 
fertility treatment are at risk of 
getting ovarian cancer was an- 
nounced this week. 

Anxieties over a possible link 
have been voiced for gome tine, 
backed by small-scale research 
in other countries. 

Liz Tilberis, the British editar 
of the US fashion magazine 
Harper's Bazaar, belleves her 
own ovarlan cancer’, which 
nearly killed her, was caused hy 

the powerful drugs used in IVF 
to stimulate the ovaries into pro- 
ducing eggs. “It la my deeply 
held bellef (hat my cancer is 
linked to blasting my ovaries 
with fertility drugs,” she aaid. 

She wrote a biography, entitled 
No Time To Die, “to highlght the 
controversy within the scientific 
community over these drugs — a 
contr'overay whiclı suppresses 
the growing evidence implicating 
them”, 

Sclentists, backed by the 
Cancer Research Campaign, will 
investigate the cases of nearly 
3,000 women to try to establish 
whether IVF drugs pose a cançer 
risk, and if so how grent itis. 

Previous stıurdics have sug- 
gested that any risk may only be- 
come apparent several decadea 
after women have had.IVF treat- 
:ment, The large British study 
has been made possible only 
jbecaüse one London-based 
‘ehdocrinofogist (q speclallet in 
glandi Ike the ovaries) has kept 
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` Working abroad, 


and still paying 
UK taxes? 


There is a simple and legal way of reducing the amount of tax you will pay in the UK - simply move your UK savings to 
an offshore bank while you are living overseas. 


To help you see if you could benefit from this, try answering the following questions: 
1. Will you be overseas for a FULL UK TAX YEAR? 


NO J 
NO Û 


YES ÛJ 
YES Ll] 


2. Do you have SAVINGS IN THE UK? 
3. Do you have PROPERTY IN THE UK? YES lJ NO ÛJ 
4. Do you have any INVESTMENTS IN THE UK? YES Jl NO ÛJ 


If you ticked ‘yes’ to the first two questions and one other, there’s a good chance you may 
. have a tax liability you could legally reduce by banking offshore. 


`. To find out more, contact Midiand Offshore now, for a free copy of our brochure 
‘How to reduce your UK tax bill’ and details of the many benefits Midland Offshore can provide. 
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launch a petition, Electoral Reform; 
Ballot Services, a balloting agency 
chusen by the Government, wil] és 
limile the number of signahures re 
quired on a petition to trigger the 
ballol. 

Parents have until July to organ- 
ise the first roıtnd of petitions fir |! 
ballots dıuring the next acaderuic |' 
year. Margaret Tulloch, Case : 
spokeswoman, said the issue "| 
not likely to be forced in most areas 
ior another 12 montiıs. 

Case has support from the lead: 
ing lradle unions — GMB, Unison, 
the National Union of Teachers and 
{ihe National Association of Scloat | 
maslers aul Union of Women 
‘Teachers. 

Leading the counter-attnck is thie 
National Grammar Schools Associa 
tion, whose main role is to provide | . 
information for parents confused 
about the teclınicalities of the bal 
lots, according 10 clairınan Brian 
Wills-Pape. His organisation has 
also received represenlations fron 
most suı'viving grnnımar schools. 


PHOTOGRAPH KEAN REE 


Mr Rayner’s farm is tiny bY 7 
modern standards, a mere 10 
acres, but comes with a house 
the village, 59 acres of e 
tionally farmed land, 48 e 
commonly farmed land and 
reaponsibility to maintaln 4 
system of agriculture af 
unchanged for 500 yeofs. 

“It makes more sense eve 
day, ip terms of conserving the |. 
richness of the countryside 1 
said Reg Rose, the clerk of 
court since 1950. 


they would in e others 
accepting faods with U 
ents." The only progress it says 
made in the past ye’ 
litical e e 
vants anı . 2 
"Media reporting on tiated 
logy has been particularly. belt 
in Britain," says Mr reê f 
“with key papers and repos 1 
ing a campalgr on GM foods. ا‎ 
He recommends the ار ك‎ 
should prepare 0 2 1 
, where Monsar! 
fr GM o is lowtr اھ ر‎ 
se in Eurûpê: و‎ 
ere e 1 further develope is : 
Ministry. of Agriculture ا‎ : 
has bowed to pressure ar 
blotechnology induslrY.. 2% je (bai; 
‘doned plans to insist O" up ٤ 
crop trials tor GM crOPS 


ı Writing on wall for grammar schools 


But most ectucation authorilies, 
during the past 30 years, switched 
away from selection as it was unpop- 
ular with the majorily of parents 
whose children were excludect from 
the system, ancl seen as education- 
ally élilist by most leachers. 

The regulations allow two types 
of local ballots. In areas where more 
than 25 per cent of seconclary places 
are selective, all parents of sclıool- 
children wil] be entitled to vole. 

In other areas, the ballot will bé 
restricted to parents in feeder pri- 
maries and private prep schools 
sending five or more children to the 
grammar school. The Campaign lor 
State Edııcation (Case), a pro-com- 
prehensive lobbying group, said 
this woull disenfranchise many 
families with a big stake in the out- 
come af the vote. 

Under the new rules, 10 parents 
will be able to start the procedure to 


Albert Raynor amid the ancient Three Fielcls System of comınunal farming 


Farm sale steps back to medieval times 


common in three unfenced fields 
with two sown annually in rotu- 
tion and the third left fallow, 

Farming is ordained by the 
Court Leet, a descendant of 
medieval manorial courta, 
whose officers are all tenant 
farmers on the estate. 

Albert Rayner, one of the ju- 
rors, İs now in his 70s and about 
to retire, so Carter Jonas, land 
agents for the Crown Estate 
which owns Laxton, will market 
the tenancy of his farm. 


“Clearly what the Government is 
trying to do here is ask a question 
where they are trying to push par- 
ents into voting yes rather than no.” 

The schools standards minister, 
Estelle Morris, said his suggestion 
was “palronising”, and pointed to 
the rules stating (hat schools 
affecled would have to be named on 
ballot papers, 

The Government argued tliat 
parents would be well aware of the 
issues at stake during local carr 
paigns tlıal were likely to precede 
any ballot. It saicl that the ballot 
«ıuestion was approved by the Elec- 
toral Reform Society. 

Grammar schools have attracted 
fierce support Irom the parents of 
children attending them, partly due 
to a strong performance in exams 
reflecting the pupils’ abilily on entry 
to the school, as well as tlıe quallly 
of teaching and high aspirations. 


RARE opportunity has 

arisen to step back in time 
and become a medieval law 
officer, by buying the tenancy of 
a amall Nottinghamshire farm, 
writes Maev Kennedy. 

‘The farm is on the Laxton 
estate, a unique survivor of a 
medieval agricultural syste 
once common in Europe. 

Stubbornly refusing to adapt 
to modern methods, the tenants 
follow the Three Fields System, 
whereby the land ia held in 


Genetic food faces crisis 


internal company analysis to have 
been made public. Monsanto's latest 
polis and focus groups show that an 
earlier collapse of support for GM 
foods has now accelerated with 
opposition “skyrocketing”, despite a 
£1 ınillion aclvertising campaign. 

"At each point we keep tlinking 
that we have reached the low point 
.,. but we apparently have not,” 
writes the author of thé papers, Stan 
Greenberg, a US poll adviser wilo 
has worked for President Clinton, 
Tony Blair and the German chancel- 
lor, Gerhard Schrëder. 

Monsanto's strategy in Britain is 
shown to have been one of persuad- 
ing “a socioeconomic élite" of the 
beneflts of the technology, s0 that 


John Vidal 


ONSANTO, the world's lead- 

ing genetic foocl company, is 
facing public melldown in Britain 
and Germany witlı a "soclely-wlde” 
collapse of support for its radical 
technologies, according to leaked 
internal documents. 

Amıid (leepeıning media problems, 
‘and resenlment by supermarkets, 
only senior civil servants and MPs 
have shown growing support for 
Monsanto's controversial techno- 
logies in the past year'. ٢ 

While. many independent pol 
have shown the British public to be 
wary of the introduction of genell 
cally modified foods, this is the first 


schools in the nor-selective ımaln- 
stream and not distracted by argu- 
ments over the selective rump. 

But the regulations will allow pro- 
comprehensive catnpaigırers to 
achicve their objective if they can 
secure the signatures of 20 per’ cent 
of eligible parents û1 local petilions, 
to trigger a ballot. 

Congervatives ancl Liberal Demo- 
crats attacked the ballot regulations, 
claiming the proposed referendum 
process was unfair and unworkable. 

Daınian Green, the Tory ecfuca- 
tion spokesman, said the question 
to be posecl in referenclums was 
"rigged", alnce it dil not mention 
granımar schools. Parents woulcl be 
asked if {hey were in favour "of all 
the schools listed iniroducing ad- 
mission arrangements which adnıit 
children of all abilities", 

Mr Green toll a comnıillee of 
MPs studying the regulations: 


Men gain in benefit reform, 
but some widows lose out 


‘The changes, wlıich will not af- 
fect any exisling claimants and are 
not lur to comme into force ritil 
2001 at ihe carlicsl, are ultimately 
expeclterl lo save lhe Government 
£500,000 anruually’ half the 
currênl annual wiclows' benelît bill. 

However, the immediate costs of 
the benefit will rise, partly thruuglı 
a move to double the level of imıme- 
diale help given lo widows and 
wiclowers after lhe death of their 
spouses from £1,000 to £2,000 (o 
help meet increased funeral cosls 
andl unpaid bills. 

The exlension of the benefit to 
wiclowers, which comes in advalice 
of a European Court test case wlıich 
ihe Government was texpectecl to 
lose, will bring help to 15,000 hus- 
baıncls bereaved each year, anf will 
also apply retrospectively to fathers 
who are already widowed. 

Launching Ihe proposals in tlhe 
Conmimons, Mr Darling sat Ihal the 
presenl system was unfair and OUt- 
ofclate. Parenls wilowecl in future 
will continue lo gel anı unchanged 
weekly benelit — currently worth 
an average of £85 — until their 
youngest dependent chill leaves 
iulltime further education, and the 
poorest bereaved parents will gain 
up to an extra £10 a week. 
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HE last vestiges of selective 
education face elimination 

Iroın the state sector alter 
MPs last week approved regulations 
putting the (uture of the remaiaing 
graınmar schools in ihe hands of 
local communities. 

The Education and Employment 
Secretary, David Blunkett, will not 
inlervene to influence the outcome 
of ballots thal may now be triggered 
in tbe catchment areas of 164 state 
schools which lave gone on select- 
ing ihc ablest puplls in lests at the 
age of 11 though the rest of sec- 
ondary cducalion has beconıe con 
prehensive, 

Mr Blunkelt's slance since the 
policy of local parental choice was 
outlined by Labour in 1995 has been 
that elııcallon policy should be dri- 
ven by the needs of the 24,000 


Lucy Ward 


ORE than a quarter of a million 

wilowed women will lase 
socill svcurily paymenls — while 
wiclowers gain — under plas 10 
reform bereavement benefits. 

‘The Social Security Secretary, 
Alastair Darling, last week unveiled 
proposals tn mmodcruise wiclows’ 
benefits, introduıced 50 years ago. 
He wants to target help anı bereaverl 
fanilies with clıildren and on the 
poorest parents. The payments will 
also ensure ınen who lose their 
wives arc treatetl equally with 
womeut who lase their busbaucls., 

Bul the reforms came under 
altack from (he Conservalives. They 
criticised plonıs lo replace the 
weekly peusiun, currently paid 1o all 
widows over 45 without dependent 
clıillren unli] retirement age, witlı a 
new bereavemenl allowance, worlh 
up lu £04.70 a week, pald for only 
six months. That change will affect 
20,00 women in the first year of 
iınplementation, rising 10o 270,000 by 
2020. The Turies claimed that serap- 
ping of the benefit, whiclı is funtled 
through National Insurance contri- 
butions, represented an assault on 
the contributory principle and n 
move towarcls means testing. 


Social worker killed 


ers and the pııblic. Part of the pack- 
age will be the opening of more 
hostels for people with menlal ilk 
ness, offering round-the-clock care 
and supervision. The fact that 
Monday's killing took place in such 
A hostel shows that safely can never 
be guaranteed. 

The president of the Association 
of Directors of Social Services, 


Chrls Davies, said: “No one should ‘ 


have to pay this price for the work 
they choose to do. 

“The vast majority of people who 
have our help are no more danger- 
ous than the rest of us, but the staff 
of social services departments do 
face threats and encounter violence 
in the course of the wrk they do on 
the community's behalf." : 


Wandsworth has recently started: 


to make £10 million in soclal ser- 
vices cuts, but a spokesman: said 
that no savings were being maile in 
mental herlth services. 


David Brindle 


A SOCIAL worker was stabbed to 
death on Monclay in an incident 
af a hostel for people with mental 
health problens in south London. 

Jenny Morrison, aged 51, was 
pronounce dead on arrival at St 
George's hospital, Tooting. Sle had 
been found with multiple stomach 
wounds by police officers called to 
the hostel in Balham. 

Police sald that a 26-year-old man 
with a history of mental ilness was 
in custody after being arrested at 
the scene. Two kitchen knives — 
hoth believed to have been used in 
the atlack — were found iıı an inter- 

view roon at the hostel, they said, 

The incident comes as the Goyv- 
ernırent is poised to ıınvell a pack- 
age of nıeasures, and İinvesinenl of 
up to £1 billion, to overhaul the pro- 
vision of care in the communily and 
inıprove safeguards for care work- 
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tional Convention on CGrnocidle lias 
far 30 ycars vxempted those who 


have engaged in mass ınurdur Iro 
avoiding extradillon uu pwliticnd ; 
Rrountls. 


But whatever the devision uf {li 
caurts, the Hame Secretay «lues 
have a residual discretion to prevent 
an extradillon warrant from going 
ahead in exceptional circunıslances. 
The power under the 1989 legisla- 
tion says he must refuse extradition 
if he thinks it would be “unjust or op- 
pressive". It was’ this power that 
Jack Straw used in March this year 
to block the extradition to Germany 
of the Irish Republican, Roisin 
MecAliskey. The Home Secretary 
said that her medical condition 
meant that she should not have to 
stand trial İn Germany for bombing 
offences against the British army 
barracks at Qsnabrlck. 

lt looks as though extradition 
proceedings ln future will be speed- 
ier. Most excilingly, the creation of 
an international court is moving into 
the realm of political possibility. 
This would ensure that the Pol Pots 
and Saddam Husseins of the future 
would be held personally responsi- 
ble for thelr crimes against human- 
ity. Questions ofl immunity for 
actions carried out by former heads 
of state would reınain to bt an- 
swered. But if there were an inter 
uational court there would be less 
ambiguity about the position of a 
“third" country (Spain, in the 
Pinachet case) which at present 
needs to stake a claim to jurisdiction 
if it wants to try an İnternational 
fugitive. As Foreign Office minis- 
ters have pointed aut, it has been a 
paradox of the 20th century that 
those who murder one person are 
more Ilkely to be brought to justice 
than hose ' who plot genocide 
against millions. 

The next century is likely to see 
the emergence of an International 
judicial çrder based on a hear-yb 
versal application of ‘extradition to 
ensure ' that there are rio hiding 
places left for those wlıom tie 
civillaed international 'community 
considers criminals. 0 


General 
Pinachet: 
awaiting the Law 
Lurds' ruling 

۴ 


Ez. 
. ALT ARES, 
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charges of denying thal the Holu- 
vausf hal taken place, The Spanish 
appeal court refusecl to recognise 
thal Holocaust clenial was itself a 
crime antl so rejected the vxlrndi- 
tion request. 

The seçand safeguard concerts 
“double jeopardy", which means 
that somebody cannot be proge- 
cuted in two different countries for 
the same offence. The third is 
known as “speciality protection", 
which means that a suspect cannot 
be prosecuted for crimes other than 
those for which he was extradited, Et 
means that the original warrant has 
to be detailed and precise in the 
charges it ınakes against an accused. 


FOURTH safeguard is more 
Aco-orean and is known 
as the "political offences ex- 
ception” but also extends to other 
human rights grounds including 
race, religion or nationality. It bans 
extradition of those accused of polit- 
ical crimes and also prevents the 
return of somebody when the 
authorities believe that the real 
motivation of a criminal extradition 
warrant is to persecute or punish 
the person for other reasons. 
Although there have been many 
attempls to frustrate extradition on 
these grounds, (ew in Britain have 
sııcceeded. However, lawyers for 
David Shayler succeeded last week 
in thelr attempt to persuade the 
French authorities that the British 
extradillon warrant should be 
struck out on political grounds. 
The last major case in which this 
“political offences exception” was 
exercisedl in London livolved an op- 
position politician In Fiji, Mohamed 
Rafiq Kahan, in 1989. The Bow 
Street’ magistrates actually threw 
out the extradition request after 
hearing evidence of political moliya- 
tion even though it had already been 
approved by the Home Secretary. 
‘Indeed, in recent years’ the 
grounds on whlch political, excep- 
tions cau bê ' made: haye been 
eroded by suctessive internaliona) 
conventions to’ conbat terrorism 
aûd hostagetakihg, The  Intefia- 


RoIsin McAliskey 

March 1998. Home Secretary 
Jack Straw released the daugh- 
ter of Bernadette McAliskey, 
halting the Gerrnan application 
to extradite her over an IRA mor- 
tar attack on a British army base 
in 1996. He said the extradition 
would be unjust and oppressive. 


The slow road to extradition 


There are few hiding places left for criminals as the 
global reach of extradition treaties grows. The Pinochet 
case shows the next move ought to be in the direction 

¦ of creating international courts, writes Alan Travis 


Al the list count there werr 145 
cuunlries will which Britain lul ex- 
tradition agreements. Tl: renin 
ing havens feud la br’ Middle 
Eastern stales which in tlle pant 
have held lille allure fur Brilislı 
cîaninals. The arrest of Kennel 
Noye in Cadiz in conneclion willl 
the murder uf Stephen Camerall 
was a clear signi that Ihe favorite 
bolhole uf British vilkiins Meving 
justice was ne longer such an vasy 
option. Spain's old reputation as ihe 
Cosla lel Crime rests largely on {he 
collapse in 1973 of ù lW-year-oll 
extradilion Lreaty which Benjamin 
Disraeli hal a hand in negotiating. 
Bıt by 1985 the {realy had been re- 
vivecl aııd the looplınle closed again. 

Among those whe heaclecl for the 
Spanish sun in the early 1960s was 
Ronnie Knight, forıner lıusband of 
the actress Barbara Windsor, but he 
came home to face the music and 
seven years’ imprisonment in 1995 
for his part in a Security Express 
robbery. As the latest (unpublished) 
Home Office figures show, Spain is 
now once again at the top of the list 
of countries from which Britain is 
seeking to bring back suspeclecl 
criminals to startd trial in London. 

Perhaps an even more powerful 
illustration of the growing global 
reach of the extradition laws was the 
delivery to the Brazillan ministry of 
fortign affairs a year ago of a formal 
request for the return of Ronald 
Biggs some eight weeks after the 
first British-Brazilian extradition 
treaty came into effect. Brazil, how 
ever, turned it down ort the grounds, 
sald Biggs, that “everything is for- 
given arıd forgotten after 20 years”. 

The basic rules were last consol 
dated in the 1989 Extradition Act 
which brought together ihe Euro- 
pean Convention on Extradition, the 
Commonwealth arrangements for 
extraclition, and several bilateral 
treaties, The single exception was 
the questlon of extraditions from 
the Irish Republic, which well into 
the late 1980s too often failed be- 
cause of perceived technical flaws 
either side of the water. The peace 
process has transformed that. 

Extradition agreements usually 
contain five basic safeguards. The 
first is that the crime of which a sus- 
pect is aceıısed must be an offence 
in both the countries concerned. 
This is: not as straightforward a8 it 
may sound and can prove prafltable 
territor'y for a government trying to 
make progress on securing the 
return of other fugitives it is inter 
ested in. For example, lh the mid- 

1990s-Spaln refused to send back to 
Germany an ex-Nafî who was still 


active in’ far-right politics to face 


ا 
Sally Croft and Susan Hagan‏ 
July 1994. The two former‏ 
followers of the Bhagwan Shree‏ 
Rajneesh were extradited to the‏ 
US to face charges of consplr-‏ 
acy to murder an Oregon law‏ 
official. A Judge described thelr‏ 
fourth application for judicial‏ 
review of the decision 'an abuse',‏ 


including Brilain, it is actually ù ınnl- 
ter for the courts, with son excel 
tional powers given 1o the Hone 
Sevrelary tu make 4 final devisiun, 

The reason cases can lake so 
long in Britain is tlıat at every stage 
there is a right of ajpeal built ilo 
the process — inclucdling ihe possi- 
bility of judicial review of tlhe Home 
Ofrice's role — right up lo and il 
clucling the House of Lords. For ex- 
ample, in the case of the twn Britislı 
Blıagwan women, Sally-Ann Croft 
antl Susan Hagan, they were sent 
back to the United States four years 
after (he initial exiradition request 
had been made, By the time they 
stood trial İt was nine years after the 
alleged conspiracy to murder an 
Oregon attorney hacdl taken place. 

Itis a cliclıê to say that the world 
is shrinking, but for the British 
criminal fleeing abroad there are 
few hiding places left. Even if the 
Pinachet case shows that there are 
still liınits to the effectiveness of 
cxtraditlon, the growth of inter- 
national treaties in this area means 
that a fugitive is no longer guaran- 
teed a safe havert. 


SI 
haven? 
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No relief from the 
disasters of war 


them as guards in order not to be 
attacked; in Sıuıdan the government 


perlodically denies permission for | jS 


Paul Bennett 

February 1991. Wanted for 
deceptlon, the New Zealand pilot 
was extradited from South Africa 
to New Zealand via Heathrow. 
The High Court quashed his 
prosecution in 1994 because of 
unlawful arrest In Johannesburg 
and fight to England. 


HE House of Lnrds is due 10‏ أ 

dlecicle this week whether the 

farmer Chilean diclalor, (ren- 

«ral Pinochet, shoukl be lıandlel 

wer {0 the Spanish authorities: it 

fepresenls a nıilestone in lhe his- 
tory ufexlraclitian it Britaitt, 

The ruling is expectel to confirm 
Britain's international reputalion as 
une of lhe hardest countries front 
which to secure an extradition, 
hough Home Office lawyers nıight 
feel France has sone claim to the 
title, afer their failure last week io 
hand over the former MI5 agent 
David Shayler, But the Pinochet case 


' „ | iS likely to prove the exception to the 


۴ 


rule. The vast majority of extradition 
requests (o Britain — involving roli 
line but serious crlminal cases — (lo 
succeed. Britain's reputation proba- 
Dly owes niore to the length oڑ‎ time 
lhecoımplex process takes, 
Extradition is a request from one 
BOvernment to another to return 
Pople suspected or convicted of 
times to the country which wishes 
try or punish them. Although ex- 
Iradion is often assuıned to be a 
flitical decision, in most countries, 


Conta del crime?- 


ation rquseta 10 Spal singa 1086: 110. of 


م 


relief flights to strategic ares of the 


south; İn southern Sudan rebels | « 


tithe (ood relief. In Congo, after the 
war iı Rwanda, aid agencies were in 


an even more compromising post | 


tion, In providing for Hulu refugees 
who fled [rom the new, Tulsldani- 
nated governınent, they were assist 
ing the perpetrators of the genocide 
concealed in their midst. 

It is hard to be a relief worker. lt 
is also increasingly (dangerous. In 
the past six or seven years, nearly a 
hundred aid workers lıave been 
killed in the line of cluty. lt canı be 
more dangerous to be an aid worker 
than a soldier. Tlıe moral paradoxes 
of relief make the job still harder. 

Part of what aid workers do ir 
volveg clearing up the chaos lefl by 
the global arms tracle; when (hey 
become victims of it themselves, il 
is a grim irony. İf you want to help 
people in the disaster zone, you 
have to think politically. There's a 
consensus that [reeclon Irom 
hunger depends on a country lav 
ing freedom of information, a slable 
government ancl a reasonable com 
munications infrastructure. 


HIS IS why India has exper 
enced no serious famine in 


recent times, To get to thal 
stage in couniries like Sudan and 
Somalia will take a long me. In the 
meantine, what is more important: 
to combat the arıns trade? To give 
to human rights groups that strive 
10o makc governments accountable 
to their citizens? Or to aid agencies 
involvedl in the relief of suffering? 

There are no simple answers, but 
we can expect those who are asking 
us to contribute to link the issues 
gether. Some problems faced by aid 
agencies in complex emergencies 
are the result of treating 
crises as thouylı they were nat 
disasters. Malnlaining nev 
has meant (lat they downplay Ihe 
politica. They [all back on the arg” 
ment thal they are saving lives. 

And ihey are. But for whal? To be 
lostin enclless wars that feed on sid? 
Victims of hurricanes and vicints 
war all need assistance, But the 
problem is not lhe same. Relief 
ganisations are now confronting 
political problems in which they 
have involved themselves, And thelr 
supporters should encourage HS 
trend if their aim is the 9 
sounding, but ambitious, goal 
leaving the warid a better pacê. 
E 


E-mail: john.ryle@ibm.net 


John Ryle 
OW is tle season of charlty, 
when appeals from aid agen- 
cies fall thick and fast on the 

mat, and conscientious citizens lry 
to balance their well-being against 
the suffering of those in less fortu- 
nate circumstances. Confronted 
with images of destitution from the 
disaster zone, we experience moral 
conflict — pity and helplessness. 

What can be done to prevent this 
suffering? And who should do it? 
Should we give money to emer- 
gency appeals that try to get food to 
the starving? Should we do it year 
after year? Are these operations eُf- 
fective? Is it more Important to work 
towards a world where such disas- 
ters happen less? And how do you 
do that? The aıtswer depends on 
your understanding of history and 
politics, It also depends on thé kind 
of disaster you are talking about. 

The emergencies tlıat have re- 
ceived most media attention this 
year — the hurricane in Honduras 
ancl Nicaragua, the famine in Sudaıı 
— illustrate the difference clearly. 
The floods in Central America are a 
sudden, natural disaster; nothing 
could have prevented them. They 
affected poor countries without the 
resources to cope. An ald operation 
was clearly appropriate and was 
carried out with relative efficiency. 

The famine in Sudan, on the 
other hand, is the result of a long- 
running palitical crisls. Too much 
war on top of too little rain. In south- 
ern Sudan in peacetime, a drought 
or flood is something people can 
cope with; in wartime it may be the 
last straw, The same is true İn 
Somalia, where famine is currently 
a threat. And in Angola ~— but there 
no one can be sure, because large 
areas of lhe country are inaccesst 
ble to aid workers. 

Most disasters are a mess of war, 
displacement, hunger and ignorance 
that aid workers call a “complex 
emergency", Aid operations in 
these situations are much more 
expensive, less efficient, and politi- 
cally more problematic than dealing 
with a hurricane. To feed the hun- 
gry and treat the sick is to become 
part of lhe war economy. The price 
ail agencies pay for access to needy 
populations is collaboration with 
governments or rebel forces, The 
first concern of (hese local powers 
is probably uot the well-being of the 
people. It is their own survival. 

In Somalia, for example, lacal 
militias operate protection rackels 
that (force ald agencles to employ 


£40,000 by the Mail on Sunday for hia story, may 
well alide between the two categorlea, but the 
Official Secrets Act cannot tell the difference. As 
the French court was ouly too aware, Britiah law 
allows no public interest defence. 

Now must surely be the time to consign the Act 
as it currently stands to the dustbin where it 
belongs. It ia the bastard child of a “ternporary” 
law — rushed through a panicked House of 
Commons in 1911 in juat 30 minutes, And yet it 
haa taken raat in the Whitehall culture, gagging Its 
owı citizens and preventing them from knowing 
the actions undertaken in their nane. The 
Government should scrap it, and replace it with 
the Freedom of Information Act it promised, but- 
tregsed by a new mechaniam to prevent acts of 
betrayal which genuinely threaten national secu- 
rity. For at its core, this ia a matter of democracy: if 
this is an elected government, tlıe voters have the 
right to know what ls up to. 

The second welcome outcome is leas obvious, 
By refusing Britain's request, Judge Elisabeth 
Ponroy refused to play the old political game, in 
which neighbouring governments approach extra- 
dition requests less as judicial questions than as 
political favours. Her action is in atep with the 
gradual emergence of a world judicial order, epito- 
mised by the new international criminal court 
whase establlahment was recently agreed in Rome. 
Such an order’s guiding principle will, we hope, be 
to put justice above realpolitik, 

Finally, the Shayler case has shed some helpful 
light on the institutional problems that dog the 
British security services. Not least of these is the 
absence of a credible safety valve, by which dis- 
affected employees might let off steam before feel- 
ing compelled to go publlc. Last month's report by 
the Commons Intefligence and Security Committee 
wisely recommended the creation of “normal” 
industrial tribunals for complainants. The 
Government should hear that advice — and the more 
searching implications of a welcome decision. 


Gore plays the 
democracy card 


THE WORLD ta used to American politicians 

lecturing other countries on how to run thelr 
affairs. The message is usually put in terma which 
conforma to the United States’ own interests, and 
concentrates on economic prescriptions ~— open 
marketa, free movement of capital, and untram- 
melled access for foreign investment. When it 
strays İnto issues of democracy and human rights, 
it tends to be couched in low-key terms. No won- 
der, then, that Vice-President Al Gore caused a 
stornı with hls performance in Malaysia. Speaking 
for Bill Clinton, he broke with the customary 
diplomatic code by picking up the word 
“Reformasi” which Malaysia's opposition uses and 
endorsing the “brave people” calling for change. 
By declining bilateral meetings with the govern- 
ment, he added salt to the wounds. 

It would be easy to knock Mr Gore by concen- 
trating on his motives. Malaysia, after all, is a rela- 
tively risk-free target of little atrategic significance. 
In defence of so-called Aslan values its prime min- 
ister, Mahathir Mohamad, has been equally out- 
apoken himself. His younger one-time deputy, 
Anwar [brahim, now heing hounded in the 
Malaysian courts, has a neo-liberal view of eco- 
nomic policy that is closer to Mr Gore's, By taking 
sides with him Washington is clearly looking to isi- 
gratiate itself with the next generation of Malaysian 
leaders in the hope that they will be more sympa- 
thetic to the prevniling US ideology. 

While this is all true, Mr Gore made a broader 
point that dernocrancies do better than authoritar- 
ian regimes in coping with economic downturns. 
Though the speech contained no self-criticism of 
past American policy, this was a profound shift, 
For years Washington supported the hard-line 
government of Indonesia's President Suharto on 
the grounds that it could best guarantee prosper- 
ity. It took a siınilar line in South Korea until the 
last presidental election there. A» long as 

ecanomies were brondly on the upawing, the US 
saw democracy as a lesser issue. The arrival of 
crisis has caused the re-think. 

Now the message should be addressed to the 
economies of the Gulf with their excessive reliance 
on the waning asset of oll. Will Washington start to 
tell the represaive Arab regimes of the region that 
they must ınove towards pluralism and representa- 
tive government? The Clinton/ Gore message does 


| 


not apply to Malaysia alone. 
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Schröder breaks 
nuclear taboo 


ERHARD Schréder’s coalition has made a 

welcome declaion to pick the nuclear weapons 
1asue as the first ares for change in foreign policy. 
In ınost demacraciea the aubject has been so de- 
mearıed by cheap hartbs impugning the loyalty or 
masculinity of those who queatlon the conven- 
dlonal wisdom that serlous debate is nearly impos- 
sible. The German government now contains a 
healthy contingent of Greena who have never hid- 
den thelr disquiet over nuclear weapona. in their 
long years in opposition the Social Democrats also 
had somc creative thoughts on defence. In power 
the {wo parties want Nato to abandon its refusal to 
pledge not to be the firat to use nuclear weapona. 
At the United Nations laat week, Germany also 
persuade! Nato’s other non-nuclear members not 
to oppose A vote calling on the nuclcar atates to 
remove the warheada from thelr missiles and 
thereby cut the risk of accidental launch. 

As Nato prepares the new strategic doctrine it 
will adopt o1 ita SOth anniveranry next April, thease 
are valuable moves. During the cold war Nato kept 
the option of “golng nuclear" hecauge the Warsaw 
Pact had superior conventlonal forces. Now, 
against a depleted Rusalan army, even assuming 
Nato could again find îtself at enmity with Moscow, 
its rejection of a “No Firat Use" pledge no longer 
makes senge. Unless jt is based otı inertia, today’s 
reluctance has other causes — though they too 
need to be exanıined. One is the desire of the 
United States to make Nato a global instrument 
operating beyond its European origins and without 
a UN mandate. The other la the growing tendency 
ta see nuclear weapons as a device against states 
which use or threaten to use chemical and biologl- 
cull weapons (CBW). The US 1a developing “earth- 
quake nukes" able to penetrate underground 
bunkers to destroy CBW laboratories and stocks. 
Laat week's Iraqi criaia was the sort of scenario 
that could have led to the first uae of nuclear 
weapons since 1946, 

It is true that the threshold between biological 
ard nuclear weapons has narrowed. A germ 
warfare attack on a city could kill half a miltion 
people, possibly more than a “tactical” nuclear 
weapon. But uaing nuclear weapons is still a 
psychological leap into a black hole, with one 
weapon leading to another in a fatal escalation. 
Keeping nuclear weapons to counter CBW also 
makea İt hard to hold the non-prollferatian line. 
For breaking the taboo on these issues Germany 
deserves international support. 


Another blow to 
UK secrecy law 


AVID Shayler ia not exactly hero material, 
When he served in the British security ger- 
vices he was hardly appalled by the excessive, in- 
trusive and unwarranted spying it conducted 
against his fellow British citizens: on the contrary, 
he often felt that MIS and MI6 did not go far 
enough. His gricvance against the spooks was not 
born of conaclence so much as frustration; he felt 
his appetite for derring-do was constrained by’ bor- 
ing old red tape. David Shayler does not fit the 
template of the liberal whistleblower, 
Even sn, (hose who care about open government 
should welcome last week's ruling in a French 
court, blocking Mr Shayler's extradition to Britain 
uncler (he Official Secrets Act. That move, which 
aaltouncied nimast everyone Involved, could mark A 
step toward three charyfces —~ all of them positive, 
First, the French disımissul of Britain's prosecu- 
tion of Mir Shayler as “politically motivated", cou- 
pled with the court's ruling that the Officiui Secrets 
Act is political ix its nature, should further erode 
the credibility of that badly outdnted and deeply 
flawed law. As it stands, It is fittle nıore than a tool 
for closed government, enabling Britain's leaders to 
act in the dark, away from public view, It is a blumıt 
fnstrument, so contprekenaive that it brackets the 
innermost secrets uf national security with anything 
the spooks deem unfit for the eyea and ears of the 
citizenry — includiug members of Parliament, 
Worse, it falls to distinguish between the different 
ways in which the law can be broken: a former 
employee who sells secrets for cash is on a par with 
the whistleblower driven by conscience to haul 
secrets into the open, Mr Shayler, who was pald 


Bonn Urges 
New Nuclear 
Doctrine 


William Drozdiak in Berlin 


ERMANYS new left-wing gov 

ernment is facing its first seri- 
ous clash with the United States by 
proposing lhat NATO bıeak one of 
its central strategic cloctrines arl 
pledge thant it will never’ be the firsl 
to use nıiclear weapons. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder's 
coalition government plans lo press 
il3 case for' ihe change it a key mect- 
ing uf NATD foreign minislers in 
Brussels on Devenıbecr § anl 9, Cer 
many will argu thal a new overall 
sirntegic rlactine being prepuırel 
for NATO, to be unveiled al the 
alliances 5Oth anniversary sınunil 
conference in Washinglon nex! 
April, should rule ott use of nuclear 
weapons beforo any foe 1 prove thal 
Western [PWUrs iri SEJOUS di 
crenlual nuclvar di 


new Geri government, maele’ UI 
ef Schroeder's Social Democrats 
ane be ruvironnmenlalist Greens. 
would nitinıain continuity in Bom , 
foreign aud secuily pulicies, UM, : 
vials warned that ouch i 
ınalie shill in tlelertener stir 
one that has kept he nue 
for wre {han OO Ys — 
gravely undermine faith iı NATO 
wiliiu'y comunilmelits. 

But German officials say funclitr 
menial changes in NATÛ'¬ nuclei 
clortrine are long overtluce. They 
argue that bold initiatives sucl as a 
no-firsl-uıse pledge are necessary lo 
dissuade olher natioııs front PUNSU* 
ing nuclenr arms and to encuurage 
thresllold powers such as Iudia ancl 
Pakistan to renounce any recotırse 
to weapons of mass destructiol1, 

Officials say the proposal could 
donıinate discussion at the upcoın- 
ing NATO ministers’ nıeeting and 
lead to an acrimonious public de- 
bate artong the allies. “I have sig- 
naled to NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana that we want to talk 
about this, because we see things 
differently,” German Foreign Minls- 
"wr Joschka Fischer told the news 
magazine Splegel. “We must dis- 
cuss lt spenly in the alliance without 
creating tha impression that Ger- 
many is golngVs own way now.” 

The nofirstise pledge was 
quickly enshrined inthe governing 
program hammered out by the 
Sacial Democrats and the Greens 
after they ousted Helmut Kohl's 
conservative coalition in last Sep- 
tember's elections. Both parties 
have crusaded for nuclear disarma- 
ment in the past, bul they down- 
played the tissue afiead of the vote, 
` Earlier thls month, Germany 
stunned the" U,S., Britain and 
France — NATO's three nuclear 
powers — by breaking ranks and 
abstaining on a motion on nuclear 
disarmament püt' forward by neutral 
cöuntries at the United ' Nations. 
German officlals ackndwledged that 
endorsing thie disarmament pro- 
posal would have triggered a major 
‘row with its leading allies, but thêy 
sald the hew governınent wanted to 
serve notice İt was serious about 
campaigning to have NATO ' re 
nounce firstuse and to diminish the 
alert status of ltê nuclear weapons. 


U.S. Agents Bust Global Smuggling Ring 


the Unitecl States to tlıe nıoney-latın- 
derers who transfer the proceeds. 

"Our goal was to dismantle (hesê 
flesh cartels from top to bottom . . . 
and altack then as vigorously as wê 
attack drug cartels,” said Paul E. 
Coggins, the U.S, altorney in Dallas 
who İs prosecuting the case. He said 
the {legal immigrants were amug- 
gled to nore than 1,000 job sites in 
at least 38 states. He declined to 
elaborate on what specific busi- 
nesses received them, saying thal a 
second phase of the invesligation 
would target cınployers, who could 
face “crininal, civil ancl adıninistrit- 
live penalties if they knowingly 
tired illegal aliens." He sall no er- 
ploycrs have yet buen chxiırged. 

The ring charged the illegal im- 
nuigranls $20,000 lo $28,000 cach tı 
br smugglerl inlo the U.S, through 
circuitous routes fhat ollen ook 
months lo complete. 


destination for 4: qgpeciea of 
explorers. The apace taflon, in 
that sense, is the obviot rext 
step, Whether that step leads to 
interplanetary travel, noon colon- 
ization or something we can't 
today foretell Isnt clear. But 
thatrtti n way, is the poink. 


trigued by tle idea of impeaching 
and convicting the president for 
lying about the Lewinsky affair and 
obstrucing justice, but allowing 
him to complete his term with the 
proviso that he could never again 
hold public office. 

“1 don’t think the Constitution 
provides for censure," he said. “I. 
would establish a bac! precedent and 
weaken our form of government, I 
do think we have to do our duty and 
détermine whether high crimes and 
misdemeanors were comınitted.”" 

Five Republicans, Including se- 
nlor members of tie approprlatioris ' 
‘and budget committees and ‘a 
prominent conservative activist, 
have sald they will vote no shotuld : 
the House Judiciary Committée re- 
port out "articles of ‘impeachment 
next month. A handful ûf othe mode , 
erates have indicated privately that 
they will oppose impeachment but 
to make that 


‘stance public,” 


conspiracy and money-laundering in 
Dallas, where the case will be prose 
cuted. Ten suspects are still at large. 

The ring, consisting of three 
averlapping organizations, smug- 
gled mostly Indiaııs, but also col 
lected people from countries like 
Pakistan, Syria and Afghanistan. 

INS agents in Dallas initiated the 
investigation after finding a group of 
Indians who were being transporled 
to job sites in other states. 

Attorney General Janet Reno said 
the beneficiaries werc “employers 
who wanted cheap labor and fearful 
workers who could be easily 
manipulated." 

INS afficials sall the case 
markecl the first time that a major 
alien-snuggling operalion has been 
coınpletely taken down — from the 
kingpins who run the operations 
from overseas havens lo the sinug- 
glers who move the immigranls inlo 
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۰ e 
A digital impreasion shows the international space station as it wilt be when complênq in 2004 


where along the way the project 
will be struck by disasters, large 
and amall. The scientific ratlo- 

nales are a stretch. 
But (here's never been an en- 
tirely_logloal-jırettfeation -for the 
€ program beyond the fact 


grants smuggled into the United 
States each year. An estimated 
275,000 illegal aliens settle annually, 
and smuggling organizations play 
an increasingly important role in 
sneaking them into the country. 

In the past few weeks INS agents 
have arrested 21 suspects in five 
slates, Puerto Rico and the Baha- 
ınas, culminating a year-long inves- 
tigation in which the agency for the 
first time used new federal wiretap- 
ping authority granted under {he 
sweeping 1996 immigratlon law. 
Among those picked up were two of 
the operation's three allegecl ring- 
Jeaders — all Indians with resi- 
dences in London, the Balıamas or 
Quilo, Ecuador. The third sus- 
pected ringleader is believed to be 
in India, officials said. 

The three are among 31 clefen- 
dants who were charged with vari- 
ous counts of alieırsınuggling, 


were named with flrıgers crossed. 

A case canı easily be made that 
the whole convoluted scheme is 
crazy. It will divert billlons of dol- 
lara from other aclentiflc projects. 
Robots in space worfK far 


more 8 often as well. 
ا‎ a’ given that sori fhat- space is tie obvloua naxtr 


StI al Sea Over Clinton. 


‘Jack Kingston, R-Georgia. “I think 
that's going to be the cage with lots; 
of members, I'm not 10Û percent! 
convinced they are impeachable. I 
want to know more." 7 
Starr's 12 hours of testimony mey 
have emboldened GOP members of 
the Judiciary ‘Cornımittee in thelr 
drive {or inapeachment, but other 
House Republicans are fa’ more 
divided about the wisdom of that ap- 
proach. There was little discernible 
evidence that the independent cûun- 
şèl's appearance — wille deemed 
impressive by many —~ had much 
Impact in changing minds. And 
even some conservatives who haye 
criticized the president were mus- 
ing about finding creative alterna: 
tives out ofthe crisis. ا‎ 
Rep. David M. Mcintosh of Indi 


! 1 ny i "| anû, the {eader of the House GOP's: | are not yet ready 
` fenses are, impeachable;” said Rep.. e : 


rvative caucus, sald hie 1s lr 


“Tm very certain there are not: 
enough votes tû impeach the presi- 
dent,” said Rep: Peter T. King, R- 
New York, ort of the opponents. 
While the allegations against the 
president may well constitute viola- 
tions of the law, he said, “1 do not be- 


` lieve they are Impeachable offenses 


comparable to treason or bribery.” 

Members’ sèarch for a way out İs 
propelled by several factors, not least. 
ga kich is their recognition that the 
Senên is unlikely tû muster the two-: 
hirds Munrlty needed to convict and 
remove thé resident, But many also 
fear Clinton Meebt go unpunished 
uihless an alterTaiyg' sanction’ is 
found, And some laWi.akers appar 
geniinely cûnflicted OYtı whether 
the ` presidedts conduct. nerits 
throwing him out of office’ 

*“ want tþ hear why these 


Willlam Branlgin 


NTHE largest such case in U.S. 
I history, federal agents have dis- 
mantled a global immigrant 
smuggling operation that brouglıt 
as many as 12,000 people, most of 
1hem Indians, into the United States 
over a three-year perlocdl at tlhe le- 
hest of employers who placed or- 
ders for cheap, compliant workers, 
U.S. officlals announced last week. 
Most of the illegal immigranls 
were smuggled in through Moscow 
and Cuba by a ring that operated on 
four continents and amassed nore 
ihan $200 milton in smuggling fees. 
Although the [mmigration and 
Naturalization Service described 
ihe ring as the largest and most 
soplıisticated ever encountered, of- 
ficials said its vast operations ac- 
counted for only a fraction of the 
tens of thousands of illegal immi- 


First Launch 
Heralds New 
Bra in Space 
i EDITORIAL 


HE Munhattan ticker-tape 
Parade this month for astro- 
nau and senator John Glenn 
marked the end of an era associ- 
ated with individual heroics in 
space. With the successful 
Russian iaunclı last week of the 
first module of the international 
Space station — an alliance of 16 
nations — a new, more collahora- 
the perlod got underway. The 
"Right Smff’” battles of the past 
~— to be first in space, first in 
orbit, first to the moon and s0 on 
—are now well and truly over. 
fall goes according to plan — 
û Jupiter-sized “if" — the statlon 
will become a nearly permanent 
orbiting laboratory where teams 
f seven scientists work for long 
Stretches of time, It is to be as- 
Sembled piece by piece, space- 
Walk by spacewalk, launch after 
launch, during the next five years 
¬8 hugely ambitious project. It's 
lear that the firat two modules, 
Zarya (“Sunrise”) and Unity, 
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Republicans 
2 îmnin and Helen Dewar 

TEN ns Judiciary Comittee 
EN u push for-articles of 
e ; against President 
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In Brief 


T HE Dow Jones index hit a 
record high on Monday, re 
turning to levels rıot seen since 
mid-July. Analysts said the 
Federal Reserve's three cuts in 
interest rates and a recovery in 
Asian markets have restored 
confidence in the long-term 
Prospects for the US economy, 


ICROSOFT agreed to mod- 
ify its Windows 98 operat. 
ing system to comply with a 
federal court order, after a judge 
ordered it to stop shipping soft- 
ware that illegally used the Sun 
Microsyatema Java program. 
Reallty check, page 27 


1 
ROSPECTS for the world's 
poorest countriea receiveda ` 

lift wher donor nations agreed 

establish a $20.5 billion lending 
facility to alleviate poverty. 


HE French state-owned 

group, Electricité de France, 
is set to win control of london 
Electricity with a bid in excess of 
$3.3 billion. But victory is cer- 
tain to provoke a row over 
British access to energy markels 
in the rest of the European 
Union and trigger a monopolies 
and mergers investigation. 


$206 billion settlement of 

health claims against 
American tobacco companies 
won the support of all states: 
Philip Morris, RJR Nabisco, 
Locwa Corporation and British 
American Tobacco will pay (he 
ımoncy to 46 stntes over 20 years. 
Missiasippi, Texas, Florida 
Minnesota had already settled 
their claims for $40 billion. 


B RITAIN and Ge eT 
a joint body to lool ۱ 
of creating jobs and reforming 
the economy. But the UK chan’ 
cellor, Gordon Brown, sald tax 
was one issue on which the $0", 
ernments took a “different view” 


UNDREDS of redundancies 
were threatened ا‎ UK 
aa the gloom surroun' 
& Spencer spread. Clothing ase 
plera are beginning to feel 
pinch as M&S directors are 
enmeshed را‎ over the 
successor tO 
Greenbury, its chief executive: 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
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Finns shiver in Russian bear market 


local chamber of conunerce, the 
managing director Jukka Pesuı, 
Tinto Hutlunen, director of the Hut- 
tunen Transporl Cumpany, banker 
Olli-Pekka Toukola and Hannu Lah- 
livesi, exporl manager of a roof tile 
company, amuse i{hemselves by 
swapping anecdotes about their ex- 
periences. 

Mr Huttunen recounts that the 
biggest importer of televisions iı 
Russia in 1995 was an association of 
the blind; Mr Lahtivesl that when he 
worked in St Petersburg you coulcl 
buy Finnish beer through an or- 
phanage. Both scanıs were appar- 
ently designed to avold customs 
duties. 

Afew months back the authorities 
were forced to intervene when 
Russian prostitutes set up a lucra- 
tive business al onc of the roadside 
motels. Finnish customs say there 
was a 25 per cent rise in drug of- 
fences last year, with serjous of- 
fences tripling. 

Customs Inspector Juhani Kuntsi 
says the black market trade in aın- 
phetamines is booming, although 
the most common cıirrency for 
smugglers is cigarettes and vodka, 
which can be sold by Russians on 
the Finnish side of the border for a 
fat profit. 

Mîr Pesu says there is no way of 
knowing whether the money the 
Russians spend is derived from ille- 
gal activitlea. The members of his 
chamber of commerce just take it, 
no questions asked. This winter 
they will need all they can get. 


N 


says. Critics of European Monetary 
Union fucus on the dangers of coun- 
tries being unable to use interest 
rates to respond independently to 
specific shocks to their econonies, 
but they often fail to recognise the 
problenı of small currencies being 
destabilise by capital flows unre- 
laled to economic fundamentals, he 
says. 

However, the new economic situ- 
ation is not free from danger. Fin- 
land has a history of inflation to rival 
the UK's. After six years of export 
led growth, domestic demand, dom- 
inated by sectors with low 
productivity growth, may now take 
up the rıınning. 


O FAR, responsible collec- 
tive bargaining has kept 

costs under control. Simo 
Pinomaa, econoınic policy adviser at 
the Confederation of Finnish Indus- 
try and Employers, says price cont- 
petitiveness in Finland is currently 
about 30 per cent above the average 
recorded by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel 
opment. But with unemployment 
falling, and staff shortages emerg- 
Ing in some sectors, unions are 
starting to mutter about wanting a 
bigger slice of the cake. 

The general mood is, however, 
one of cheerful resignation rather 
than despair. After decades of trad- 
ing with Russla, they are used to the 
volatile business climate which gov- 
erns East/West relations. 

Seated around the table at the 


about 7 per cent of Finnish exports, 
But, as an export-oriented econonıy, 
Finland, which seuıds 40 per cent of 
its output abroad, is also heavily ex- 
posed to the deflationary economic 
winds [ronı Asia. 

As a result, business confidence 
lıas plunged, and economic growtlı 
is forecast by the Bank of Finland to 
slow sharply next year to 2.8 per 
cent ir line with its long-term trend, 
compared with about 5 per cent this 
year. 

In normal circunıstances, with in- 
flation firmly under control at less 
than 2 per cent, the central bank 
could be expected to guard against 
the too severe a slowdown by cut- 
ting interest rates, just as the Bank 
of England's monetary policy com- 
mittee has done at a similar stage of 
the UK's economic cycle, 

But Finland's hands are tiled by its 
decision to join the euro, The mone- 
tary authorities are unperturbed. 
Matti Vanhala, governor of the cen- 
tral bank in Helsinki, says the eco- 
nomic siluatlon is “quite good” and 
could have been ınuch worse had it 
not been for the protection offerecl 
from financial market turbulence by 

Finland's commitment to the euro. 

While other Nordic currencies, 
such as the Swedish krona and Nor- 
wegian krone, have been buffeted 
by the markets in recent months, 
the Finnish markka has been a rock 
of stability. 

“Jt was one of these considera 
iions we always had in mind when 
we decided to join,” Mr Vanhala 


Mark Atkinson 


NNIKKA Salokannel stares 
Ax from her modest jewel 
lery kiosk at the deserted 
duty-free centre at Vaallmaa border 
station, the busiest crossing point 
for land-based trade and tourism be- 
tween Russia and Finland, and con- 
templates another long, alow day. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet 

Union at the beginning of the 1990s, 
Russians lıave been flooding across 
the border from ııearby St Petera- 
burg antl the surrounding area in in- 
creasing numbers to satisfy their 
voraciotıs appetite for Western Con- 
sumer xoods, andl swelling the 
jockels of local retailers in the 
process, But since August the tills 
have stopped ringing. 

"The Russians who come lıere 
just look, they clot buy any more,” 
says Annikka, *If they buy, they buy 
clothes and food, something more 
important than gold rings," 

The economic shockwaves fron 
Russia's financial collapse three 
months ngo are spreading from the 
East to tle West, like the earlier- 
than-usual winter, which las cov- 
ered Finland In a blanket of snow 
since early Noveıuber. As the only 
European Union ınember’ to share a 
borcler with Russia, Finland is bear- 
ing the brunt of the big bear's re- 
cenl misfortune. 

It's not just the purchasing power 
of Russian tourists that has been hit 
by the devaluation of the rouble, 
Wholesale exports to Russia have 
also slumped. The number of trucks 
passing through Vaalimaa border 
station en route to Russia fell fron 
11,791 iı April to 6,577 in October. 
In the ather direction, the reduction 
in traffic volumes ls equally sharp, 
with 7,406 Irucks arriving at Vaali- 
maa İn October, compared with 
15,854 in March. 

It's the same story at the nearby 
port of Kotka, Finland's biggest ex- 
port harbour and the nalin gateway 
to Russla by sea. There, Ari-Pekka 
Saari, administration director of 
Steveco Oy, a port operating com- 
pany which handles about 25 per 
cent of Finnish exports, says that 
Russiarrbound container traffic has 
fallen, from between 7,000 and 8,000 
units a nıonth between January aud 
May to about 2,500 per month now. 

“We are hoping it will go up 
again. We would like to do this busi 
ness (or the next 100 years, but it 
has been a really bad autumn,” Mr 
Saari says. 

At any other time, a fall in busi- 
ness with Russia might not be much 
of a problem. It accounts for only 


debt default triggered a second 
wave of financial turbulence. De- 
gpite the fiscal package announcedl 


last week, Japan's economy is ex- . 
pected to grow by only 0.2 per cent 


following a contraction of 2.6 per 
cent this year. In the summer, the 


OECD had pencilled in growth of 


1.3 per cent for Japan next year and 
only a small recesslon in 1998. 

The United States — hitherto the 
engine of world growth-— is. ex- 


pected to suffer a nıarked slowdown 


in growth next year from 3.5 per 
cent to 1.5 per cent. With'the advent 
of the gingle currency only a few 
weeks away, the OECD said that 
European Union prospects were 
now weaker than it had forecast in 
the summer. e 

: Growth next year would be 2.2 
per cent against ٥2.8 per cent this 
year, leaving the unemployment 
rate stuck at more than-1Û per cent. 


Rates cut urged to avoid world recession 


— a resurgence of protectionism; a 
meltdown in the Japanese banking 
system; a failure to cut interest rates 
qulckly enough; and the risk offi 
nancial contagion ۰ spreading. to 
South America. 


. While .the economies in Europe 


and North America have remained 
robust, “confidence in many coun- 
tries has begun to be adversely. in- 
fluenced by the extent and duration 
of the crisis, as well as tlhe diminish- 
ing prospects for any early tur 
around," the report said. "Financial 
turbulence has now spread to the 
point where few, if any countries re- 
main untouched." :. 

The, OECD said that growth in 
the three main Western trading 
blocs would. be .slower. next year 
than it had predicted before Russla's 


year from 1.8 per cent to 0.8 per 
cent, compared with the UK Trea- 
sury’s prediction of expansion of be- 
tween 1 per cent and 1.5 per cent. 

Economists at the 29-nation think 
tank also believe that the UK will re- 
cover much more slowly than the 
Government expects, wlth, growth 
of 1.5 per cent in 2000 agalnst Chan- 
cellor Gordon Brown's estimate of 
2.25 to 275 per cent, . 

The OECD. suggested the maln 
risk to thgş UK was from possible 
effects, of the slunp in Asia, which 


| cayuld.send financial markets crash- 


ing and.affect confidence. But it algo 
warned the Bank of England of the 
dangers of keeping interest rates too 
high for fear of a wage-price spiral. 

, The DECD highlighted four sepa: 
rate threats. to the global economy 


Larry Elllatt and 
Charlotte Denny 


NE Wests leading economic 
think-tank last week cut its fore- 
casts for world growth next year 
and urged policy makers to keep 
lowering interest rates in an effort 
to head off recession, 

Culting its growtlt forecast for 29 
leading economies from 2,5 per cent 
to 1.7 per cent, the Paris-based Or- 
ganisation for Economic Ço-opera- 
tion and Development sald that in 
the United States and tlıe euro area: 
“Monetary policy slıould . remaln 
biased towards easing,, aş, infjation 
risks have been .conslderably 


` Feduyced or becqme porrgxistent,” 


' The OECD -loweresl its estimate 
of British . economic growth next 


U.S., INTERNATIONAL / She Washington host 19‏ ا 


Shooting Too Much Too Often | Hurricane Mitch Disrupts 
Mine-Clearing Operation 


Clinton and Kim Defend 
Policy Toward Pyongyang 


Israeli Roads 
Carve up 


| 


Ww |: | Jeff Leen, Jo Craven, David 0 Kak e 

Kevin Sullivan and House, legislators, academics and est Bank i, | eekeon and Sat POE and Sert 4 ا‎ 1 9 fon of where the mines were 
١ . 2: ma w1 1 

John F, Harris In Seoul people on the streets of Seoul were 1 ASHINGTON D.C.'s Met- gero Kole! was accurale, but what is now inac- 


voicing grave doubts about North 
RESIDENT CLINTON and | Korea's intentions. 


ropolitan Police Depart- 


د 
Lee Hockstader in the West Bank |.‏ 
ment shot and killed more‏ = 


HOUSANDS of land mines still j curate is the current configuration 
buried in Central America from | ofthe mines." 


ba E aren lara n | here de e e be eT N THE EVE oflreelsar Lg pepe SALT e OS r 
impassioned defenses of thelr poll | ence professor at Yonsei University troop withdrawal from tho any other American city police force. been scattered by flooding and | hopes of clearing Honduras, Costa 
cies of engagement toward North | in Seoul, “Aren't we being a little too West Bank in two years, the Many shootings were acts of mudslides caused by Hurricane | Rica and Guatemala of land mines 
Kot I E e f ERIN Bok | aze ana oft 1 goverrnıment is expropriating courage and even heroism. But in- Mitch. Dislodged mines have killed | and other unexploded munitions by 
ligerent actions by Pyo ا‎ ay North Korea, when their po- large swaths of Palestinian land ternal police files and court records at least two people, posing new | 2000 ancl Nicaragun by roughly 

E DR a ا‎ a to build bypass roads for Jewish reveal a pattern of reckless and safety hazards and disrupting an | 2005 — in whal would make Central 
Korea could undermine U,S. and Shopkeeper Chang پار‎ 1. 54 settlers. indiscriminate gunplay by officers international effort to clear (lue isth- | America the first “mine-{ree" region 
South Korean policy, Presl et Cllr | said "Noy je not the tine 0 The roads are part of an sentinto the streets with inadequate mus ofthe explosives. in the worlkl — have bveıı sel back 
ton responded: OI Eourse I could | our Toney ialo Nerih Korea P unintended effect of the training and little oversight, an In Nicaragua, which has by far | as a result of lhe wesl natural disas- 
But nA beolutely er Ke I American-hrokered interim tightmonth Washington Post inves- the largest number of mines in Cen- | ier 1o strike the isthmus in decades. 
that the policies e e) Bg 0 e 1 & 0 peace accord, known as the Wye tigation has found. tral America — an estimated 73,000 Mine removal uperatios iıı Hun- 
E ka Be CE ih 8 1 1 3 River Memorandum, signed last Washington's officers fire their — an adull was killed recently and | duras, where an estimate 2,000 

ge Ike pouring water Into a broken month at the White House. The weapons at more than double the another person was badly injured | mines remain, have bien haltecl fur 


While Clinton and Kim stand | vase — no ımatter what you do, it 
united in thelr desire to coax North | wilt never fill up to the top.” 
Korea into the sunlight with eco- Clinton and Kim were keenly 


agreement, under which [sracl j 
will turn over an additional 
13 percent of the West Bank to 


rate of police in New York, Los An- 
geles, Chicago or Miami. Deaths 
and injurles in D.C. police shooting 


when onc af the devices explacled, | ahaut three wecks, and ouly litmitod 
and a chilcl diecl in another inciclent. | work is being corluctecl in 
Overall, in {he years since {he con- | Nicaragua. In the ıncanime, te 


nomic and political engagement, | aware of the building storm of criti Palestinian control, was meant 1 1 i 8: 1 
ا‎ 7 r , cases have resulted In nearly $8 mil- flicts that ravaged the region in lhe | progranr's 27 supervisor and 40U 
E critics 0 both E ا‎ and ded their policies as to advance the cause of Middle lion in court settlements and judg- 1980s anc! carly 1990s enrledl, thou- | demining personnel have been as- 
۴ 1 e Re eir calls to | real atic an pragmatic. : ا‎ East peace while lowering the ! menls against the District in lhe last sands of civilians in Nicaragua, Hon- | sisting in storm relief efforts. 
give Nort rea more stick and Kim called his “sunshine policy’ political temperature in the West | six months alone. duras, El Salvador and Guatemala In Nicaragua, where the army 


less carrot. That criticism, which | of engagement the most “realistic” 
has taken on new urgency İn recent Î policy toward North Korea, while 
weeks, threatens to scuttle delicate | warning that Seoul would get tough 


have lost their lives oı' been ımaimed | had planted mines to protect key 
by mines and other unexploded de- Î infrastructure, lhe task of repairing 
vices left over from the wars. many of the 50 bridges davagecdl or 


Bank. ٍ "We shoot too often, and we 
Instead, the accord has : 3 shoot too much wlıen we do shoot,” 
ignited fresh tensions as fsrael ' said Executive Assistant Chief of 


lg policies that Clinton | with Pyongyang if it does not ex- bulldozers have carved new Police Terrance W. Gainer, who Much of the information that | destroyed by Mitch has bevn macle 
1 Kim have spent years building | plain the purpose of the mysterious bypass roads to areas in the ; becanıe the department's second in mine removal experts had ublained Î more difficult due to uncertainty 
and defending, underground facility. West Bank where Jewish settlers coınmand in May, froın governments aboul the mines’ | about where the explosives may 
Members of the „U.S. Congress Clinton called engagement one rushed to atake a claim before it ‘The shootings involve a small pro- locations is now In question, how- Û now be focmMed. "I is Tarsl (e clu Lhe 
and many South Korean officials element of a “cleareyed mixture” of was too late. portion of the Dislrict's 3,550 offi- ever, since su many of the devices j repair work until emergency (lu: 
have expressed concern at recent diplomacy and deterrence, includ- “What kind of peace is this?" cers. But the details of individual . arc thought lo have been pushed Î mining has been clone." Mc Don- 

reports that Pyongyang is increas- | ing the military option presented by said Imad Salim, 25, a cases can be chilling even to police | Professional policing usually leaves suspects alive down nuwuntain slopes itd | ough said. 
İng its production and export of bal | 37,000 U.S. (roops statloned in Palestinian farmer near the Arab veterans: An off-duty police officer riverbeds luring Mitch's drenching İn the caxe of Honduras, ınost 
fislic missiles, and that it ls building | South Korea. And he warned that | FA 1 village of Al Khadr, just south of olıt walking in August 1995 fired 11 | decacle; 19 officers have shot 1henr- | Washington from 1990 to 1997 — a | assault on Central America. Also, | peacetime deaths and injuries have 
a massive underground facility that Congress will abandon support for : 1 َ E ا‎ Jerusalem. “If peace means los- limes while trying to stop and un- | selves or other officers accidentally. | number surpassed by only a half. | while some nines likely were undlis- Î ocurred in small. agricultural 
may be related to reviving its | key initiatives ioward North Koren 1 Ei : 2: ing our land, what good is it?” armed motorist who had hit a ulilily In the internal records used to | dozen other U.S. cities, each much | turbed, others may have exploded i towns along the Nicaraguan borcler. 
nuclear weaponıs program. if Pyongyang does not coıne clean | Vincent van Gogh's 1889 self-portrait, Artist Without Beard: Last A dozen new roads — more pole and left the scene, An ofiduty | track shooting trends, D.C. pollce | bigger than the District. duriııg the storm. Allhough Hunduras had nı war uf 
Even as Clinton and Kim spoke Î on ils missile program and nuclear | week it became the third most raluable painting sold at auction j than 50 miles’ worth in all, police officer fishing in May L995 | undercounted by nearly one-third Criminologists say no slngle fac- Furthermore, officials said (hal j its own, it served as a staging area 
inside the ornate presldentlal Blue | ambitions. when it fetched $71 milion at « Christie’s sale in New Yorlc some up to 100 feet wide — will shot an unarmed man three times | the number of people they killed | tor fully explains police shooting | large amounts of mud and debris will Î for U.S-backed cunlras in their 
enable West Bank settlers to after arguing with him. In August, | from 1994 to 1997, tallying only 29 | trentis. The Post considered five Û hanıper efforts to «letect and destroy | fight igainsl Nicaragua's Sandinista 

skirt Palestinian communities an officer chasing an irrational truck | fatal police shootings. The Post in- | factors for Washington and 26 other Û mines, as will storm devastation in- | forces. 

0 4 e en route to other Jewish driver who had rammed several cars | vestigation confirmed 43 fatal police | large cities — population, violent | flirted un a new miue-removal base Officials involved in a mult 
TMS Paw Ina an Us SlIa 0O0 S er enclaves, as well as to Israel! fired 38 times into the Lruck's cab, | shootings in that period, Seven fatal | crime, homicicle, size of the force | that had just been set up in Hon- | national mine removal effort nuted 
٬ proper. The government Insists killing the unarmed driver. shootings were nissing from police j and violent crime arrests, By each Î duras near the Nicaraguan border. that while devices of war conlinue (o 


the new roads are a security li . . The extent and pattern of police | shooting trend records, and seven | of these measures, Washington is “The complexity has clıanged | kill and injure people long after 
line for Jewish settlers living in | ¥ | shootings have been obscured from | other fatal shootings were mis- | above the average lor large citles in | and the urgency level lıas in- | peace was negotiated, here are 
West Bank communities that will | 1 public view. Police officials investi | labeled as nonfatal. the number of police shootings. creased, The size of the envelope, if | other pressing consequences con- 
: gate incidents in secret, producing No one disputes that D.C. police Still, violent streets do not en- | you will, has expanded,” said | cerning the prevalence of mines. 
reports that become public only | have had ample reason to draw their | tirely explain the rise of D.C. police ÎÛ Willian A. McDonough, a retired | Fear about the devices has discour- 
when a judge intercedes. In a small weapons in many cases, and there | shootings in this decade. Fatal | U.S. Army colonel and senior con- | aged the cultivation of vast areas, 
menniy-class destroyers belng built | diplomat in Beijing. “Also, they havc Î Palestnlan hands. hearing room closed to the public, | have been many dangerous inci- | shootings by Washington police | sultant to the Organization of Amer- | hurt economic development, im- 
in St. Petersburg. a pretty healthy contempt [or the *Our goal is to prevent con’ nine of every 10 shootings are ruled | dents in which officers displayed re- | more than doubled from 1992 to | ican States (OAS) for (he land nıine | peded the repatriation of refugees 
days” when China and Russia | dent Slobodan Milosevic un Kosovo | More important, Russian media | Chinese military.” frontatlons between the (wo justilel by department officials | straint and discipline. Indeed, eight | 1995, wlıile homicides dropped | cleanup program that It1s coordinat- ÎÛ and restricted employment opporlur 
walked together on the road to | and echoed Moscrr 3 calls for a | reported in April that the Progress “We are selling the Chinese very | groups,” aaid Shlomo Dror, who read the reports filled by inves- | District police officers were killed in | from the record peak in 1991. ing in Central America. “The infor- | nities, observers said. 
Communisin, peaceful setilenwnt of the standoff | aviation firm In Arsenyev, in Rus- | tte," said Leutenant-General | spokesman for Israel's civil gating officers but generally hear 
In a small room, a Chinese clele- | with Iraq, Cninese officials have | sla's Far East, has started producing | Vladimir Mikhailov, the vice com- | administration in the occupied 00 witnesses, 
gation negotiated with officials from | noted puıcly that Russia sides with | 30 Sunburn anti-ship missiles for | nander of Russia's alr force. | territorles. 


“The line out of the Russian 
Embassy is that aııyone privy to all 
the details of these deals is not that | become more isolated when the 
uncontortable that Russia is giving | Israeli troops withdraw, leaving 
thought to have ordered two Sovre- | away the farm," said a Western | 40 percent of the West Bank in 


submarices and 48 Sukhotpro- 
ducer Su-27 fighter jets, and has 
gipued a licensing deal to produce 
»00ut 200 more in China. Beijing is 


س 
John Pomfret in China of hostility between Russia and‏ 
a —_______ | China had given way to a powerful‏ 
HE scene at the Sukhoi | “strategic partnership" that alms to‏ 
aircraft company’s bustling | forge a “new order" to clıallenge‏ 
office here at the Zhuhai air | U.S. domination of the world arena.‏ 
show last week reminded one Russ- China has backed Russia's stans*‏ 
ian weapons engineer of the “old Î in supporting Yugoslavia'a „creak‏ 


Police shootings began to rise at 


the aerospace firm, Russian officials | Chin? ln its opposition to U.S. plans | China, The Sunburn is one of the | Mikhailov was standing in a plush Few Palestinians regard road the beginning of the decade with a - 
said the Chinese are interested in | {a theater missile defense qet- | few missiles that can travel at twice | function room of the Zhuhai Holel, | bıuilding ir the West Bank a8 huge Înfusion Gf new, ill-prepared 8 له‎ 
adding Sukhoi's Sıu30 fighter | work in Asia. the speed of sound while skimming | having just exchanged toasts with | being just about security, let را‎ and the adoption of the N ۷ E ST [ N T H E B E ST 
bomber to their arsenal, along witha No one expects Beijing's tles to Û the ocean's surface, several Chinese officlals associated | alone convenience. They say tê ighttrigger, highly advanced Glock 
staleoftheart antiship missile. | Moscow to eclipse China's relations | “This one could hurt U3," al with the arms” trade, “But if they | intent of the new roads, and , [9mm as the department's 
China is a good customer to,Aussia's | with Washington. China's trade with | official :S. Defense Intell | want to buy the Su-30, we will sell it | thelr effect, is to strangle the i | ¥rvice weapon. By the mid-19905s, 
arms manufacturers —_ 1t already | Russia, for example, is only a frac- | gence . "¬. fo them." ` ` . | natural growth of Palestinlan shootings by officers had doubled 
owns Russian fighters, submarines | tion of its trade with the United 1 eree-ouparta._think fhe _Su-30 | towns and villages, to divide and 19 record levels even as a succes- 
and antiaircraft atteries. States: $4.12 billion with Russia for |’ HINAS shopping spree in | fighter-bomber would mark 4 Siu. | control the West Bank by slicink son of police administrations failed GE 
"China and, Russia [used to be] | the first nine months of 1998'çomr- Moscow comes when the | ficant upgrade for China's air force: lo accurately track shooting pat- Mut 
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` “ın and to defeat hopes for 
allies," saiq-Yladimir Konohov, the j pared with more than $60 billion in rest of Asia is reeling from an | Richard Fisher, a specialist on the eA at ofa Palestinian terns or ا‎ a, 
lead deşigner of the Su-37, one of | the same period with the U,S. His | economic و‎ that has Ruled Gaines mary ahe o 0 19 is Tarael'g pole me -- ا‎ pelor Mutual Ponds * a 4, E 0 الا ا‎ 0 ul 
Russia's top fighters. “Perhaps that | torical distrust also bedevils the re- | arms acquisition programs. This | Heritage Foundation in Washing- : pode hd ett uu 
اا‎ ۶ eS 1 haş left China, Taiwan, Singapore | ton, said selling the Su-30.to China Î Abdullah Ghneim; me 
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day will come again.” lationship, as dogs China's desire to 1 “i ctthe demand 

Fifty years ago, a shared ideology bly 4 ake Olê central Asla | and, to a lesser extent, Japan as the | would give Beljing “the basis of a Khady, a Paleatinian jet 2 1 ad ne up le TU un Ih 0 8 0 0 
brought China and Rusala together | and Mongolia —~ areas that Moscow ly coiniles bolstering el mode n ن‎ i e E 1 WER ran. E in : : 0 : 5 1 
before that relationship degener- | regards g8 ita turf. .| senals — raising concern in other. | „ Eric MecVadon, a former U.Ş, | — and goon o!  Thelr © lice rece ٰ : : 1 ۱ : or oe lk Bi 
ated into Re a border Nonethelesg, the, emerging ties |. . | Navy admiral and defense attache in | .Israeli &.ronds, “Th ion j ad five mes the popu- i ES ۹ : N 


1 + is to bloqk a2 that period, D.C, offi- 
skirmishes ln the 1960s. Today, Ch | have, raised eyebrows in the West Beling. agreed that “Washington | ultimate iP 0 blo eae cere e E D.C, off. 


nese cash and a concern about the | and Asla because the bulk of the should worry about more-advanced Md to destroy any geographical 


United States’ dı 1 0 hip is founded on Russian fighters and qulet diesel. sub-'| 5 Angeles Police Dı ١ ce A DONA 

affelrs are fueling a renalssgnce 11 | arms eles to Chinas Peoples ber. marines tha China might purchase, | erjantay geween Pa." | Û has more haf dO E 

tles between the two giants, . . ؛‎ ation Army (PLA). During the past from Russia. de e 8 : "The road were approved bY serves six times the population,’ Û AAA ed bonds a your hole 2 ١ . ۴ 7 
On Sunday, Jiang Zemin traveled ' Î four years, for example, arms sales. However,” he added, : Î Israel's cabinet — whlch wS |: Washington police have: TTI ID Ut ا ب وو ل‎ :- 0 1 
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keep all this in perspeci 


to Russia for the sixth summit be- |. from Russia to Clea accounted for. e hee 0 
1 Gd th tO COUN- بلا‎ 1 ot a pb al uo rite 
fira nora Romero meting e tell ale. 0? bilion a year. ves more mite eae, hele’ Bak le cever rik ren li een 2 lo une of the Diriet, e Imad 
with Borîs Yeltsin, the ailing Russlan China is Riussig's.sçcond-biggest |. : PTA 1 EH 0 to 1 : 
president. Jiang is expected to offer | armş customer et to, India, West purchases ot alle he ADÎ e by ا‎ 9 Sle firearms 
Î. food as well aş cash to aid Russia's j ern defenge experts. say its main ا ا‎ 
economy, Chinese sgurce§ şal weapons purchases from Russia are °. 1 ORE ON 
Russia's ambassador to Beljing, | desigped not to help China fill. 0 إل‎ 12 n kill, Bauk of Copenhad 
Igor Ragachev, told Çhina's pificlal. | shortterm cornbat capability but, to, | We counterpa وز ولق‎ |. hOqp.¥ drawpl و‎ e 
New China News Agèncy, last week: | gain access to advancedtechnology. |. 14 e hi i cE a i 2 : . 
that the trip was a sign that decades | China has bought four Kilo-class 
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Belgian left 
divided on 
Vlaams Blok 


Luc Rosenzwelg Mm Brussels 


ITH a general election only 

seven months away, Bek 
gium's main political parties, botlı 
Dutch-speaking and French-speak- 
ing alike, cannot agree on how to 
deal with Vlaams Blok, the far-right, 
xunoplıabic and separalist piu'ty in 
Fitanclers. 

Their differences came oul inlo 
the open when Vlnams Blok held ils 
parly conference in Brussels on 
November 4 The liberal burgu- 
master of Brussels Capital Rexion, 
François-Xavier de Donnca, banned 
the conference ûn the grouncls tlınl 
several groups intended lo stage an 
ant-Vlaamıs Blok demonstration. 

Thal ban was İınmcdiately liflecl 
by the interior minister, Luc van 
ten Bosselhs, who is a menber' of 
the Flemish EDutchspeaking) 
Socialist parly (SPP. He ordlercel (he 
governor uf Brussels t0 enmure Lhe 
cunference was held under pulice 
proleclion. 

The governor is Raymyoncle Dury, 

a former MEP and a ınember uf lhe 
Walloon (French-spvaking) - 
ist party {PS), who is marr 
Jean-Pierre Cot, a French $ 
and vice-presiden of the Euruvpean 
Parliament. 
Dury knuckled under, but an- 
nounced her resignation [our day's 
later, nol withoul taking a swipe at 
her administrative superior: “I tried, 
against my will and convictions, to 
perform a loyal role as a cog in the 
workings of the state. But I have 
been duped and treated with a great 
deal of hypocrisy." 

This clash within the Socialist 
family prompted the presidents of 
the Walloon and Flemislı sister par- 
tiles, Philippe Busquin and Fred Erd- 
man respectively, to fix a meeting in 
the near future to decide on a joint 
approach to the problenı of dealing 
with Vlaams Blok. This will be no 
easy matter, as the SP, many of 
whose working-class voters have 
Vlaams Blok sympathies, tends to 
exploit nationalistic feelings. 

The whale incident illustrates the 
difficulties lacing the democratic 
parties, botlı in government and in 
opposition, in trying to stern mount- 
ing support for Vlaams Blok, which 
has radically changed the traditional 
political lie of the land since the be- 
ginning of the nineties. 
Vlaams Blok got 7.8 per cent of 
the national vote at the last general 
election in 1995, and 12.4 per cent in 
Flanders. It did beat of all in citles 
such as ‘Antwerp and Mechelen, 
where it topped 20 per cent. 
`. ‘Breaches have appeared in the 
cortlon sanilaire set up by the other 
partles in the hope of isolating 
Vlaams Blok, a movement that 
advocates separatism and whose 
rallying ‘cry is “Belgie, barstl" 
(Burst, Bolglum!”). 5 

A bill almed at stopping public 
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wlıy SBS-Agro, a bank wilh ane of 
ıhe highest levels uf forcigu clebl 
($1 billion, shuuld be rescued by 
nalionalisulion, while Inkombank, 
{be bunk with the second-largesl 
vnlume of private cusloncrs’ 
deposits, has been allowcd lo go 1v 
the wall. “The crileria are purely [x 
litical," says a Weslern analyst. 

Private customers are the other 
great losers in this crisis. In Septe m- 
ber the Russian government sUug- 
gested to the customers of six 
leading banks that they should 
transfer their foreign currency ac 
counts to the Sberbank (savings 
bank) by October 12 and change 
those holdings into roubles. 

On November 11 Prinakov 
announced that the Russian state 
was no longer In a position to under- 
write accounts in banking establish- 
ments not on the list of survivors. 
The 720 banks singled out for clo- 
sure hold one third of all private 
customers’ deposits. 

(November 18) 


agaln, political considerations have 
shaped the Iraqis’ attitude: they are 
trying to restore tiles with . their 
nelghbours, many of whom suffered 
as a resukt of the Gulf war. 

When Egypt came out İn support 
of the US-led coalition, Egyptian im- 
migrant workers were unceremont 
ously flung out of Iraq. And until last 
year, when Iraq began making timid 
overtures to Syria, there had been 
no diploouatic relations between the 
two countries for 20 years. Argsb 
suppliers have now cornered an 
overall marketshare of 20 per cent 
of all deals made under the oil-for- 
food arrangement. 

«Aiother form of normalisation, 
that' has got under way since. last 
summer is the gradual resumption 
of ‘pilgrimages to holy. Shia sites 
such. as An Najaf and Kerbela, 

. where the tombs of:Ali and Hussein 


(the Prophet's 'gorrin-law and grand: | .morıey going to parties with a racist 
: gon respectively) aré located THis |: and .xenophobic platform has also 
trend has chiefly benefted the hotel | caused. a aplit within the ruling 
sector, wlıch. thrives on a dally in |‘ coalition of Walloon and Flemish! 
‘flux of about 2,000 pilgrims, most of | Social ' Christians and Socialists! 
them Asian. A !forelgn diplomat Î Although vigorously supported by 
' based in Baghdad reckons that.each | the Walloon ‘PS, the blll haa not 


pilgrim brings in $500 to Iraq — no | bcen welcomed 'by the CYP; which 

.meai sum, ‘given the state the coun- |. believes it is not an efféctiye waj/.of 

tfylsin,. “ri ... . . ct < ' |. countering Vlaams Blok...  , 
` ` (November 18) (November 19) : 


indebtedness? “Even the central 
bank davsı'l know the figures," 
says Moadlveclev, According to a 
Russian banker, “theyre all trying 
10 keep heir heals above walter 
while secretly negoliating will nin- 
isters or the central bank". 

Any assessment of the siluatiun is 
mude particularly difficult by ranı- 
pant fraud. Investigations have 
started into the activity of Inkom- 
bank, whose portfolio of assets İs 
believed to have shrunk by $1.5 bil- 
lion within a month, The [ınperial 
Bank is also being investlgaterl. Ac- 
cording to several experts, $4 bil- 
lion was lransterred abroad 
between August 17 and the end of 
September, mainly via bogus import 
contracts. 

No one knows which banks will 
be rescued. “It's impossible to ex- 
plain anything rationally, because 
political influence and personal rela- 
tionships play an important role," 
Medvedev says. 

There seems to be no explanation 


Traders beat a path to the door of UN-sanctioned Iraq 


of the oilforfood agreement 
amounted to $920 million at the end 
of phase four. That rather high fig- 
ure shows that Iraq already enjoys a 
rather healthy ranking compared 
with France's other Middle East 
customers, 

But it also fuels accusations that 
France is interested only in making 
a fast buck — accusations that 


. Washington levelled at Paris during 


previous staııd-offs with Baghdad, 
when France was trying to play the 
` role of moderator. 

Yet political factors do not explain 
everything. The long-standing 
nature of trading relations shoulcl 
also be taken into acçount. There la 
now the possibilty that France's ex- 
portato [raq will include contracts 
with a higher-added value than .be- 

‘fore (railway ‘and electrical .equip: 
ment, telecommunlcatlons) i which 
could, once the. long process “of 
authorlsallon has been completed; 
notably bythe UN.Commitiee: on 
Sanctions, involve industrial iglants 
such as Alstom, which has: long 
been establiahed In Iraq. :.' ' 


fn; the. past few months it. haa. 


.betn . confirmed. that :Iraq'sa Arab 


, | trading partners, especlally Egypt, 


are increasing ‘their share ofthe 
UN-proscribed trade quota. Here 
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natural beauty can mask the wanto 
destruction ol its ecosystem and ib. 
ııgly race relations. 
One interesting feature is Davis; 
altempt to make sense of the spati'. 
distribution of Los Angeles He 
adapts the concentriccircle theory | | Frangols Bonnet and 
introclucecl hy Ernest W., Burgess, a f Agatha Dupare In Moscow 


Universily of Chicago urban socie f Bas 


pumped into the system when the 
government allowed banks to dip 
into their obligatory reserves, ex: 
changed some of their GKOs for 
long-term loans, and allowed thenı 
to borrow. 

These emergency measures have 
prevented the pillars of the financial 
community from collapsing spectac- 
ularly, and saved some weallhy 
oligarchs from ruin. Since August 
17 no bank has gone into liquida- 
tion. Only three of the 20 leacling 
Russian banks have had their li- 
ceınıces withdrawn — Tokobank 
(wlıich has since recoverecdl it), the 
Imperial Bank, and Inkonıbaıık. Tle 
enel of the moratarium will force tlie 
Russian government to speccl up 
this restructuring process. 

Thierry Malleret, an economist 
with Alfa-Capital, a medium-sized 
Russian bank, says: “We're going to 
see an avalanche of proceeclings be. 
fore international arbitration courls, 
Some French and German banks 
will be patient, but the investment 
funds will sue." 

The Russian prime minister, Yev- 
xeri Primakov, has suggested tla 
in order to facilitate (he sutllement 
of GKOs, foreign establishinents 
should turn the money {hey are 
owed into stakes in Russian banks. 
Negotiations along those lines have 
government anci local authorities; a | been conducted by Deutsche Bank 
further 18 banks, which are | in London, but have not so far been 
regarded as being of strategic in- | successful. 

Portauce, will be put back on an In the long term, however, inclus- 
even keel at a total cost of 47.5 bil | trial assets — in oil, gas and melals 


lagisl 70 years ago. Starting dı 
town, Burgess dagre hn dent 0 0 aii. 
population densily is inversely ' ۳ ume ie on E 18 
proportional lo wealth. Hence, poor n ا‎ 2 lan banki 8 
people live in crowded, less allrac: are th e E e 
tive housing near downtown, while e Ot rebil e No- 
e OY en ard 1o live in! ventber 16, with the cend of ihe JO- 
But other paradigms better ox day moratorium decitlel on by the 
plain the s ا‎ eh i Russian governmetit on August 17, 
EE 9 Burgess eon ihe day İl also announced the dleval- 
canuot account for the sprawl lhal ° IN IIe TONE Moscow 
0 2 e 8 lo freeze repayment of its clomestic 
Burgess usecl five “variables i" Gili teary bonds (GRO 
e. ٣ authorise 1,500 commer'cial banks 
mapping Chicago — concentration. not lo mect their commilmenls to 


centralization, segregalion, e foreîgn creditors on for warcl foreign 
and successinn — (hat Davis ha , currency deals. 


aclaptecl 1u us Angeles. In addition. £ On November 12 the Russian 
I CT 
ity ol Lie AEE E ing situation, Acvording fû ils 

0 ٤ ۶ ۹ depuly chalrman, Andrei Kozlov, 
value, vlass, rave anıl fear. some 720 financial establislınıenls 
will have no choice but to close. 

The rest have been dividecl inlu 
Ihrer groups. About GOO ımediuıni- 
sized banks shoukl be able to st 
vive withoul help: a further 19U 
eslablishments, chiefly regiunal 
banks, will receive 7 billion roubles" 
worth ($400 millon) of aid from the 


hy-prorlucl uf inl 
anl bomolsuuss in Ihe £ 
lrenetelenis growth aul prosperilt 
lv ys hit "as ily life rom 
mur feral, the varlus social mw 
lieux ddupt sevurlly stralegir's and 
lechnolagirs avenrdimg lw rif 
means. Av wilh Burgess darl 
buurcd, the pallern resolves ill 


a ES f e lon roubles ($2.85 billion). ~~ lıeld by a number of Russian 
ila bull e In PO The Russian government las | financlers could prove attractive to 
the extend lhat these seeurily nt masterminded this shake-up | certain Western companies. 


sures le reaslians to rb uns. through the central banke. It hae do. 
il is possible to speak abuut a ‘rt y ded GA Tha E 
teclnnies' thal episodicaly cO f" | Some banks such aa SBA wll 
vulses ancl resliıpes urban space. be nationalised. Banks Mh a 
Aller lhe 1992 riots, Los Augele TALDE tHe SE je 
wis reshaperl to “contain the ur TE pa PEE eni 
ruly ınaases, "By flicking û fF lures will be formed ag a regult of 
switches on fleir Ca mergers, 
soles," Davis writes, "tu sec : Experis 
staffs of he great bank lowers were ' ا‎ 6 bin), 0 0 
able to cil off all access lo ther 
expvnsive real estate. Bullet-proot . 
steel doors rolled down over sireet 
level entranves, escalators inslar 
froze, and electronic locks Sê 2 
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- does it foreshadow what's. ' : 
e 1 he rest of the nation Ts i stand-off with the 
That is tle question Davis asks he when mt ons came at a tine 

1 . Baghdad was holding its in 
reader to grapple with. ternational fair, an event that re- 
0 Mounting world interest in 
ا‎ a32 (rading partner, A Western 

Server noted that this year the 
a 14 ss attended by new countrles, 
I1 hat others had doubled the size 
Ofthelr stands, 1 
1 Îraq, which has the second- 
AECL oil reserves in the world, 
Presents 2 substantial market of 
“Millon inhabitants, After elght 


The maln problem is the repay- 
ment of forward deals in dollars 
contracted with foreign establish- 
ments, “Those contracts enabled Us 
to cover ourselves On transactions 
in roubles by lending dollars at the 
same time,” says a Western banker. 
Such contracts are now believed to 
total $6-$8 billion. 

What, then, is the overall level of 


the fully 
he acknowledge! specially hl 


idle pursuits, 


yourself with activitie 
to ttle. For fBESEogd the menê 
me passing, of tine: Ws 

being left behind ‘by ime. Uni 


: 4 years of 
course, the lovely face’ of ê of sanctions, the country wlll 
tress, Sharmila Tagore, HOD, ۳ re or les have to go back to 1 EE B> 
of all such’ morose though qy Û | rane, An Iraqî soldlér on alert during 
mioment of enlightenment pr ج‎ r the time belng, trading links | the recent UN-atand-off ١ 
hè is quickly seduced bY her P| sll governed by political con- . wd 


suits, But the innocence N [| | ratlons. Deals falling within the | months ago), France emerges as 


‘ls shattered toward the €f 1 ıework of the “oil-for-food” rego- | Iraq's main trading’ partner; with 4 
book, wher Cyrus's iie | e which remalns Iraq's maln | market shareof 15-16 percent . : 
lifethrentening heart attack, lot sm î Fevenue (apart from. the Î That figure puts-France ahiead of 


uggling of oll products, particu- 
1 via the GulD, have been made 
ا‎ ely with permanent members of 
0 Security Council, 
ver 0 a phases ofthe 
‘application, which au 
te nale'of 2 Dillon worth 
. 8k mon E 
aS ralsed fo $5.2 billion کا‎ 


Russia and ‘China, which started 
mustling’ in ‘only during the third 
and' fourth phases ‘of the 'resolu- 
tion's. application. ‘The’: first ı two 
phases' tended to ‘favour leading 
cereakproducing nalions such’ as 
the Unifed States arid Australia. 

France's overall. volume of deals. 
contracted within’ the framework 


City of Extremes 


` ing for what you wan 


Joyce A. Ladner 


ECOLOGY OF FEAR 

Los Angeles and the Imagination of 
Disaster 

By Mike Davis 

Metropolitan. 484 pp. $27.50 


N ECOLOGY OF FEAR Mike 
Davis, author of the highly ac- 
claimed City Of Quartz, de- 

scribes Los Angeles as haying such 
an exlreme landscape that its resi- 
dents are taking great risks in order 
to enjoy the year-round warnıth. 
Davis's thesis ig that the city is on a 
collision course with destruction. 
He notes that developers have built 
luxurious estates and high rises on 
land that sits on top of a major geo- 
logical fault line. Angelenas largely 
1gnore the forest fires, earthquakes 
ard tornadoes, as well as the threats 
posed by wild animals including 
man-eating lions ancl killeı' bees, 

Even though the forest fires and 
earthquakes are as predictable as 
the suırise, the residents put up 
multimillion dollar houses thal 
slide down Lhe mountains every few 
years or are burned in raging ancl 
uncontrollable fires. The natural 
terrain of Santa Monica and uthur 
cities in the Los Angeles area is inı- 
appropriate lor the complex physi. 
cal infrastructures built upon il. An 
unfortunale OuLconte, accortling lu 
Davis, is (hal (his “building against 
(he grain” is subsidizud by he {ax 
dollars of other American cilizens 
through large insurance iıwarls 
that allow familles to rebuild ench 
time aû disaster occurs. 

This has lecl tu what Davis views 
as oulriglt class warfare blween 
ihe haves aud have nols, the laller 
left to suffer the Indiguilies of 
poverty, police repression, inicle- 
qunte housing, unemployment ancl 
all (he olher social ills that cause tno 
many nıinorities to be put in prison 
and subjected to other (ornts (f 
soclal containment. It is (he conver 
gence of these two (lestructive 
forces — the misuse of {he terrain 
and the poisonous relallons be- 
Lween {he poor nul (he NONpOOr m— 
that fornıs lhe heart of this book. 

Yet nıost of lhe problema he (lu- 
scribes as peculiar lo Los Angeles 
also exist in other parts of the coun- 
try. The increasing assault on the 
privacy of the poor — from intrusive 
questions in welfare offices to cam- 
eras in the local equivalents of the 7- 
Eleven food stores — exists in poor 
communities throughout the United 
States. What may be different about 
Los Angeles is that its climate and 


of dishes described above and the 
ellipsis at the end of the sentence 
suggest that Cyrus's hunger — for 
not only food but aiso: for tle happi- 
ness and order that cannot be found 
at his home ——~ is insatiable, i 

All of this wandering ti8 
gettllng:; perhapg Aes. He Is a 
lhyofeaming voyeur spying on a 
couple's furtive lovemaking on the 
beach or gazing. af. hig. nelghbor 


avowed extrovert who draws atten 
tion to himself, makes.others laugh, 
gets into trouble, at schol. Is it not. 
appropriate, then, that’ Cyrus lives 


«dual role of voyeur and extrovert? : . 


„ ` Early in the novel, while Cyrus 


.awalts the' opening cfedita ùf a film 


Eudora Welty: the only living writer of fiction in the Library of America 


what is called, usually dispar'agingly, 
a "women's wriler.” In fact, as İs 
made plain by the portrait of Fay, 
Jutlge MeKelva's second wife, she is 
ıınsparing İn her condeınumMion of 
"the great interrelated family of 
those wlıo never’ knûw the meaning 
of what has happened to (hem, 
wlıo, like Fay, are "without any pow- 
ers ùf passlon or imagination İn her- 
self ancl had no way to see it or 
reaclı it in the other person.” She 
has no patience for people who are 
willfully dense, insensitive to the 
inner lives of others, unimaginative, 
slovenly and — no other word wlll 


Reading through her work, all of 
it good andl sonte ot it brilliant, I um 
struck as ıuuch by its toughness as 
by its more commonly celebratetl 
tenderness. Over' the years Welty 
has written in a variety of styles and 
settings, usually with humor and 
always with conıpassion, but she 
measures her characters (and by 
implication her readers) against her 
own uncommonly high standards, 
She may be a quiet spinster from 
Mississippi, but inside she's a rock, 


home and envious of the stability of 


The one constant in Cyrus's life is 
food. Vakil fills pages and pages. of 
his novel with tantalizing descrip’ 
tions of food. “If I went to the Krish- 


Inê Maharanle at‏ ر 

ty, I could manage to have a 

bite at three houses. I was drifting 
off on trays of food: mutton kormê, 
thick gravy full of cardamom, poppy 
seeds, tender slow-cooked meat, 
mangoes, onion uttapams,. cheese 
toasts with tomato and garlic, shriv- 
eled baby brinjals ‘that look 1lke 
mice, aloo parûthas flaky with ghee, 
mint chutney, coql milky curds . .." 
ug tireless quests signify more 
than. hitger, they represent the 
longing for aibtlanl stability in hla 
own home life, The endless stream 


. Meera through the panes of his 
"glass house. But he js also an 


„İn a glasş houser'one; in which hie. 

can gaze slyly at Meera and {he Ma- | 

ı hatani and be. gazed at siriultane- 
ously — a house that symbolizes hls |' 
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An Outsider Looking In 


Jonathan Yardley : 


EUDORA 

A Wrıtar's Life 

By Ann Waldran 
Doubteday, 398 pp. $25.95 


OOMPLETE NOVELS 

By Eudora Welty 

Edited by Richard Ford and Michael 
Kreyling 

Library of America, 1009 pp. $35 


STORIES, ESSAYS & MEMOIR 

By Eudora Welty 

Edited by Richard Ford and Michael 
Kreyling 

Ulbrary of America. 476 pp. $35 


UPORA WELTY was born 
89 years ago in Jackson, (he 

capital of Mississippi. Her 
father was f'onı West Virginia and 
her mother fron Ohio, whiclı ınade 
the family something of an ocldity iu 
a place that was tlıen astonishingly 
insukur, but lhey settled into the 
local communily and became both 
acceptecl and confortable. 

Welty has lived her entire adult 
life, witlı the exception of a few brief 
farays elsewhere, in her parenis' 
house on a quict street not far fron 
the ceııter of town; in lhe sense (hat 
ler wriliıg has brought her the love 0 
and veueralion Gf her townspeople, ا‎ 
she is now an insider, but she 1 0 
rfemailts nn outsider, Lhe viewpoint 
from which almost all great Ameri- 
canı flrlion has beer writen, 

Whether Welly herself is ir fact a 
"grea!" writer has been clebalerl for 
years, But now, as she becomes lhe 
first Hving wriler of fiction to be it- 
cluded in the 1ibrary of America, 
she bas recrived the blessing of the 
lierary establishment. 

Simultaneously she has become 
e the subjecl, albeit thê unwilling and 

uncooperative one, of an unauthu- 
rized biography by Ann Waldron, a 
journalist with a strong interest in 
Southern literature, Although Welty 
was unfailingly courtcous whenever 
Wallon approached her, she stead- 
fastly refused lo cooperate with tlıe 
project and urged ber friends fo flo 
likewise. 

Like others whose inleresl in 
Welty extends to Ihe woman as well 
as tle writer, Waldron is fixated on 
ihe nıystery of this elderly spin- 
steı's amatory past. She describes 
in some detail Welty's intiınate 
Irienclship with a man who turned 
out to be homosexual, and she 
redistributes oll rumors about 
Welty's close connection to the 
British novelist Elizabeth Bowen, 
who was thought to be bisexual. 


None of this speculation serves any 
useful purpose; Welly, if she is hale 
enough to read it, can only find it 
painful aud gratuitous, which seems 
to me the proper response uf any 
uther reader, 

Otherwise there is llttle of which 
to take note in {his earnest but 
pedestrian book whether for praise 
or comlemnation,. None uf Ht renlly 
nıatters, though, because as Welly 
herself knows, the importance of a 
writer's life pales before that of his 
arı’ her work unless — as in Heming- 
way, Mailer, McCullers — the life is 
bigger than ihe work. To kııow 
Welty is i0 know lier work, so the 
Library of America volıımes offer’ us 
all that we necd. 

Her most accomplished novel 
scems 10 me to be The Optimist's 
Daughier, because — in addition to 
its many other virtues ~~ it is tghtly 
ardered and never loses sight of 
where it is golng, The novel and its 
author are far tougher tlıan is gener- 
ally realized, Over' the years there 
has been a tendency to descrfbe, or 
dismiss, her as a local colorist of 
somewhat sentimental lue, and 


do — stupid. 


Reflections in the Silver Screen 


Sudip Bose 


BEACH BOY 
By Ardashir Vakdl 
Serlbner. 239 pp. $22 


` beauty aud squalor mingle freely in 
the salty sea alr. But Vakil's art is 
airy and subtle. His is a quiet book 
about the inner life of a young boy, a 
sensuous portrait of restlessness, 
Cyrus Readymoney is no ordt 
N THE lıands of a Salman | nary boy. He is a bright and sexu 
Rushdie ا‎ ally precocious §yearoll wha 
novel resembles a fictional mel “ahjoys ‘eaung, skipping school, and 
lis, 1ts pages teemiiùg with the Ideas | spending endless hours at the cir 
and politics, comedles'and tragedies, j ema. His selfabsorbed parenta lve 
„crimes and passlons of entire genera- | in a glass house on fashionable Juhu 
lous; na detail of Ife can be omitted. | Beach. Because they. spend thelr 
As Saleem Sinal, Rushdie’s narrator | tîme living the fe of high society 
. in Midnight's Children asks, is thig . us (eels lgnored.and becomes a 
‘an Indian disease, this urge in en- | frustral 
capsülate tbe whole of reality? “ome neighbor's house 
Ardashir Vakil's splendid first | Interloper' In the family affi £ 
‘novel is something entirely differ- | others. When his parents’ volatile 
. ett To be sure, a booming metro- | fights begin to dissolve thelr 
. Î polê looms behind: the surface of | marriage, he becomes increasingly 
' | thls boak:. Bombay, a place where | diasatisfled with. the chaos of his 


his neighbors’ lives. 


twelve, 


oer | uO WEB NGO APPOINTMENTS 23 


Washington Hurricane Mitch was a disaster for ordinary Hondurans |  . E `: 4ا“‎ glimmer of 
ه‎ put big business Is doing fine, reports John Vidal : e ا‎ 
fails to lead ™”® hope from the 


by example Built on bananas climate talks 


ا 
EDITORIAL JHE RAINS have stopped, the | farmer and I cannot afford to bor- Paul Brown In Buenos Alres‏ 
rivers are subsiding and post- e [have 0 option,” she e a E TEESE EE 2 ES‏ 
disaster reality is dawning for e prospect for Chiquita, whic! FE urge to make money has be-‏ 3 
BE tre of the | Deraz Martinez. The 34-year | meanwhile would have to pay about come the driving force behind‏ 
B Hw the ° | old former banana plantation worker | $10 million to keep its 7,300 workers action on climate change, Multi‏ 
a a amil. now lives willı her five children in a | on full pay until the new crops ate nationals have been falling over enclı‏ 
n n attending the cone plastic shelter on the dual carriage- | producing, is rosy. The company, other to trade carbon quotas, and‏ 
ence had been asked to inp way between La Lima and the Hon- | says Jimmy Zonta Sing, its Costa have left the politicians behind. Envi‏ 
went practical and Immedbt | aran capital of Tegucigalpa. Rican spokesman, will rebuild its ronınentalists and the developing‏ 
solutions to prevent gold Her outlook is grinı. To her right, | infrastructure on insurance money world are dceply sceptical of the‏ 
warming, which sclentists or swirling below the breached flood | and sees this as "an opportunity” to multinationals’ mıntives, But İn order‏ 
agree İs scrlously damaging or | iufeqces, is the river Chamelicon. | invest in new plant, and increase to grin carbon credits to buy and‏ 
sell, thesè companies will ıced to‏ 


environment, i 
But all the delegates manage ‘Tlrcc weeks ago it tore through La | global competitiveness, 


ima, flooded a of more than Wile Chiquita is publicly “dis- 8 take action to help ibe climale. 
to clo was draw up a list of iss MM square kilometres and de- | traught" at what has hapoeied in | r: . RRR O 1 The most promising syslenı 
that would he addressed i siroyed Maria's home, along with |j the country, Zonta Sing avoids an- | Three men ‘save’ sorne bananas from the floods PHOTO MAS {i being developed ls (he “clean devel 
future meetinga, In other work | yera] thousand olliers, swering questions about the com- opment mechanisnr”, which encour- 
the conference was a fallure, To her left are the vast banana | pany's responsibilty to help the | Chiquita also has (riends in high | dollars, and contributed little in | ages new technology lo be 


It is true that the three mah 
groups — the dleveloping cour 
tries, Euruvpe and the Unit 
Sıntes — hud widely’ differing 
jectivcs. But Washington's deter 
minantin to protect ifs om 
interests, irrespective of the co" 
to the environment, wis 
main caune of the fudge. 

It is worth noting that wiik 
the US makes no attempt lo lea 
the wurld iu finding a solution 
global warnting{, it nevertheless 
insists ou representing the inter 
national community when deat 
ing with Iraq. 

Similarly, while the US repre 
sentative, and many other 
gntes, spoke of their concer: 
about the devastation caused 
Hurricane Mitch in Cend 
America, these sentiment 
seemed not to Inform their ds 
cussions about dealing with 


plantations of the Tela Railroad | reconstruction of Honduras, “We | places, It is one of the larger corpo- | forelgn exchange earnings. transferred to devcloping countries. 
Company, a subsidiary of Chiquita, |j have been acting with profound so- | rate sponsors of the Democralic While tha president talks about j One such example is a hydro-power 
the world's largest banana firm. | cial responsibility . .. but where is | party in tle United States and has | buikling a “new Honduras" based | scheme being built in Bhutan by a 
Their 7,000 hectares of crops are | your focus? Is it your own self or | the US government working in ils | on “equality”, it ls hard to see how Î Dutch company. The resultant “sav- 
wasted; 80 too, they say, are their | your neighbours? It is so hard." legal interests at the World ‘Trade | better erlucation, sanitation, clean | ing" uf 25,000 lonnes of carbon bee 
sorting houses, railways, reftrigera- City analysts say banana prices | Organisatlon. It would be the main | water, lıealth care or housing will | comes a paper conunodity that can 
tion plants, their workers’ villages | will rise, and Chiquita, which draws | beneficiary shoull the US win the | reach Maria and the country's | be tracled between countries. 
and the docks, on several countries for its produce, | "banana war" now escalating be- | 1.3 millan damnificadus wilhoul lhe Another scheme is a wind farm 
Maria, one of the 42,000 peuple | will barely see a dent in its annual | tween the US and Europe. [t and the | removalof the massive foreign debt. | the United States is builcling in Costa 
directly dependent on Chiquita's op- | profits. It exports more than 122 | other giant US-owned banana com | Lasl ycar this stood at more lhan | Rica. İi will provide 40,000 tonnes of 
eration in La Lima, faces (urther | niillion boxes of bananas a year | panies in Central America want | $4 billiun. Foreign ail to Honduras | carbon saving over 30 years. Tle car 
economic marginalisation, if not | fron Central America, 40 million of | equal access i0 European markets, Î was neurly $400 nillion, but it spent j bon credit will go to {he country that 
destitution. Not only has she lost | which are from Honduras. which currently protect small (arnt | $264 million In (lebt servicing. provided the technology. : 
cverything, but Chiqulta has also Maria has few people working in j ers in the Caribbean islanrls, but the “It is inınvworal." says Kevin Developing vountries remain SUs- 
laid her off, offering only to pay a | her immediate interests. No aid has | European Union is blocking access, | Walkins ot Oxfam. “Reconstruction picious, bul (hey arê keen un ihe 
month's “bonus” and her salary of | reached her, even if emergency | tothe anger ofthe US government, | will take many years. It will be nr idea uf leapfrogging over the dirty 
dhout $5 a day for two weeks. The | rations are being given out in nearby As the most powerful company in | possible unless there is debi relief. technologies of the Western indus- 
campany has offered her and its | towns and Chiquita is setting up j Honduras, Chiquita has a history ûf Back ûn the main road, Maria | trial revolution. 
other workers their surplus land to | kitchens. She says she is glad to see | making presidents and dictators. | knows that ihe task of rebuilding Everyone agrces that the clitnale 
frm and a loan to live on until the | the relief planes flying overhead, be- | Last year the company paid only | Honduras will largely be left to peo- talkg lave been ãa mess from the 
are producing again. | cause it means that “Honduras has | $3 million in local taxes on a | ple like her. "We will start again. word go, but out of the shambles 
Neither is welcome: “I am not a | friends and people will be helped". turnover of hundreds of millions of | she says. "What else can we do? lhere nıay be a glimmer of hope. 


e of 0 r i : : a 
e u 1ُ 7 lor ecumenical Church consortium committed to ce, peace 
don hares on about he i J Country Representative - Philippines ie n sage a ET Î 


Based In Manlla, Piılllppines (2 year contract Initially) 
Salary: Phillppine Pesos 682,116 p.a. plus 
40% of notlonal home hase salary 


the biggest producer of gre 
house gases is largely respon | 1 
ble for creating that challenge @ 
the first place — has shown 


Director 


incapable of even begin fem GB in East Asia is looking for an اا ا پیا‎ With particular appllcation to to run a multi-millon dollar programme of relief for rehapbllitatlon with 
address (he prol ۰ 1 Uperlenced marıager with a background In the Philippines 

something developing count ا‎ development who has excellent people » Proven strategio programme, administrative and through Sudanese church and International church members 
find particularly galling since menagement skills and can lead a highly andl people management skills You will be a leader of exceptional integrity, committed to and able to translate the vision of the 
US repeatedly tells them to "® filled and motivated team of over 12 staff. » Commitment to equal opportunities end Consortium Into the reality of Sudan's complex energency.You will be an excellent managar, be able 


duce their own emissions. 
This fom a country that 


promotlon of gender equity and diversity 


maı Ici-naclonal staff and to develop sound relatlonships with church and other local 
maintaining the quailty of Oxfam's development ag a 
in all eapeota of work 


organisations In Sudan. You will hava a sound analysis of the political complexlles of Sudan and be 
this month signed the e Fl He aE » Excellent Interpersonal skills abla to promoce advocacy work which relnforces the iniladves of the Sudanese churches. 
Fratneol:o December 1i": ۰ د‎ : nm a alle wt eroy Locadon: Nairobi, Kanya wich regular travel to Sudan 
E جرا‎ ۳ 7 a perar ge اا‎ English and Tagalog (or other major Duratlon of contract: Three Years Start date: May |, 1999 
2010 ta eline levels, 10: Femiliarlty Phillppina language). ` Contract rovided by Lutheran World Federation in Geneva 
mparee E E pga nent sla reglon Salary and beneflts ere currently under Salary: Grade 4. Stary range between CHF 3.766 and CHF 5,650 


crown it all, as it was 
Kyoto Protocol — 10 
late — it trled to use the e 
Aires summit to get dose. 
tions shifted beyond its f 
The American delegation 

posed that the rules of the 


dnd the Philppines 
8 ss ravlaw and ravised terms and condltlons will 
reletlons, In the areas of gender apply from May 2000. 
jı basic dghts and sustalnable : 


For further detalls nnd an appllcatlon form please send a large SAE to: 


o eloral Human Rezouves, Oıfem,274 Bentury Rned, Oxford O2 TOZ quoting ratoreneg: OS/PHVCR/PY/GWL.. : 
iE dalê: 18 January 1999. Interviews week commencing 1 February 1999, 


{lxCHF = approx USŞ 1.35} per month plus generous package of 
allowances Including Provident Fund 


To apply, please send a curriculum vitae and covering letter to: Karen Brand, CAFOD, 
Romero Close, Stockwell Road, London SW? 9TY, Or fax to Karen Brand on fax 00 44 
` 171 274 9630 or amall kbrand@cafod.org.uk 


For an informal discussion about the post, please contact Beverley Jones at carob on 
telephone û0 44 171 733 7973, ext 286, Closes: Monday January 18,1999 


market should be 2 
trading in greenhouse ed: 1 


îounded In 1842, Oxfam works with people rogardiess 


ûl race or religion in thelr siruggle egalnst povery ` SSW AM 
they were keen to be al iT dtls a member of Odam 1 rae < 2 
buy their right to elt Information http: /iww.oxlem.org.uk/ . 


from poorer countries : ET NTETETTIT ETE TET ET 
or no induatry. 


The و ا‎ Chuldrer's Aid Direct ıs arı internalğnal child-cenired humanrtanan rhe 
preventing ٤ ا‎ arding to comple emergenmes overseas and workıng walh children ani 3: : 5 

fight against climate c From ا‎ Ter ares in aflected cami urrles towards \heir rehıbl tation We currently Children’s Aid 
also sapping the operale programmes ın Albania, Azerbaijan, Federal Republıc oF Yugaslavia. Hart. 


achiev a instil currenly has vacances for L ogisticans, Ağrcullunsls and Health Programme Ruad, Reading, Berlshire 
7 Managers. These posl halders qe requred in Lena, Azerbaijan and Kosovo with EDIT 
. new posts in othef COuntnes likely i0 anse in the near future, Tel: O11 951! 1000, 
. World copyright bY. 0 : letter i sh | : a i r SD per annum (plus benefits) and contracts vary frors s+ 
2 ا ی‎ : : Chlldran’s Ald Direct worile within an 1 opportunities policy 
All rights strictly reseed f O le 1 : ER ل‎ 


But, as If to prove that you cannot |. 


power that clalms t0 : AG Burund Lberia, Democratic Feoplc, Rapublc of Korea, Sierra Leone, and 
. ethical manuer. P' broken. 1 „. Founded.in 1983, HelpAge Democratic Republc ûf Congo wih new programmcs undler review Rese Charity Hr 
not „International is a global 2 E 
made te ber 15-10. f development In the’ e newark olor pok | | | LOgisticians, Agriculturists and RA 
ا‎ administrative dg ` orgatilsatlons, witb A : an applicntlon forin : 
ent elopın .... mlalonto work wtrand | | § Health Programme Managers madan pracle fro 
gud be cqmplem for ditadvêntaged older 3 : : 1 Personnel at Children's 
lertatlonal and the . dwide to’ : Children's Aid Dırect recruits profesuonals vith previous overseas experience and NE eI PR 
people worldwide 


cre r 
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22 fe Monde / FRANCE, INTERNATIONAL 
China gives lessons in birth control 


Francls Deron in Beljing 8 a 2 ا‎ SE : 
ALF a dozen young cou- 3# 


ples watched their teacher 

intently: (he young woman 
was wearing a pinafore on which 
her breasts, ovaries, uterus and 
geıitals had been crudely drawn. It 
must lıave been a disconcerting ex- 
perience for them — people in tlre 
fairly affluent agricultural province 
of Zhejing, in eastern China, tend to 
be extremely prudish. 

The group was attending an intro- 
ductory courge İn sex education andl 
coniraceplion — something which 
would have been «pite unthinkable 
in China not so long A0. 

Thelr' leacher spencls lıalf a (lay 
per month In each of the villages as- 
sigerl to her. During tlie "lessons", 
she tells newly-weds and courting 

couples about Ile basic facts of 
birth control, which are a myslery 
lo many in a country characterisecl 
by (radilional peasant macdesly and 
communist prurclislıness. 

Our leavlıer, who was trained as a 
«loctor, typifica the autlıorîtieg" de- 
termination to educate people, even 
at the risk’ of shocking them, For | 
the first linıe in China, reprvduction 
is being approached not from a 
purely ıneclical angle, bul in con- 

junction with couples’ married lives, 

‘The new sex eclucatlon campaign, 
whîclı is sfill only at aıı experimental 
slage, is a welcoıne departure fron 
China's existing birthcontrol policy, 
which has been heavily criticised 
lnternationally for being coınpulsory | People’s Republic came into being, | programunes, offering advice, along | for flercely opposing any “interfer 
and too radical. The alm remains | the Chinese numbered 500 million. | with contraception and abortion | ence” Ironı oulsidefs, yel it now 
the same: to stnbilise the population | Mao encouraged them to double | clinics, have been set up by govern- | seems prepared to work with for- 
at 1.6 billion by 2050, and then to | their numbers so as to be able to | ment to gauge the success of the | eign NGOs that advocate a more 
start bringing it down. survive a ıuuclear attack by the | voluntary approach. The emphasis | flexible approach to birth control. 

The new approach is more hu- | United States or the Soviet Union. is on “informed choice" rather than | These inclucle Partners in Popula- 
mane, and consequently Us origina- A one-clıild-per-family policy was | compulsion; and where there is | tion and Development, and the 
tors expect İt to be more effective. | later implentented to control the | compulsion, the authorities dress it | Rockefeller Foundation. 

The hope is that birth control — Î numbers, Curiously, the authorities | up as something else. China has also saicl it is prepared 
having had limited success under a |j now deny such policy ever existed. A couple in Shanghai, for exam- | to take its cue from other countries, 
totalitarian, and then an authorîtar- | Yet their new approach is a direct j ple, must pay the equivalent of three j such as Thailand, where fanıily plan- 


Growing fast: China's population will still be expanding when these boys reach retirement age 


ian, government —~ will beconıe a | result of that policy's failure, years' salary if they have a second | ning has succeedecl in painlessly 
voluntary act that has the backing It.is officlally recognised that a | child. This is no longer called a | stabilising population growtl at the 
of the whole comınunity. nıere 20 per cent of married couples | “fine”, but instead a "contribution" | acceptable level of 1.1 per cent (in a 
Less than a generation ago, | of chllt-bearing age have only one | to social good works. country of 60 million inhabitants). 
China's family planning authorities | child. They are mostly found in This new approach naturally en- With its higher population 


believed that only drastic methods | cities, where cramped conditions | shrines a form of social inequality as | growth of 1.9 per cent, China is vir- 
could curb the population explo. | and higher living standards lıave | far as the right to lıave children is | tually at the same stage reached by 
sion. These included compulsory | made larger fanıilies less desirable, | concerned. But it has the advan- | Thailand when Mao dled in 1976. 
abortlon until very late in preg- j Elsewhere, favouritisın has enabled | tage, in the eyes of the authorities, According lo official figures, 65,U00 
nancy, and strong pressure on cou- | those wlio can afford it to offer | of being more acceptable to foreign, | babies are now born in China every 


ples lo get sterilised. themselves the luxury of at least | and particularly American, conserv- | day. This means that, even in the 

The regime introduced such ciras- | two, if not three, children. atives, who the government be- | best scenario, the world's most pop- 
tic measures because it was desper- It is among higher earners | lieves have blocked international | ulous country will spend most of the 
ate to undo the damage caused | that China is pioneering its new | aid to help fight overpopulation. 21st century trying to undo Chair- 
by Mao Zedong's campaign to ex- | policy of voluntary birth control. In This courting of approval from | man Mao's monumental mistake, 
pand China's population. When the | half a dozen urban districts pilot | abroad is new. China is wellknown (November 7) 


October 26 he appeared on the Eu- 
rope 1 radio station, claiming that 
the French Comnunist party (PC). | chance to vote with their hearts, 10 | Cohn-Bendit ad “an almost neo- 
In Le Monde, hie drew a distinction | voie for ideas... We coull overtake | liberal stance on Europe”. By calling 
between (hose who believe in j the PC and become the second- | for an end to nuclear energy, he 
speetling up the conziruction of | largest contingent” on the left. shrilled, the anachronistic Greens 
Europe (such as himscl and the Slnıilarly candid conıments by | were obviously in favour of a “return 
“nationalists, Gaullisls andl Cormu- | JegrrLuc Bennahimias, national sec- | to the olf lamp”. 
nists" who do not. retary of the Greens, had earlier The altacks have since ceased — 
In Le Fîgaro, he said: “I «lo not | earned him a rap over the knuckles; | in fact, Coln-Bendit and Hue have 
agree with ile governing pluralist | Colın-Bendit's remarks were tanta- | a lunch date scheduled for Novenı- 
thusiasticdly; while Hue, the Caıu- | left, and especially not with the | qtount to blasphemy. ber 30. Only Cohn-Bendir's fellow 
nunist, won't. Communist partly, [onl nuclear The environment minister, Do- | Green, Noël Mamêère, who wrested 
The reason is that Cohu-Bendit, [ power, drugs and huntirug." He went | minique Voynet, herself a Green, | control from the Communists, of 
hero of ihe May 1968 events and | firrther in Le Journal du Dimanche: | Josl her cool and told Cohn-Bendit | the town council of Bègles in south- 
now a German MEP, is riding high | “On many issues, .. (here is ıo dif | he slıould stop jeopardising prime | west France aud has bad memories 
again, thanks to the success of his | ference between Philippe Séguin | minister Lionel Jospin's finely-luned | of the campaign, has continued to 
friends, the Grrinen, in the recent | [leacler of the neo-Gaullist RPRI, | coalition. It took longer for the Com { fire tle occasional barb at Hue, 
German clections, Hue, on (he other | Robert Hue and the Socialist party, | munists and the Socialists to react: 
hand, is haunted by the thought of | That was demonstrated by the vote | naming your opponents can give | get away with attacking a’ bigger 
being sidelined, and his Green oppo- | on hunting [which extended the Î them credibility. fish than yourself, the PC'g.national 
nent has hardly proved a comtort. sltooting season]." But eventually Hue was per- | bureau decided not to send any 
Last August, when he was mak- But his hardest-hitting attack | suaded to respond; perhaps be- | prominent Communist. delegate to 
ing his bid to lead the Greens at the | came in the weekly Evènement du | cause he had heard the results of | the Greens’ party conference at 
1999 elections, Cohn-Bendit | Jeudi in early September: ‘The Eu- | the latest opinion poll, which Nolsy-le-Grand near Paris last week. 
launched a multipronged attack on | ropean elections will give people the | showed the Communists running ٤ (November 15.16) 


European. greens taunt their red allies neck and neck with the Greens, On 


Arlane Chemin and 
Qérard Courtols 


ANTE. Cohn-Bendlt likes 
being provocative; Robert Huc 
cloes nat. Both men wil lead {heit 
partivs inte the June 1949 Europcan 
elections. The difference is that 
"Danny", the Green, will do s0 en- 


e 
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The Goremmant of Pakistan's (GoP] Socal Action Programe (SAF) aims to improre Pakistan palkc sector social services, ¥ith a fous an 
qudlity and access, particularly for females and tha por. ln collaboration with the World Bark (WE) asd ather donars, DFID is supporting it 
‘evugh ihe Social Action Programme Project (SAPP, and through related sectors projects ir health and population, education, and possible rural 

water suppl and sanitation, 


PAKISTAN 


CO-ORDINATOR 
SOCIAL ACTION PROGRANMIME PROJECT 


DFID joired he SAPP donor consortium in 19%4. Other consortium donor members indude the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, Netherlands Government and the European Commission, A Hulti-donor Support Unit (HSU) 
based in Islamabad, helps t0 co-ordinate SAPP? management anl inputs fram SAPP donors. As DFID SAPP Co- 
ordinator, you wîl be a key player in the management and development of the donor side of ihe SAP partnership, 
working particularly closely mih ıhe WB Social Sector Team Leader, who leads the donor censorlium. 
Specifically, you wil oversee efecliye co-ordination ol DFlD support to, and strategic guidance on, SAP through 
the SAPP and related inputs. This will include developing and eaintaining knorledge and understanding of the 
SAP and overall social sector seryice preuscon, and co-ûrdnatıng and leading DFID representation ın SAP-related 
discussions with the Government of Pakistan at all lerels. In addition, pou wil monitor and regularly rernew he 
progress of DFID inputs inte SAPF, and take lead responsibilty for the preparakon of a Phd Term Reve and 
Project Complehon reports. o-ordınating inputs and par ticpauon af other DFID stall and consutlancy personnel 
wll alo all wilhın your ıemıt a5 will prepanag terms of reference ın consultauon with DFID adnsers. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

Tou should have sound analytcal, presentzticnal and interpersonal skills coupled with the ability lo work on your 
own and a5 a kader and team member. froren competence ın Ihe management of social, developmental and 
inshtutenal tssues al the strategic and policy level in a developing country, preferably in Sou Aia i$ pre- 
requisite. Experrence of [aulitating and supporting professional personnel Irom 2 range of disciplines 1 esseqlral. 
Expenence of public sector management ın one or more of he social sectors, together with an understanding 
of change management, will be requıred. An apprecianon of the processes iwolved ın decentralisanon, 
publicfprivale partnerships, quality assurance and communty patbcıpation would be advantageous. 

Ideally, you will have some lamulıanty wth DID and Ik Internal procedures, (aperıence of workıng overieat, 
partcularly ın South Asıa and as a member of 2 mult.dusûplınary team, would be an advantage, 

Applcants should eiher be nanonals of Hember States ol the Furapean Economk Area (EEA), or Commonwealth 
dlizens whû have an established right ol abode and the ıght to work ın lhe Uned Kingdom 

TERNS OF APPOINTMENTS 

Based m Islamabad, you will be on contract tw the Brush Gorernmenı for 3 years ın versıte fo Ihe Government 


of Pakistan. Salary will be wıhın ihe range £43.000-646,000 pa (UK taxable} commensurate wıth qualifications 
and expenence. Adduonal benefls will normally Include vanable 1an-frea allonancer, children edutatıon 


allowances, let accommodahon and pasiagés. 
Closing date for receipt ol completed applicatons ı4 18 December 1998. 


for further details and 
application form, please wriie 
10 Appointments Officer, Rel Ho 
AHDOA/3HDITG, Abercrombie 
House, Eaglesham Road, East 
ulbnde, Glasgor G15 BEA, 
stung Rel Ho AH304/3/15/2 
dearly on your envelope, or 
telephone O1355 843138. 


DFID ıs commuted to a policy 


ol equal opportunties 
and applicators for this 
past are sought from bat Department for 
men and women. D F [ D International 
Development 


The Inemaliemal Felertlın Is the wurlcl's largest huminliarkın nelwurk, wurking with 
peuple from arund the world at le forefront uf Hd and devrlopmeut. Wer ire ow recrullinje 


fır our Secrelarkat ufllces in Geneva: 


Director of Finance 


Yin wil ensure that the Anance Departmen cuniruls and alministers tlre financial resiurces 

of he Federaion and provides timely and accumte informutkm 10 the Secretarial, Jonurs 
and the statutory bodles of the Federnlun. 

We requlre a nuasters degree plus five years in senlor fnanclal minagement in 1ı multi narlenutl 
organisıllon. Good Enylislı and French. 


Senior Officer, Blood Donor Services 


You'll plan, initiate and maintain activities wiılch sııppurt ihe Nitiunal Sudleles {o recrul1 
and reıiln suficient donors to mecl (he needs fur sift bloud and blood protlucts. 


We require 4 degree in Communicatlon/Marketing/Heulih, pus five years senlor 
management mle In i similar pruject. Excdlenl cammunicullon skills In Fnglbh and either 
French, Spanish or Arahlc. 


. Head, Compensation & Benefits 

Yau will design, develop, recommend and im plement approved cunıpensation and benellls 
prugranıs for the secretariat anl fitld atiLfT. 

We requltc a degree plus five years Cunip & Ben experlence indudlng twq wll an 
internalonal organisation. Knuwledgt uf HRIS.Guuxl Englislı and French, 0 

For further detalls: Please sce uur website woyw.lirg.org OF ÇONIACE 18 1 
enmll vacancles@ifrc.urg Fx UHI 22 730 4958 4 
5 + ..International Federation of Red Cross -. 

„` and Red Crescent Socletles 


We ate an equal opportunity empkyer 


All He Wants Is 
A CHANCE 


All He Needs Is 

A SPONSOR 
This is Banze's 
school. He has a 
rock for a seat and 
not much else. You 
can glve children 

like him an education 
by becoming a child 
sponsor. 


`Plenae phones Celia at Internatlonal Cara & Rellef 


OlS92 SI9GI9 
Just one call is all it takes 


ICAL.17 Church Rosd. Walls, Kont TNI IHT 
Roglerod Charity 


Nia. 298312 


Responding lo Conflict is oflering the following courses ond workshops: 


Working with Confllct 
A highly practical, experience-based 
course ior peoples working in areas ol 
instability and conflict. Especlally 
sultable tor NGO alaif, aid workers, those concernad wilh rlghis, relief, 
reconstructlon and development. Includes conflict analysis, group 
dymamkcs, negotiation, mediation, lrauma, confdence-building, confiict 
prevention arkd niuch else. 

Places limited. Some scholarships avallable Applicatians iow for 
cpuraea basa in tha UK. 

This i8 a ten week course. Modules can ba taken individually il ıequired. 


Strengthening Policy and Practice in Areas of 
Conflict 

Pnmatily for staff of agencies cConcemed valh relief, development, rlghts and poace- 
Pring pogrammbs. 


The orkshops vill provide practical models and nıellıods to assist ald agency slat lo 
analyse contlicls, and la Integrate ettective conilict-handiing atratagles into lhelr 


26 April - 2 July 1999 


Rasponding 4 Conflict 
alco olfers, on requesl, 
local vrorkshops and 
consultancies ın 
English, French or 
Spenlsh. For morê 
ınlormation, please 
contact 


RTC, Selly Oak Colleges (G), 1046 Bristol Road, 
Birmingham B29 6LJ, UK. 
Tel: (+44)(0)121 415 5841. Fax: (+44)(0)121 415 4119. 
E-mall: enquirlaes@respond.org.Webslte:www,respand.org/ 


Responding to Conflict provkies opportunities for Individuals 
and orğanisatlans lo develop new ways of working an conflict, 


Raglstared charily no. 1015906 


PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR 


Nigeria 


14-15 July Conflict Prevention and Peace-bullding 
16 July Training for Conflict Resolulon and 
Peace-buldıng 


Haterill works through local partnerships to nranage a range of water, sanitation 
and hygiene education programmes, Inn Nigeria ¥ê are supporting two local 
Boemment water and sarftation units in the Bena State, 


Feparting to the Country Representative you will work closely wth local 
Eemment and WaterAid staff, coordlrating, monftoring and assessing thie 


Project. Supporting the project staff In the development of appropriate strategies 


JOU WHI work towards the long-term sustalnalillty of the progranintêe, 


Alalanted project manager you wl! lave at least two years’ overseas experience = 
Melly gained la ths community based soclal development fell. A knorledge of 
the issues around water and sanitation would be particularly useful. The ability to 


ork În a small team in a remote area İs essential, 


irel a Commonwealth citizens ky 
ctor uf the Cunınunweall in: 
Salary for UK residents/British nationals: EI a: : 
(including UK Benefits Allowance and subject to ‘intemal ھ‎ 
income tax); for overseas recruit/non-British nationak: { 
£52,844 free af tax (including Expatriatin Allowance) pls ` 
other allowances, Initial contract: 2-3 Years, renewable. 


The Carmımonwealth Foundatian is a London based inter. 
governmental organisation that supports capacity bıi 
and skill sharing within the nnn-governtnental ا‎ 
of the Comntanwealth. Ir also Pruvides grants and 
undertakes prugrannmatic activities in the areas of 
iin development ancl exchange, and the arts and 
culture. 


The Director is responsible for the overall managelnent at! 
direction of the Fuundatian and its wark, inchıding the 
implementation of strategic ınitistives in the areas of 
promoting effective NGO-grwvernment relations, and as. 
of the evolving rale nf civil society: 
Candidates must be able te cletnanstrate: 
® insight into Coımtnnnweilih and intermatiunal 
development issues, anl comınirınent ro the Peoples 
Commonwealth; 1 
a strLNE track recur in organtsatiunal matmgenenr dnd f 
strategy rlevelopunent; 
® excelent cnmınuni 
® adequate experience ant unelerstanuling in respevı of he 
NGÛ seetrır ancl its wperatinn, Jnl ın particular its 
interface with gevermnenr, the piivate veçtur and ssther 
players in civil seicty: 


sliplotmatic skills; 


For an information pack, pleave telephone 

+44 (0) 171 230 6014, fax +4 (O) 171 R3Y R157, 

or e-mail: ieffreyd@cennnıonwvalth.int 

: shortlisted canalnlatec only will be contacted by 31 Manik 


1999, 
Closing date: 15 January 1999, 


SOS Sahel International (UK) ۴ 


Project Manager, Ethiopla 
(Collaborative Forest Management) 


SOS Sahel has been working in Ethiopia since 1989, w+ 
focus on sustainable community management of loi 
resources. A project Is now being established in î 
Oromiya Reglon, to establish Joint management 8 

the sustalnable use of natural juniper foreatê. 
We seek an experlenced manager with forestry ا‎ 
natural resources management training. The P' 
complex and requires strong strategle leadership 
negotiating skills. Responsibilities include: mai techritt 
personnel and resources; provision of n : 
support and tralning for personnel, projec 

and developing an approprlata participatory. monlto™î 
system, 
The minimum requlrements for the post are: four Yer, 
related work experience In Africa; relevant degê i 
technical qualificatlon; proven experience of finan 1 
personnel management; a particlpatory mal ulrês i 
computer and administrative skills. The Don net 
strong understanding of Collaborative Forest 2 
and conflict resolution. e 
The Project Manager will be based In Boranê, report 
the Director In Addis. Facilities are ba ij 
communications difficult, wiilingness to live İn û. 1 
environment ls.therefore essential. Competitive 
dependent upon skills and experience. 
Please send by 3ist December your CV, and 4 post ٤ 
letter explaining why you fesl you are suited i0 ل علا‎ 
SOS Sahal, 1 Tolpuddie Street, London Ni OKT. 

171) 837 0856, E-mall: sossaheluk@gn.apc.org att numb 
in Word 6 for Windows 3.1. Please lInelude a contse! 


‘FRENCH IN PARIS 
* Full ıminersionî 
. „ " For company personnal : 
: * Tailorad, one-lo-ona coUrsêSs . 
Héseau 

Hangues 
[luitures 


gag n r o r 


f 


“e.8 


hull Chrns Ceahtver RR ir tlt 


his position. Command of the Porluguase 


Rwanda. This anhances responsibility for 
ek}, enardinalion, Implementation ond monitoring of 


after publleatlion to: Memlsa 
0 -10-2064646; fax 00-31-10- 
ek 51. 


INTBRNATIONAL 
REALTH EXCHANGE 


Health Jobs In Developing Countrles 


International Health Exchange (IHE} can help you find a 
challenging and rewarding position in a developing country. 


We can supply you with information on numerous jobs wiih 
international ald agencles through our magazine, job 
supplement and register of health professlonals. IHE is a 
charity which gives you the opportunlty to contrlbute to 
equltable health development. 


for Mozambique. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 - 11 


Gross salary is mox. NIG 7.069,.p/m depending on age ond experience. DRC is considered unfit for depandents. 
Programme Coordinator (PC) - vacancy no. PNQ8RWAO10 
Tha PC is responsible for iha Memisa progremmess in lhe heoalih districts of Kilinda, Remara-R 
all axternol contacis {representatives government oulhoritiss, local parnars, donors, 
iha programma activities, project idenfif'cation, reporting (narrative and financial} to Memisa head-office and donars, supervision of expatriate and local 


ukoma and Mibilizi, 
other NGO’, 


and a minimum of three years of experience in comparable positions in 
Experience in working wilh different software programmas is preleroble, 


Overseas Personnel Services, Ms. B. Yzer, except for Fridays. 
spacific bonuses can be added to the 


fax or rnall for an Information pack:‏ ا 

nternational Health Exchange, 8-10 Street, Lond 
WOCZE 9NA. o 9 
Tel: +44 (0) 171 836 5833 Fax: +44 (0) 171 379 1239. 
Email: Info@ihe.org.uk 


Charity No 1002749 


yij? School of Educatlon Centre for Ethnic Studies In Education 
` 3S December 1998 1uulctcnce he terdet and sher Ju. storalbs 
Ff ucntion, Cultural Diterslty And Hanan Bigbis Crnnhura leche le Sargot Brora 
Ceorlnait of the hun Fughtt In te Curculum Fg t frum Fork, HEF dndrey Osler Cınalont 
a tlic Cirunal nt Eure: n bunun ryhts ufyllan Bb PareAb Prclcvrir uf Poblcal Thuar; ut Dae 
Taneraly ct Hil Rebin Rchargtos Direvt ır o the seha nls vue nnn ıu INSEL 
Gqjeuira arta Nuh Fı kn Price gef bıbe, 1 nnetîy tf ine het ۹ 
firit hifannutten front Mfrs Chris Cununr. Sebold yf Bincaling, Fnitertty af amber 
‘mfinl Fuad, Juncbrster HIS YP UK. 


Fm dlûf 2" $58 


the professional promotion of (primary) health care in 


developing countries. Memisa ls looking for candidates for the posillon oft 


Management Controller (MC) - vacancy no. PAŞ8MOZOO] 


exisling managemant procedures ond systems followin g current developments and supervi 


You hova a higher [tertiary] or academic degree wilh a vast experience in comparable positions farcbly in developi 1 icati 
differant lavels, diplomacy, team spirit and (if required} firm action on management r lips kr ies Ee TPES 
longvage would be preferabls. You are availabls far a minimum of 2 years. 


Information relaled to this pasion is available with Johanna Durrar, Personnel Officer 


gre in the field of businass administration, and a minimum of hwo years of experience in 
pref. francophone]. Good knowledge of fhe French languages is requested. 


Written applications with extensive CV for thls vecancy can be directed within 3 
Overseas Personnel Services, P.O. Box 61, 3000 AB Rotterdam, The Netherland. 0 
2064647; E-mail racrult@memisa.nl The first selectlan of all positions will take place ir wea 
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The PC has a higher (tertiary} or academic degree in iha fiald of socio—economics, 
a relîaf canlax!. Good knowledge of iha English and Franch longuags is requestad, 


Information on ûll vacancies ls available at the Momilso Office, 
Only EU racognisad certificates can he considered. According to experience and age, 


Memisa is a major Dutch organisation Involved In 


responsible 


is responsible ko iha Memisa head office in Rotardam. 


Gress salary is max, NIG 7.069, -p/m depending on aga and experience. 


am. 


Administrator - vacancy no. PN9OSRDCO03 


You are available for o minimum of 1 year. 


slol and security matiers. 


You ara avallabla for a minimum of 1 year. 
Gross salary is max. NLG 7.069,-p/m depending on age and experience 


mentioned salarles, 


The Diana, Princess of Wales 
Memorial Fund 


Assessors for UK and International 
Grants Programmas £175 per day 
The Fund wishes t0 astablish a pool of assessnrs, who will 
be used ın an ad-hoc basis. Applicants need to: 
® have al least five years’ of experience of working in the 
UK voluntary sector r in Internatlonial NGOs 
= be currently working in one of tlie sectors, or have 
recenlly warked in a relevant organisation 
® have experienut of sessing and monituring projects 
® be able ta work to Ughı deadlines 
® tinderstand equıl opportunities and relıted Issucs 
e be willing in travel (within UK 


Please send a CY with two refercus and a covering leker 
f outlining your assessment and monitoring experience and 
allıbility to: Grınts Martger, The Ditina, Princess of Wales 
Mentorlal Fund, The Counmy Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, 
Lımdon SE1 7Pli. 


Clasing Dit: 11th Deveniher 199 


Opportunities Abroad 


for work in relief. develrpment aml misston 
80+ countries, apprux. 500 vacancies 
Ten e-mail issucs £25.00: Four issues by pust £27.50 
eredit card payment by fii or post sterling cfieque 


World Service Enqulry (Dept.GW 08,98} 

1 Stuckwell Qrcen, Londo, Engkunrl. SW9 9HP 
Fa: +44 171-3410-5955 e-1 @ cubroad.ory.uk 
A rft ¥ Chisshans Mini Chur iN No 2AISAT 


par 


refusil — burdering un ilr 
— ven u admit Lhal 


IS el P1. 
iui ¥, Baller in 
hal Microsoft his bvhavul 
rupley “IU per cenl al ol 
. Nut HO per cenl, nor even HU . 


per cent ûs lesser Inartils nikl 
grudgingly aduuit. 
Notwilistantling ils oflrepusilol 


is Iragile, Microsoft bas ù self 


ol the avenues opened up by the in- | confidénce that borders on hubris. 
And, as in Greek — nul lo nızı- 
lion geek — {ragedies, thal is what 
they join because of the future | Mostly it buys small conıpanies in | eventually might bring il down if the 
order to develop therm. Corporate j jırslice lepartmenl doesn't do it 


Microsoft has nothing to fear 


1 rama en ¬ 


: The Early Bird catches the deal... - O 
during November, December ‘98 and January, February ‘99 0 1 
SIANDBY TARE EET r 


| our | smears _| roms [| 1tn | 2w | naqe] 
|_0 | 


Martins | 
Self Drive 7; 


web. hiip.bbI co uk/naruns 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


FRESH DAFFODILS 
FOR CHRIST 


i cardı 
r 
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Microsoft is at war with its own government over unfair trading but, as Vletor Keegan reports, the real threat to its future lies closer to home 


Microsoft's Redmond campus, driven by lc scent of alock options 


seris— aren't quile the workuholics | free dıniail startup), Web lY, cable 
they once were. The buroueter of | TV, wireless telephony, speech 
slacken because sales of PCs — on | this ls the company cir park. Mike rucogniliun, vicleo transmissiun, 
vice presielnt buman reé- | electronic payments aud so uit. 

The most resounding impressiun 
ed fron Redrnund is the atl- 


ist th public iuleresl. Mlicrer 
president, Svs Ballmer, 1n 
ally lenis Mil he cunyuuy 
las dour anything wrong ur Uil it 
igh ven Change: iL ss 

su of he Du, 


Lomlon Rana. Hatch. BKrrıgstoke, Hampshire. England 


2NZ 
TEL: +44 1256 807100 f FAX: +44 1256 867001 L 
a E UTTER a ERG Us, 


laims fere are lals more 


uller (average age now 33) and 
more han lilf are ıuny nrarried, iti- 


Microsoft stil kevps û tigbl grip | plklic 
JO per crt 

uarket share nul only of coxnpuiler’ 
uperaling syslnıs bul uf the two 
leading soflware packitges hil rurı 


Isls 
with 


Microsofl may not need the juslice 
per- | department to cut it down to size. 

Top management is worried that 
The İ the virtuous circle of recent years 
that has propelled the company ever 
into | upwards could soon turn into a 


disks to CD-ROMs for disiribution) 
lias run its cours, ‘Je cash benefil 
bills. | fram the fall in costs has been used 
tı finan’ research and clevelor | cluding Gntes himself. 
menl — running al Aa very imjires- 
sive S3 billion for he 149! fiscal | cı iis golden gecse, 
ear E per cent up on kast 2 

Microsoft's revenue growth slack- 
ıS while costs rîse il will be cough 
Rel | in ù double seguvege. Auy fall in ils | on hem — Ihe Word wurd [rOUES- 


uired 


rous | downward spin. 


Greg Mallet, chief financial ofll- 
cer, flashes a baltery of slides on 
the wall to show how past success 
was driven by 30 per cent annual 
revenue increases ancl falling cosls 
(lown Irom 16.8 per cent in 1993 to 
only 8.3 per cent last year). This 
ık — | prodlucetl high profit margins lend- 

ing l» a soaring share price Lhal 
ohbvi- | hugely luasted the value of incen- 
tives (lhrough stock oplions), mak- 
tb of | iıg Micrasofl the place where 
were | molivated ınovers wanted to be. 
Now, he argues, turnover will 


5 ul 


esists | stock value will make il much more | sr and the Excel sprcadslcvt,. Re- | limes 


fusing to make (he sari miske as 
IBM. which tauk is eye uff fhe ball 


huge cash reserves Lo nuve into all | plitce 


ing ambilion lo doıninate them all. 
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difficult tu atlraul bright new re- 
when | cruits — sn the company will have 
lı pay higher salaries inslead, | when under government iuvcsliga- 
tion, Micrusufl is using parl of its | cry uu ils position in the market 


attraction of share options. 1 
Another cultural change is that | policy 10 "embrace and extend" has | first. 
excepî perhaps . . . itsell. 


caus | adding more 10 its cost base and 
threaleniig R&D spending upon 
which longterm growth depends. 


ith a difference... 


o 168 238 


shares has, unexpectedly, alnosl 
sonal stake of chairman Bill Gates 


rampaging stock price has made 


But behind the deceptive campus 
calm, potentially seismic changes 
are taking place. Serious questions 
are being asked, inside as well as 
oulside the company, about whether 
this steamrolling proflt machine — 


ls alive with millionaires — | ous at the recent annual meeting of 


given an ovation as they entered 
We are at the Seatlle headquar- | and another when the meeting fin- 
only | which the Windows operating sys- | Murra! 
tem depends — are reaching salura- | soure 
are | tion poinl, while lhe main reason for | spare parking lls il 6.45pm than | galher 
the recent decline in lhe cust ul j there used lo be seven or cighl | solute 
goarls sold (lhe swilch front floppy | years ago. Why? Eınployees are nu | abilily 
lngrr single. They are gelling | Microsoll is 


sively successful company in the | company in the world where direw 


Microsoft is changing on several 
fronts. Mast immeclalely. U’ Amer- 
kan Dream is at war will its own 


a whol 
ringe of business praclices, Giales 


all of these charges and promises la 


ihe alternative could be the punctur- 
ing of whal others see as Micro- ا‎ ۱ 1 
softs corporate pride and the | Al presen, according to Maffei, | formation revolution, witlt a devour 


sup- | most recruits take a pay cut when 
reınely selfconfident company, one 
that acts as if its motto is “Whal's 


Good for Microsoft is Good for 0 
Bul | employees — the famous Micro- | led ile conipany into Ho{Mail (the 


Reality check req 


doubled to $110, bringing the 
{pictured left) to $62.1 billion, 
ınany of its 28,000 employees 


ınilllonaires througl a gene! 
stock option scheme. 


with $17.2 billion cash in the bar 


TS lunchlime in the spacious | is about lo go into reverse gear. 
galleried restaurant. The place Nonc of these worries were 


thouglı you would never guess from | Microsoft in the Bellevue subur 
their çasual altire and cleceptively | Scaltle, Gates and his board 
relaxed deıneanour. 
lers of Microsoft, the most aggres- | ished. Microsoft musil be the 


3 world, and it’s all feeling a bit unreil. | lors {and not just Gales) 


Ji is harcl to believe that in ilıcse | besleged by shareholders asking for 
autographs. Gates was cven asker 
tu autograph money, presunably in 
Ihe hope thal Dullar Bills will be 


ırıslora! surroundings more wealth 
is produced here than anywhere 
clse on he planet. And all fram a 
single praduct combining trillions of | worth more in time than Jullur 
les ard zeras uf binary cade inlo 
<prvadlshcels, operating syslems 
andl the like; for instance, cach cnpy 
uf ihe forthcoming Windows ZUG | goverrınenl over alegal 
will contain G0 tnillion lines of cude. ils ınonopoaly power ove 
To same, Microsofl — unter 
investigation by the Deparlment of 
Justice — is still lhe Evil Empire, 
tırealening rivals and gobbling up 
lmtenlial competitors in protect ils 
° $M per cenl global armlock on PC 
; operaling systems. To otlıers, in- 
duling most Americans and every- 
une on the Redmond campus in 
Sealtle. Microsoft is still the Ameri- 
„ | Cîn Dream of hard graft and dizzy 
۳ rewards made flesh, 
„Tle company has been expand- 
ing, seemingly unstoppably, for two 
decades. This year the price of is 


abu 


tınel everyone I met un [le 
mond campus) vehemently rı 


refute them blow-by-blıw 
Microsoft has ils turn in court. 
Gates had better’ be riglıt be 


eventual humbling of this 


America". Maybe il is. 
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Institute of Criminaf Justice Studies 
MSc in Criminal Justice Studies 
Full-time - One Year Duration 
Part-time by Distance Learning - Two Year Duration 


The MSe in Criminal Justies Studles is a course deslgred for . 
gradiratêš and practltflonars In the criminal Justles field, The MSe 
ls an lnterdisciplinary course combining soelal science, 
psychology and political scleneg. 

Applicatlons are now belng Invited from holders of relavant degreas, 
Full-time and Part-time by Attendance - September 1999, 

Subjscts covered inciude: Core units in Criminology, Criminal Justice 
and Pana! Systems. In additlon a range Of optlon units arê avallabla 
and include Interviewing, Testimony and Hdentlfication, Mentally 
Disordered Offender, Ofiender Profiling, Pollcy and Management in 
Criminal Justice, Protessions and Accountabllty In Criminal Justice, 
Victimology and Crime Praventlon. 

Work placements may be available with local agencies Including the 
Probation Servics, the Police, Youth Juslice Service and Local 
Authority Crime Prevention Units. 

The course has bean approved by the Law Soclety for Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD). 

For an Information pack, Please contact: 

Instilule of Criminal Justice Studies, 

University of Portsmouth, Ravalin House, 


Distance 
Learning Course 


IHimcd 


Raveltn Park, Museum Road, Portsmouth, 
Great Britain, P01 200 N: 
Te: (0044) (0)1705 843931/043934 3 
rough Ihe provislon of ‘hands-on’ capacity Far: (0044) (0)1705 843039 :F 
and closer ca-operationı among partners E-mail: Paullna.skinner@pari.ac.uk OR WE 
1 amanda.kerby@pori.ac.uk :Pi 
organisations ln programma development andl URL: www.hum.port.ac.uk/pea/ e e :0: 
Overseas Applications are welcome :RB ey 
A centre of axcallancê for university teaching & rasearch T 0 8 
grammes Support Officer, based in Sierra Leone. ¢ 
U 
N lis gramied lt itr 
sallicalıans held iad r 
1 
alow fos 


Newport Unlterslty 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR US4 


TEACHERS AND COURSES FOR STUDENTS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSES 
for forelgn students In centıat Landon. 
Classes anıl aerommodalıon. 
Agent enquiries welcome. 
OXFORD HOUSE COLLEGE, LONDON 


| ++44 171 SB 
for experienced English language leacher , UE EE u 
= by dislance-learning Teacher Iau? J counts validned by lanlty Callegr London 


iwe 


LK amps. Laysarst 
I aH 


S5 Ft Road. Lend a 


for thase starting out In tearhlng English 
abroad = 4-week Intensive courses in 
Landon, Barcelona, Istanbul, Tuscany 


Tel +44 (0)171 253 1185 
Fax +44 (0171 251 66l0 


< = DMC 


SCHOOL OF 


TT 


EDUC ATION UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
EKER MEd AND BPhillEd) DEGREES : 
CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED Master of Business 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES and Technology 
The School of Educution al Exeler is one of the lurgest in lhe UK. 
It has an enviable reputation for resenrh and teaching. The 
pnstgrduale community of the School is made up mainly of A unlque 
#xperiencel teachers who are undertaking further professional Masters program 
study either al Exeler designed for busy psopla who demand 
quallty and relevance to thelr career anid 
aspirations, but have 
diffleulty attending regular classe. 
Distance education which itis your schatulê - 
provided by ons ol 
Australia's lop unlversilies. 
kils and broadan 
Special Flelds of Study includ: age 
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 4 4F E 
EARLY YEARS EDUCATION For huriher information about etn ond other 0 Tallored dagraes - broad avbjezl 


MATHS EDUCATION 

PRIMARY EDUCATION 

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES FOR TEACHERS AND TR. 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS E 
LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT IN EDUCATION 


Applleants should 

(ID either be qunlifted teachers ar hold an equivalent professional 
qualification 

(2) if appropriate, have an IELTS score of 6.5 including 6 for 
writing, or a TOEFL score or 550+ and a TWE, Bard 5. 


cholce WF Quallty سیا‎ 
:  deslgned with Industry Bl Heri 
"degrê ات ا‎ 

wide E Flaxdbis entry provisions 

aniry points - wilh or without & deqîeê 


prodsurms foi 1239, pteasa coatiot 
` Graduate Programa i.i: ,i 
Buainexs and Technology ن‎ 
Tek r612] #385 BGO ` 


Ask for a Program Prospeotus n 


For further infomation on these and other courses (ircluding full 
time MEd/BPhil(Ed) Jegrees) please contact 

The Secretary, Continuing Professional Development Office, 
School of Education, University of Exeter, Heavitree Road, Exeler, 
Devon EXI LU, UK. 

Tel: 01392 264838, Fax: 01392 2648IO ت‎ 
Website: Wwuww.ex.ac.uk/education/cpd/welcome.himl 


Home study for Creative Writing, Freelance & 


News Journalism, English Literature & History 
Start today = send r free prospectus 


. 22 Upbrook Mews, London W2 3HG 
+ 44171706 3780 Web: www.horne-study.cOM 
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Relief & Rehabilitation Director 
Council of Churches for Sierra Leone (CCSL) 


£20,683 pa (2 year contract) 
g and lake.intlatves to improve the capacity of stafl, e 
reğel nelwork. Sef-mativaled and a stalegle 
lence of working far NGO's in rele end 

In Africa, and managarnent experience of personnel, 


the department ard OCSLS member churches 
planner, you will hava at least 3 years’ experi 
rehabiltaticn programmes, prefarably 


nance, admintslration and material resources, Refe RRD/EWC 


Closing date: 6 January 1998. Interview date: 21 or 22 January 1999, 


Programme Accountant 


£20,683 pa (2 year contract) 


To provide a high tevel of prolesslonal accoun! 
in Siena Leone, and to ptovida training and 


a programme which in 1999 is wpected lo 
Prafesslonal accountancy qualficallon ls assenllı 


Itinerant Programme Officer 
Tanzania and Waterloo 


£19,877 pa 1 year contract (renewable) 


To develop the Tanzania counlry programma and lo Support partners in thelr efforts 10 

ise locally available resourcas for NSO’, th 
building support, and faciltation of nelworing 
Invoked in advocacy. An excelent communicator, you should demorgtrats at least 3 years’ 
working in support of African 


Closing date: 4 January 1999. Interview date: 19 January 1993, 


We wll shortly ba recrulting for a Pro: 


pasts In Sierra Leone requlra yu to lve arid work in a high risk ervronment.‏ لله 
Suitably quallfed Slara Lsoneons are welcoma to apply.‏ 


To find cut more please send û 39p SAE {44 size} marked with the Relerence lo 
The Personnel Dept, Christan Ald, PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT or emall 


Cnrstlan Ald works with poor commurlias Oversêéas lo 


them overcomes poverty ancl 
Tras. We work wilh paopla of &î fas and nona. Wa also cı ووا‎ 


ampalgrn o lacie the global C3us28 of poverty, 


Christlan?Aid 


We belleve in life before daath 


St George's Hospital 


PROFESSOR OR SENIOR LECTURER IN THE 
PSYCHOLOGY OF EATING DISORDERS 


Applications are Invited from cllnlcal psychologists with an 
established research record, including funding, for thls 
prastigious new past. The appointee wlil join Professor J 
Hubart Lacey and Ors Bryan Lask and Mark Tattersall In the 
Pathflnderlst George's Eating-Olsorders Service which 
encompasses children, adolescents and adufts, both Inpatients 
and outpatlents. The postholder will be encouraged to pursue 
research Interests in esting disorders by nagotistlon and In the 
context of the clinical naed and research requiraments of the 
Department of General Psychiatry at St George's. The clinical 
responsibilities will Include the development of innovative 
cognitive-behavioural treatments for the full range of eating 
disorders (anorexla, bulimla and abaslty}, both inpatients and 
outpatients. The appointee will assume responsibility for the 
assessment process leading to treatment within the eating 
disorders services and provicle appropriate supervision of staff, 
The postholder wil! provide education and training for other 
eating-dîsorders certtres, including supervision, of local staft. 


AI! eatlng-dlsorders services at St George's/Pathflnder wili 
move to purpose designed accommodation on the Springfield 
Hospital site and the successful candidate will have facilitles at 
St George's Hospital Medical School, Appllcants should be 
eligible for an honorary NHS clinlcal psychologist contract. 


Salary will be according to the qualifications and exparlence of the 


You will develop prajects lor fundln, 


Sierra Leone 


exparisnce 
instltutlorı buîding. Rafe IPO/EWC 


Plaass enquire. Refs PSO/EWC 


personnelDchristian-aid.org 


Wa are an equnl oçFaûrturnites employer 
Pagqisiared charity no. 25BOOG 


Medlcal School 


ك 
Unsely london‏ 3 


successful candidate, 


Further detalls and an appllcatlon form from the Parsonnel 
Ita! Medical School, Cranmer Terrace, 
London SW17 ORE, +440) 181 725 5020 (24-hour answerphone) 
or mall personnel@sghms,ac.uk, Closing data 4 January 1999, 


Orficer, St daorga’s Hı 


Please quote refarence 139/98, 
The School is an Equaf Opportunities Employer 
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Letter from. Sri Lanka Rosamund Man 


Raining coconuts 


enough distance to turn around and 
watch, the picker has slithered 
down one tree and swooped up 
another. The first bag is almost full. 
Slaslı and drop. Slash and drop. The 
cook is shouting — slıe wants sone 
bigger ones. And a few smaller ones 
— still not ripe, but sloslhy inside 
wilh the swcet, young water thal is 
called Furignb, a heavenly drink for 
brealcfast. She yells delighted iı 
proval as a cascade rains clown. 
Anolhcr bag is filled: cach onc 
holds abal 30 coconuts, Now it is 
time [or the Big Tree. 

‘This is a particularly fine speci- 
men. Nol juSl fut size, bud lhe 
type of nl, U boks ne different lu 
my inexpeTienced eyu but it is much 
ized aml r y sîrn nowiulitys. 
We are ihe envy uf Ihe neiglihour- 
hued. For Huse nuts, the picker 
lkvies û 5O per cent sureharu, He 
his lo climb more Ibin 20m into lhe ! 
dir, serabbling his way Ihrouygh Ili 
hick branches of jk imil kilul 
pul {recs lul 


OM HE is couple oblite 
vraled fren vicw hut shouts 
clown | ' directions ax 


lu wher’ li 
whoppiet 
lu kuew tl 
Sit. qı 
from lhe falling missiles, “ker | 
is doliglledl: we have 19 specimens 
rom Ihe {ree Luıday, an il tine ; 
rerord fur one pick antl xtra vaslı 
for him. Aud Iu alsa ins emp 
cially fine pol sambts, he lel 1 
side dish made from grated cin 
poundeel chilli. inrs ind uniutıs, lor 
ill of us, 

The small figure sliihers down 
into view again; broad smiles, Looth- 
less fron kin, very toothy froin the 
dogs. Nuls are retrieved, counlerl, 
bagged, carted off. Sarongs are 
donned again. Cups ol hul, sweet 
teg and warm néw bread are placed 
on the table. Spoonfuls of fiery reel 
chilli are pounded into the soft pile 
of freshly gratecl coconud Meslı. We 
have another’ 104 coconuls outside. 
It took only one hour. But it was 
hard and hot work. The cold shower 
was welcome. The grin is can- 
tented. Breakfast good. 


COMMOTION on a sunny 
A day, at 7.5lam precisely, 

means only thing: the coco- 
ııuut picker has arrived, He is tiny, 
slocky, bow-leggecdl (hardly surpris- 
ing}, almost toothless when he 
smiles, which he does frequently, 
and extremely good at his job. He 
can't tell the time, is wobbly on the 
days of the weck, yet miraculously 
always turns up al exaclly nine 
minutes io cight, and ou lhe 37lh 
day after his last visit — excluding 
any rainy clays. 

How he works out his caleıular is 
even more of a nıyslery Ilhan lıis 
ailily at climbing (he perilously tall, 
swaying lreces. Bags are gulhered, 
ihe dugs race ofl, followerl by Ihree’ 
alts, lhe cook, {he gurdrner, ancl 
any visiting suılls — 1u lıelp hh, 
coud, instrucl, pack anıl y. 
Cacunut picking is cial event. 

The small, brirwny picker steps 
ull of his sarong, lhe ether menu 
hih up lueirs to make neal 
ıniniskirts. A lAhal-louking curved 
kui is tucked into {he ce 
§ shorts aul + small ji 


Tik k tsp ia IwiStel into û [igure wf 
eit, hen looped round his ankles. 
Ile anus al lhe boflotn of the rec, 
pluls wach [out Firmly round sillier 
sile of he lruuk, his dıru, 


hugs he lree in a bea 0 ri, al 
is uf. And up. Quickly. in easy 
rhythm, le silently und swiftly 
dlinbs the trunk. 

In less than half iı minule lıe is al 
lhe top, almost disappraring among 
the cluster of thick, shurp-rrlgecl, 
fronds, He shouts his warning — 
the dogs bark [ramically, running 
round the base otf lhe (ree in great 
exilemeut. The thucdiling of cocer 
uuis falling tv the grouiıxl cumies 
fast and heavy. Occasionally one of 
thê men. wilh macho bravadn, 
catches a nu1. When I first proffered 


garrlening gloveş [ was given looks 
that could kill. It was genlly but 
clearly pointed out that this was o 
place for me. I retrealerl, vainly call- 
ing the dogs and cats to follow. But 
hen, as now, they were much ton 
happy chasing the rolling nuts 
around and miraculously avoiding 
instant death from those tunbling 
out of the sky. 

By the time Î feel I am at a safe 


A Country Diary 


bomber, peck at the wing-tip [eath- 
ers, undercarriage and tail, Soon the 
vulture gives in, the widely splayed 
feathers close to sharp points, the tail 
forms a continuous trailing edge 
with the wings some 2m across, and 
the head sets deep into the neck to 
glide, with amazing acceleration, 
away from the pack. The combatant 
ravens regroup abave a woody 
knoll, where in the next weeks they 
will flock — qa, swarm — to display 
spectacular plunging and tumbling 
dives. After their third attempt our 
vultures abandon the southerly route 
and head west to the Coll de 
Montllobar itself, a 300m climb 
above the village. 
Later we pick pears, figs and the 

very last of the sweet muscatel 
grapes under the gaze of a fluttering 
kestrel. The clack of hazel-swltch on 
almond greets us from the orchards ' 
near the house, Our elderly nelgh- 
bours have arrived from Barcelona 
fof the harvest. Another sign of the 
passing of autumn, and a reminder 
that a dozen tasks cannot be put off 
any longer before winter seta in. 


IGOLS de Tremp, Catalonia: 

The vapours and low cloud that 
remained from the storm, the latest 
in a tempestuous few weeks that 
marked the transition from summer 
to autumn, cover the surrounding 
slerras, forcing raptors into the broad 
depression of the Conca de Tremp. 
Here the rising sün draws the fog 
upwards, clearing Lhe valley floor by 
mid-morning and revealing snow on 
the distant Pyrenees. Weak ther- 
mals form over exposed rocks, and 
eastfacing escarpments develop up- 
lifts which the enormous birds use 
to regain helght after feeding in the 
valley. 

A sair of golden eagles from the 
Serra de Montlobar glide south- 
wards as they séek a break in the 
ridge. Soon two griffin vultures, old- 
ster and youngster, appear, making 
for thelr colony ii the Congost de 
Mont-rebei: But a posse of six ravers 


waits above them. They dive alone or . 


in pairs on the elder bird and, llke 
fighter planes harassing a battered 


stlpply af phiarmiceuliciikgradle in- 
jvctalhle ıpiale. or morphine, it was 
about ASS for nboul a week's supply. 
This gives a mark up of 10,000 to 
20,000 per cent Jor an illicit product 
ol inferlur qualily. All this with nn 
palent, no research and develop- 
ment and no legal responsibilily i 
the consumers. A great business 
opporlunily if ever there was one. 
— Dr David Helliwell, Ninbin, 
NSIY, Australia 


S THERE a Mir/Nirs/Ms 
Zimmer who gave their name 
to the walking frame? 


HE Zimmer frame was one of 

the many medical marvels to be 
invented, clesigned, patented and 
clistrlbuted by the Zimmer surgical 
supply and pharmaceulical con 
pany set up in Wales during the 
post-war boom years. This company 
was the brainclıild of my great-uncle 
Reginald Diggins and a [riend. They 
had success with many gadgets, 
including a circular saw that could 
slice through rock but not butter, — 
Aime Godfrey, London 


HAVE heard that the phrase 

“bringing coals to Newcastle” 
actually refers to the Newcastle 
in Australia. Ia this true? 


O, THE expression antedates 

the Australian municipality by 
about three centuries. — Philip 
Grew, Milan, Italy 


HE phrase most certainly ap- 

plled to the English Newcastle 
well before there was an Australian 
one. Daniel Defoe in A Tour 
Through The Whole Island Of 
Great Britain in 17246 tells us that: 
“From hence the road to Newcastle 
gives a view of the inexhausted 
store of coal and coal pits . .. when 
in this country we see the prodi- 
gious heaps, 1 might say mountains, 
of coals, which are dug up at every 
‘pit, and how many of those pits 
there are; wê are filled with equal 
wonder to consider where the 


people should live that can consume 
them." — ‘Mj Owen, Midland, 
Mississippi, USA ' : 


meteor storm — particles hitting the atmosphere as the planet passes through the debris of comet 
Temple Tuttle — was the greatest natural light display since the comet last passed in 1966 pî nrc arm 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


rly, and may well be running 1ou 
cold in low-speed traffic. Al you 
neetl lo be able to see wlıcn the lraf- 
lic is going to move again. — Jolin 
Slubbs, Hrad of Techuical Policy, 
Automobile Association, Basingstoke 


AS Viagra received more 
free publicity than any other 
commercial product in history? 


EROIN has achieved far more 

free publicity than Viagra over 
the years, thanks to the cıtrrent poli- 
cies of prolıibition. 

From what was once a sate over- 
ihecounter medication that could 
be purclased at a pharmacist at 
very liitle cost we now have a prod- 
uct whiclı costs approximately A$50 
per dose and markets itself in a way 
that makes other direct marketing 
schemes look amateurish. When Î 
last checked tlie cost of a week's 


Any answers? 


HE inscription “Salecnyos 

Bos Leo Seticanve” is cast 
into an old brasa bell i recently 
acquired for gate-slide mount- 
ing. Can anyone translate it? — 
G Wooidridge, Weybridge, Surrey 


8 IT true that turning the 
water to cold at the end of a 
shower booats the immune sys- 
tem?— Rebecca Scott, Wimbledon, 

London 


HY do we “smell a rat” 

when we think something 
is amiss? — David Spilsburg, 
Cannon Hill, Birmingham 


Answers should be e-mailed to 
weekly@guardlan.co.uk, faxed lo 
0171/+44171-242-0885, or posted 
to The Guardlan Weekly, 75 Farring- 
don Road, London EC1M 3HQ. 
To order a copy of the ‘The Last Ever 
Notes & Queries’ for a ا‎ .50 
{Europs), £3.50 (rest o 
ن‎ by ctedlt card please call 
(+44)-1473-268 888,0 send a : 
cheque payable to the Guardlan to: 
JEM Marketing, Little Mead, 
Cranleigh, Surrey, GUS 8ND 


HAT is the origin of the ex- 

pression “white clephant", 
used to describe an anıbitious, 
hııt failed or redundant prujcet? 


IMPLE. The Millennium Dour’ 

takes off into outer space from 
Greenwich al midnight an Decenr- 
ber 31, 1999, and promptly gets 
caught in a time warp. When il then 
lands somewhere in prehistoric 
Africa the tribespeople are, 
slrangely enough, unable to find a 
use for il. They are, however, in 
pressecl enouglı by its sheer size tı 
name it after the largest animal they 
know.— Benjamin Wright, Herlford 


7# original notion conveyerl a 
gift thal is nol merely useless 
but a burden to the receiver, and 
aS brought into English usage in 
the 18th century. Travellers lad 
0 ihe habit of Siamese 
kings, who gave albino elephants ta 
courtiers who annoyecl ihem. Be- 
cause of their rarily, the beasts 
Were, by custom, to be pampered 
With the most lavish food and kept 
in the utmost luxury. 
Thus, what appeared to be a 
ing actually presented the trou- 
blesome courtier with the dilemnıa 
“finsulting the king by refusing the 
ûr being ruined by accepting it. 
Mast quickly found reasons for leav- 
ing Slam — exactly what the king 
Intended. — Garrick Alder, London 


OW long should one wait in 
8 traffic jam before turning 
Off the engine? 


TURN it off immediately. The 
0 ا‎ is bound to clear as 

a5 you do so, — Daniel Fox, 
Thaxted, Essex 


S2 ucH depends on the car 
€ givê an av- 

iie laure of four minutes, but in 
ase of more modern cars it 

uid be as little as one minute. The 
iS to avoid the engine cooling 
«Tl too much, as the éonsequent 
exhaust emissions 

be worse س‎ the fuel and 
saved by cutting the en- 
Exhaust catalysts need heat 
to keep them working prop- 
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“Only by 


the wildest freak is a reporter, after | : 
many years on the hop, actually pre 1 
sent af a single accidental conyut | 


"Cooke is 


iting jour 


anything 


from the 
Te grand 


when he | 
Japanese 


e forcigi 
ra House 


S8 


dl { sail. j 


¥0 


lary went out of the window with the 
talks, You know, when you write for 
the Guardian you write wlıat camê 
to mind because you assume ! 
reader knows or would look il up. 
But I'd rather say ‘carry on’ than 
‘implement the ie a A lA 
ou know. Tlıat's been my 
e since — to write lke telling 


7 


nbiiion 


know. 


"I think Alastair to ا‎ end 
thought wial a nuisance le! 
was. It got in the way of the real 
medium. No paper maiters 0 
more, There are about 40 televl 
channels which I tap and usc. ' 


The relationship between Cooke 


not a 
Celebrating his E ak 1 


a nuisance. He telephones his copy 
at the last moment, so that every 
thing else has to be dropped to get li 
into the paper. He says that he will 
be in Chicago and turns up in Los 
Angeles. He discards the agreed 
subject lo write about something 
fancy .. . But 
we think he's worth it, and we loye 


nalist coincided with the period 
when British papers still had consld- 
erable influence in Washinglon. 
“The Manchester Guardian — any- 


would see you. With the MG it was 
the merchant class — the liberals 


1848 Revolution when the faınilies 
split and set up cultıral Manchester, | : 
Baltimore and S1 Louls. So wlıen I 


sons of people who knew that lhe 
Guardian was thé great liberal 


knew the influence uf newspapers 
was aver. "Tlie moment of lrauina j 


Peace Conference — it was lie firsl 
Iransuiilterl 


in San Francisco were pul in lhe ex- 
treme back of Ihe lop gallery, look- 
ing at these nıidgels on stage there. 


REMEMBER seeing a cul 


<] ١ 
identify and I suddenly re 


alisel Janê, nıy wife. would be 
watclting. So 1] went ¢lown lhe sleps 
and I found a buutlı and | tele | 


ple of characters i couldn't 


‘Who's the guy in the electric blue 
suit witlt brown sues?" She said. 
‘It's Giovernnr Warren, of course. 1 
sail, swealing, ‘Who's he silting 
next 1o? She saicl ‘He's silting uexl 


ever filed. He said later: 


sion of history,” 
the Guardian was 


a Guardian editorial said: 


which has takeıt his 


him just the same,” 
Cooke's heyday as a wri 
body in power who kuew 


and the Jews who came 


wenl to St Louis thert we: 


paper of Europe.” 

He can pinpuint the clay 
was September 1451, lhe 
political event cver 


across lhis cuntineut. Al! (lı 
correspondlents in the Oper 


phouerl her in New York a 


lo [Dean] Acheson. 


“Ol,” I said, and [ eê E 
that. I thought: ‘This is going 
make such a clıange.’ Alastair (Heth 
eringlon] persisted in thinking tlrat 
the ‘welkinformed nian’ would con 
tinue to want to read what had hap 
penecl. [ said to him: ‘It’s all over. 

“For the longest time, they pre 
tended it clidn't exist. Sometimes 
when I'd clone one of my talks Alas 3 
talr would call me and say: WY | | 
don’t you write that up?’ Td say: Its 
too late, Alastair." Very early on, 1 


got into toying with a switclı. 
"In the first year a whole 


someone about an aut, You 


got thousands of .leg men. Ik Ha 
transformed the whole business. 
what is news, the effect on Yol 8 


I don’ 


medium a 


your picture of the world. 


all..i ho longer talk about the 


.  An«l with.that.he drained 


of his:whisky ahd: announc' 
hê was off to thie theatit'e.. 


The relationship wlth Freedman 
was fraught, and Cooke evidently 
still nurses biller feelings over lis 
former colleague. “Max was terrific, 
but a fatal buddy of the Kennedys. 
Fatal — and the same with LB], and 
it ruined his writing." There were 
difficult turf wars over who covered 


But Cooke loved working for 


Wadsworth, and can recile cables 
from his editor 50 years ago, inclııd- 


luke a break from covering tlhe 
Marslıall Plan to write about tlie 


«think we need the print 


.ت 


what, which still rankle, 


ing the occasion in June 1948 wher 
Wadsworth agreed that he should 


100th anniversary of the Gold Rush. 
The cable simply real: "(o Califor- 
nia. Why do we employ Reuters?” 
His relationship witlı Wadswortlı's 
successor, Alastair Hetherington, 
was not quite the same. “We re. 
mained polite all through our lives 
together, But there was a strain, 

“The last of the old guard I met 
was Neville Cardus. 1 had written an 
account of the fight belween Sugar 
Ray Robinson and Randolph Turpin 
in September 1951. He wrote and 
said it was the best piece he'd ever 
read on boxing and he kept it in hig 
pocket. I1 wrote back and told hin 
that as a boy of 12 I was mad for 
cricket ancl that one day at a festival 
in Blackpoot I'd seen him with all 
the big guys and he'd given me his 
autograph. The next time I went to 
London we had dinner. He was very 
tart, but very funny, 

“Carclus was the first MG man to 
be kniglıted. When that happened, a 
cuncert was {hrown in his honour 
with his choice of music, I1 asked 
him, 'What did the Guardian do for 
you” He said: 'Alastair gave me a 
glass of sherry." 

Nick Clarke notes how Cooke 
won praise for his coverage of John 
F Kennedy's assassination in. 1963 
— which he wrote from television 
broadcasts in New York, aided by 


his 14-year-old daughter, Susîe, who < 


watched different channels in an- 
other room. Cooke was also present 
in lhe Los ‘Angeles hotel where 
Bobby Kennedy was murdered, His 
handwritten account of the scenes 
in the Ambassador Hotel became 


one of the most powerful reports he | 
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Alistair Cooke turned 90 last week. Alan Rusbridger hears how his 
glittering career was launched by the Manchester Guardian In 1929 


Voice of America 


م 


than any of his colleagues and wrote 
a book about it, A Generation On 
Trial, in 1950. A history of the 
Guardian notes: "lt was probably 
those reports of the Hiss trials that 
established Cooke as required read- 
ing at British universities," 

His introduction to his book, 
America, gives some idea of his 
range: “Î covered everything Irom 
the public life of six Presidents to 
the private life of the burlesque 
stripper; from the black market in 
beef to the Black Panthers; from 
Henry Kaisers Liberly Ships to 
Francis Chichester's Gypsy Moth 
sailings into Staten Island; fron the 
Marshall Plan lo Planned Parent- 
hood; from Senator Joseph Me- 
Carthy's last stand to the massacre 
of Muhammad Ali by Joe Frazier." 
He befriended presidents, bul he 
also charmed Charlie Chaplin and 
became a close frlend of Hunıphrey 
Bogart and Lauren Bacall. 


HE DEMAND for US news 
meant that the Guardian soon 
appointed another correspon- 
dent in Washington, a Canadian 
named Max Freedman. Iu the early 
days, communications were primi 
tive, “The way it worked was, Max 
first telephoned me and 1 dictated 
ıny piece to him, He then called the 
Guartlian and dictated boll pieces, 
Before the cable was laid yolı wenl 
through Algiers or Tangier ancl the 
line was appalling. 1 don't know why 
Inever got cancer of the throat." 


‘No paper matters any 
more. [Television] has 


business of what is 
news, the effect on 
you and your picture 
of the worid. I don't 
think wê need thè 
print medium at all,' 


¦ transformed the whole 


and understand the country as well 


a3 any American before or since. 
Cooke began broadcasting his 
Letters — he calls them "talks" — irr 
1946, He still bashes then out on an 
ancient Royal typewriter on the 
morning (hey are recorded. As Nick 
Clarke writes In his new biography: 
"The Letter was originally devised 
as a 13week series, It lasted 50 
years. At the start lıis brief was to 
get away from the grim serious- 
ness of wartime reporting, and 
concentrale on "the springs of 
American life, whose bubbles are 
the headlines", For 14 minutes, he 
could talk about anything that inter- 
ested him to a “very mixed audi- 


ence. from shrewd bishops to 
honest carpenters". The challenge 
was “to explain in the most vivid 


terms the passions, the manners 
and the flavour of another 
nation's way of life”. Half a cen- 
tury and some 5 million words later, 
the formula remained unchanged. 

Cooke had been filing pieces 
from the US for the Times anl 
Herall when the Manchester 
Guardian beckoned again. In 1945 
the paper still had no regular Amer- 
ica correspondent! it had made do 
with regular contributions — sent 
by boat — from a string of dislin- 
guished American journalists, in- 
cluding Walter Lippınan and Bruce 
Bliven, eritor of the New Republic. 

The MG's editor, A P Wadsworth, 
cabled Cooke and asked him to 
report on the founding of the United 
Nations. “Of course [ shudder now, 
but I said, ‘Fine.’ [ was in San Fran- 
cisco for nine weeks where Î wrote a 
piece each day for the Guardian and 
did two broadcasts at Zam. 

“They were setting up the Secu- 
rity Council, ihe econontic and so- 
cial council. It was immensely dull, 
but when yoır're young, nothing's 
dull. I had about three or four hours’ 
sleep a night and lost about 15lb. I 
cante back to New York ancl slept 
about 10 hours a night for a week, 
and then I got a letter from 
Wadsworth saying he woukl like nıe 
to keep on reporling {he UN. In 
1946, Wadsworth decided America 
was here to stay and they needed a 
permanent correspondent." 

Cooke was paid nearly £500 a 
year and asked not to cabJe if a lel 
ter would serve. He was to write for 
the paper for tlıe next 26 years. 

Cooke insisted on being based in 
New York, travelling to Washington 
for Lhree days every fortnight, One 
af his first assignments was to cover 
the two rials of Alger Hiss, a senior 
Stale Department official of Roose- 
velt's New Deal years who was 
clarged with betraying US secrets 
to {he communisls. Cooke realised 
the significance of the case sooner 
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T WAS ONLY a minor ııotice: a 
review of a travelling production 
of a "tragical comedy", Jew Suıss, 

at Blnckpool's Opera House at the 

end of July 1929. The initials at the 
bottom — AC — were the only clue 
lo the authorship of the review, 

Peggy Ashcroft was pleased with 

the praise for her performance. Tlie 

lead actor, Manley Matheson Lang, 
wis less pleaserl and tried to dis- 
cover who or earth AC was. 

He failed. In fact the critic was on 
stage beside lıim, plnying a minor 
role, He was called Alfred Cooke, 
Salfortl born and Blackpool bred, 
and this was his fîrst piece for the 
Manchester Guardian. 

Il was, of course, unconventional 
for an actor to be reviewing a perfor- 
mance in which he was involved. 
But then little ahout the long life of 
Alfred (later Alistair) Cooke has 
been conventlonal. On Friday last 
week he celebrated his 90th birthday, 
one of only two nonagenarians with 
his own radio show and the only 
broadcaster’ to have had one that 

has lasted more than 50 years (52, 
to date). Il has been an extraordi- 
nary life in which he got to know 
every United States president fron 
Roosevelt to Nixon: but it all started 

with that notice in the “MG"in 1929, 

Cooke is, of course, frailer these 
days. But his eye is as beadly as ever 
and his mind astonishingly agile and 
fresh. I went to see him earlier this 
year to record his memories of 
working for the Guardian. In his leg- 
endary, rentcontrolled Upper East 
side flat, be poured two large tum- 
blers of whisky and talked for an 
hour, nane perfect and date perfect. 

He began with lhe account of his 
first MG piece, “I came [rom a Man- 
chester Guardia reading family, 
My father was a Manchester Hberal 
antl a Methoclist preacher, a very 
gentle, sweet, totally trusting ıman. 

"[ wenî to school in Blackpool, a 
seconclary grammar, The headlmas- 
ler was a lınulic, but a marvellous 
man. He maintained that the selıool 
was û little fori of culture in ihe mid- 
dle of the Philistines, and wlıen I 
was in the 4th form I wou the chao! 
essîy prize. On a Friday afternoon 
the headmaster would do a great 
list, like theatre, and make a little 
speech and anoint the winner. 
When everyone had left he called 
me aside anıd he said: ‘Cooke, if you 
go on like this one day you will write 
for the Manchester Guardian.” And I 
almost fainted, I mean, the prospect 
was jist too impossible, you know, 
It was the Holy Grail. 

"Then one day in 1929 this play 
Jew Suss came to Blackpool. It was 
Ihe last days of lhe actor-ınanager, 
and Peggy Asheroft's first. Sonc- 
how I wangled my way into the casl, 
playing a sort of spcarrarricr. On 
Ihe basis of the rehearsal I wrote a 
review antl sent it to {he Manchcs- 
ler Gukırdînn and it appuared the 
morning afler lhe opening nigh. 

"As a resull of (hat, I offered io 
wrile occasional reviews of le Canı- 
bridge Festival Tlieatre, which was 
uı cxperinwual Lheaire quile re 
nıarkable İn ils day, and tlııt's how I 
slarted witlı the Guardian.” 

After leaving Cantbridge, Cooke 
replaced Stanley Baldwin's son, 
Oliver, as the BBC's film critic. Bul 
& vÎsil to America on a Conınion- 
wealth Fund Fellowship in 1932 
changed his life. He moved to the 
US permanently in 1937, 1ook citi. 
zenshîp in 1941, and came to know. 


overacted embarrnasingly, It was 


mined to draw attention to her- . 


centricity, Sadly, the star-struck 
` bouquets at her feet. Soinewhere 


|| Stl cutting it fine 


hot young saxophonist Joshua Red- 
man's Barbican show when Redman 
brought the first-half star Joe Lo- 
vano back on stage to swap wailing 
uptempo blues licks, to cestatic 
applause. 

Lovano, the bulky Cleveland-born 
saxophonist almost stole the sput- 
light from Redman. Laconic, melecl- 
ically oblique tunes crowderl in on 
each other, and Lovano's solos were 
masterpieces of ambiguous İngerlt1- 
ity. But Redıman's unncconpanictl 
tenor buiki-up to Sununertime was & 
clazzling inmprovisalory exercise, 
Tour technical , audacily ané 
imagination, this pairing was a 
strong cunleneler [or pick of (he 
werk. 

The seductive workl music pet 
formanre was by Pur igus sr 
Maria Jono — ome of {he world's 
most riveting vocalists. Joao pel“ 
forms raruly in the UK but whun 
sbe dows (usually {o crowds who 
have {urned up for somebody else}, 
jaws drop. 

Workiig with regular’ pianist 
Mario Laginha, Jono splices ringinr 
uperalic falsettos, jabbering percus- 
sive sous, cunfidingly wlimsical 
lyricisın, skewed Afican hirlife, anl 
ferncinus free-seat, art ler inlerne- 
un with her pxurtners is bath musi 
cul and ballelic. 


rAUHHAIN remains a 
Af enone guar tx lıni- 

cinn, and his powerful biancl 
harks back to his Mahavishnu Ur- 
chestra ol the 1970s, a pioncerink 
fusion ensemble whose tuniulluuus 
soul, wall-to-wall percussion, and 
chattering melody lines were 
cehoed by the current outfit. But sû 
was the atmospheric work ùf the 
other legendary ensemble of ja/z- 
rock fusion — Weailher Report. As 
well as electric keys, McLaughlin 
had the dry, spiky sound of fornıer 
Miles Davis saxophonist Gary 
Thomas in his lineup, which fur- 
nished several of the most absorb- 
ing episodes. 

Respite could have been found 
the next night at the Barbican, when 
the brilliant pianist Fred Hersch 
delivered jazz standards solo in his 
caressingly classicised style, and 
the coally charismatic singer-pianist 
Dilana Krall wound her smoky tones 
and swinging keyboard lines 
around American Songbook staples. 
Krali's command of a public space is 
as consummate as Joao's, but she 
does lt by manipulating the familiar, 
rather than skydiving into space. 


singer rather than the opera. 
The more important isste ls 
whether Bartol’s mezzo ia the 
right voice for Susanna at all. 
` She has the vocal range, but itis 
significant that, in her firat per- 
formances İn such an important 
rale, Bartol opted for novelty 
rather than allowing herself to bo 
judged iri the role as it exiata. 
She often hammed things up, 
breaking up the line with guffaws 
and other vulgar distractions that 
she obviously thought would be 
audience-pleasers, She alao 


hard not to feel she waa deter. 
self at all costs. 
Î Whatever her merits — which 
are many — Bartoli does herself 
' no favours by this kind of ego- 
Î audience loved it, and threw 


In'the house, though, aomeone 
knew and cared enough to boo, 


Bartoli, She aings her two arias. 
; | brillantly, but they subvert the 
opera and draw attention: to the ° 


LONDON JAZZ FESTIVAL 
John Fordham 


HEN Dave Brubeck 
stepped un to the micro- 
phone at the Royal Festi- 
val Hall 40 years ago, food ralioning 
hal only recently ended, rock 'n’ roll 
had replaced crooners, swing and 
songs aboul homecoming soldiers, 
and British jazz was dominated by 
skiffle anl Dixieland revivalismı. 

Brubeck himself was a controver- 
sinl figure. Jazz harclliners hated his 
eclevtlclsm, entiusiasm for Euro 
pean classical and world ımusic de 
vices, his clıampionlng of siraiglit 
cumposers, ancl his preference for 
the spotlight of the concert lial] to 
the bare bulb of fhe jazz baseunnt. 
Yel, seeing him this month, one 
could not imagine an interıatioal 
jazz festival that lacked these fea- 
tures, 

Brubeck was in Lown far the Oris 
London Jazz Feslival, which takes in 
20 veuues this ycar. Playing the 
Festival Hall with a quartet thal 
included the Brilish bassist Alec 
Daukworlh, I’ was une of (he hits 
uf lhe week, aoog with Soul 
African clrumuuier Inuis Moholr, 
who earlier pil lgrther a manic 
peruıssion bant lo supıper't rune 
peter Lester Bowie and {he remirk. 
able sinEur ncine Lucu. 

Brubeck’s impacl was tuile û sur- 
prise, Nut because ihe 77-year-old 
compeser aud planist hasn't made 
his mark, but because Su What's 
New?, the disc of new tunes he was 


promoling, is a lille short of 


thrilling, But the quartet displayed 
all eagerness that was initially 


stoked by (he fleet and fluent alto 
saxuphonist Bobby Militello, who 
stormed through aı engaging 
mêlée of flying Charlie Parkerlsh 
double-time, whistling high notes, 


soul-sax wails and bluesy slurs. 


Two fascinating events in the fes- 
tival confirmed how effectively the 
programıning draws the edges lo 
the centre. One of the events was a 
howling two-sax blues jam. The 
other was an indefinable, semi- 
abstract world music set delivered 
to a packed Festival Hall that had re- 
ally come to hear John McLaughlin, 
the headline act. The audlence was 
completely won over by strength of 
character and sheer nyusicality, 
even though many of hem clearly 
had no idea where the artist in quês- 


ton was coming from. 


The blues jam was the encore to 
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Cecilia Bartoli as Susana 


wonderful as the Counteas. 
Levine’s conducting was exarm- 


plary, and this 1s one of the beat 
‘Mozart productions Miller bas 4 
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Sixtles sensation . . . Study for ‘Twist’ (1963) by Bridget Riley 


The complete Iife of Riley 


stein's overblown comic strips thal 
ration-houuk era Britislı Pup. 

Throughuut the seventies, Riley 
tinkered wilh 1wo new elements: 
{ravel abl colour. You alsu nolite 
ile work becoming steatlily more 
painterly and preciuus, At (irs, it is 
a surprise to discover just how 
physically unpretentious her most 
famous monuvlirome paintings are. 
Having become just a little bil 
scruffy over lime, they are mostly 
unframed and unvarnished, with the 
predominant media being enamel 
oni board. But when colour came 
into the equation, so did oils and 
often unfeasibly large canvases. 

Itis no surprise, then, to discover 
that the vast acreage of these was 
patiently covered by assistants 
while the artist stood back and pon- 
dered colour harmonies. About 
halfway through the exhibition, the 
initial exhilaratlon is replaced by the 
sense of staring at brightly coloured 
garage doors and radiators. 

These transitional palntings look 
like colour studies waiting for fresh 
inspiration to strike. Fortunately, it 
hag, over the past decade, as Riley 
has discovered the diagonal. It re- 
stores the buzz and infuses a light- 
heartednese .Into. her recent work 
that enables it to bear any compari- 
son with the sixties sensations, 


mier league of conlemporary gal- 
leries. Having been invitecl to slow 
a muxlest selection of current work 
lhere a couple of years ago, Riley 
loved ihe anbience so mutch that 
slıe (levided to come back and bring 
her favourite paintings with ler. 
Remarkably, this is the first exhibi- 
tion for 25 years specifically lo rep- 
resenl the cûımptete life of Riley 
(uuil January 31), 

Thre show has been planned on a 
personal scale, with much of the 
work drawn froin the artist's own 
collection. Yet however you choose 
to exhibit the work, it is obvious 
Riley will never escape the reper- 
cussions of her early success. 

To enter the first room is to step 
stralglıt back into the 1960s, It's im- 
possible to be surrounded by these 
monorlromes, humming from the 
walls, without the association of 
Minis and models and you-never- 
had-it-so-good. In aesthetic terms, 
they are a linear developntent from 
post-Impressionist inquiries into op- 
tical perception; İn sensory terns, 
they're like getting stoned. 

This is why Riley became the one 
British Pop artist who instantly con- 
quered America. Her work had an 
upbeat, instantaneous impact that 
sat more happily alongelde Olden- 
berg's soft sculptures and Lichten- 


\How to make a farce out of Figaro 


The arias’ curiosity value is 
beyond doubt, but they ahould 
never have been proffered in a 
serlous production of Figaro. 
And, on the face of it, this 18 a 
very serlous productlon. Miller 
and his deslgner Peter Davison 
have remade thelr outstanding 
1993 Vienna production. They 
have alao collected a cast and, _ 
“tonductor as finë a5 Aûy AVall- 
able. In addition to Bartol's 
Susanna, the cast has Bryn 
Terfel:as Figaro; Renee Fleming 
as the Countess, Dwayne Croft 
- as the Count ahd Susanne 
Mentzer as Cherubino. In the 
pif, James Levine ts iti charge. 
` Jnall e of wayB; 0 
1 lived up to expectations. 
Tiel la mtıch more artful in the | ever staged. The problem is: 
title role these days, but the as- 
: gurance of his singing is udi. 
miniahed. Vocally, Flemjhg is °’ 


` Alfred Hickling 


Ss aH Sspicin ab0l 


AYBE it was when she 
appeared iı Vogue in an 
Ossie Clark oulfit, Or 
; hen Salvador Dali came lo pay 
wibute, with his retinue of syco- 
fants and a couple of leopards. 
ther way, at the height of the six- 
Bridget Riley became sabo- 


965, the 34-year-old 
Irom nowhere to two 
¦ \muultaneous exhibitions that were 
ûe buzz of New York, But İt wasn't 
atatus Riley was look- 
deeply committed artist 
optical mission, she 
out {0 realign art with the 
perception, Bruised by 


by the fear that jt would be 20 years 
anyone looked seriously at 


0. 

ILis getting on for almost double 
„Now and the Abbot Hall Gallery 

Kendal, Cumbria, is about as far 
from the international art 
hl ا ا‎ be. Yet 
exclusive staging of 

Lucian Freud's latest works, this 
Georgian villa has 
hopscotched into the pre- 


reiteel," Thun bow is it justifiable 
i Dogme director’ lu cune tu Hl 
feslival itd discuss his fila “OL 
Ihi's nothing lo clu with the tilt. 
explains Vilerberg, “that's jus 


It ie beyond argument that 
Miller was right, though the suh- 
atitution was not the main cause 
of my indignation, The two re- 
surrected arias are by Mozart, 
after all, and not unknown: they 
occasionally crop up in recitals. 
But that is what they are — 
recital numbers, concert arias, 
not operatic arias, They show aff 
Opera's——--.|-the-singer's fatilly and range; >7” 

. Î but do nat illuminate either 

Suaanna’s character or the 


. The first of the arias (which 
Mozart wrote for a 1789 revival 
in which Suganng was sung by 

.|` the librettist Lorenzo da Ponte’s 
mistress) is a slight piece, “Un 

„, | moto di gioia". The second, “Al. 

‘| deaîo di chi adora”, ia an ambi’ ' 
tious coloratlra showpiece: But ' 
it is a worltl away from the irony ' 

.and sensuality of “Deh, vleni®, : ' 


reak then ve 


, and “Deh, vie 


ho comes upd : 


- err > > 


Cinematic 
chastity 


ج ا ا 
LONDON FILM FESTIVAL‏ 
Jonathan Romney‏ 


ff" AKE thie Vow of Chastity’ 

1 ا‎ 
last weekend. That only applled i 
they happened to be film-makers, 
though. It was the slogan on the 
handbill explaining the rules of 


Dogme 95, {lhe “brotherhood” of 


film-makers founcled by Lars von 
Trier. The elusive Dane wasnt in 
lown to present his own controver 
sial Dognıe exercise Iliots, bu 
three ûf his "brethren" were, includ 
ing Thomas Vinterberg. director of 
Festen. The extraordinary Dogme 
manifeslu rages against the cinenıa 


of "bourgeois romanticisnı" and pre 
poses tlie Vow, a set ûf 10 rules br 
which all Dogmatists are hound lw 


make their filıns, 


Deferling themselves on stage al ' 
Ihe National Film Theatre, the 
Dugme members dliılnl exactly | 
avruss like lirebrand pravocs 
inlerberg iuul fellow dire 
lors Krisliin Levring ind Soren 
Kragh Jacobsen amiably cantessed 
that hey Stuck te lhe rules as mh : 


Co’ 
leu 


ats hey could, and Iii i was simp 
I lo wrk wil restrigtiot. 

But hw 
Bul 10: “The direcior ust ol be 
1 


wmirkulinyg. 


‘This year's mos! eccentric, and 
certainly nest cosmopolitan enlrie> 


sen lo come Irom Quebecor 
dirvvlurs. Denis Villeneuve’s slylish 
August 32nd on Earth is about a 
Canadizn couple wlio Jly to Ulah in ; 
urder (o cunceive a baby slarbans 
in (ıe nıidelle uf lhe Great Salt Lake. | 
Then there's No, the test fron 

slug’ wizurd Robert Lepage —~ û 
complex metrfurce about Canadas 
‘Trudeau years, 4 Lerrorist boni 
plot and an aciress performing 8 


Feyclentı farce at Expo 70 in Osak8. 


Bul several stages abead in the 
Quebecois glnbe-trolter stakes 1S 


franculs Girard, best known a§ 


director of 32 Short Films About 


Gleun Gould. His new film, 
Red Violin, was shot around 
wurld and has tlinlogue i 
English, German, Italian and 
nese. It's a lavish reworking both 
costume drama tradition and of 
creaky old genre, the por 
movie. 


Girard revives a narrative 2 
nlque beloved of Boys’ Own yare 


by following an object {ihe 
fiddle) through the ages, 
Renaissance Italy to moder: 


Montreal, via 18th century Yienn™ 
Victorian Oxford, and the Chinese 


Cultural Revolution. 


It may sound like a recipe for 


excess, but Girard's elegan 


voluted shagay.dog ا‎ tung ol" 
to be riveting, and mo! 
acute than the Tales Of The ا‎ 


és öf musk. 


pected premise might 
may work witli the clich 
cal passion — especially la 


lish sequence, with Greta U 


a bodice-ripping Rh - 
also manages t0 
wryly indeed. The film, is 


cally dazzling too — ga i: 


Vermeer. lighting —, with 4 


urbane feel for, the modem, 


quenceB, featuring. Samuel. J' 
as a,connoisseur. W' 
the violin's spell. A virtugs0 
mance al] found. :'. :, 


shows how dreams of power spring 


to smash it into shards, Your could 
have stabbecl someone with a clag- 
ger of Bluebird toffee and eaten the 
evidence. Unwrapped loaves hal 
crusty vurls {hat you broke off and 
ate on the way lıonıe. 

Then Force put breakfast in a 
box, With snake-oil salesmanship 
unequalled until Ovalline discovered 
night starvatiou, Force claimed 
wheat was a wonder foodl. Il ex- 
plained on the packet: “Brain work- 
ers are driven into dyspepsia, 
nervous prostration and various «lis- 
eases because of the lack of the 
kind of food demanded by nalure 
froın which to rebuild the daily loss 
occasioned by brali and nervous 
work." This man has only a nodding 
acquaiutance with) the Englislı lan- 
guage, but he underslancls my own 
predicament perfectly. And yaurs 
too, no doubt. We just wear our- 
selves out being brainy. If “various 
diseaşes" is a little unspecific, per- 
hups he is just being delicate. 

Harvey Kellogg, not to be out- 
done, claimed his flaked corn woulcl 
“curb the unnatural desires of the 
young”, And we all know what they 
are. Considering how many curii- 
flakes have been stıovelled cluwn 
the thruats of Lhe young, I think we 
should all ask for our money back, 


ق 


30 ARTS 


Keeping an eye on the minder 


When he dreams of exotic places, 
he isin Stoke City and West Ham. 

"I had many dreams to see all 
over the world, One day Tm going 
to see all over the world. Life is very 
beautiful but we complicate it. 
When I was a child I felt like the 
world would open his arnıs for me. I 
didn't realise that life would keep 
me here in my home." He sold his 
watch to buy McAllister a meal. 

“When my guest is satisfied, that 
means something very, very impor- 
tant. That is to me more Important 
than my watch. It means to me too 
nıuch because you are coming from 
the other side of the world. Maybe 
you will remember me all the life, 
You will remember me.” And his 
snlle stretched so wide his big mous- 
tache seemed to be measuring it. 

Wrappers (BBC) is an èriginat 
lille series about the things we buy, 
and why. 

There was a time, curls of gold, 
when nothiınıg came readly-wı'apped, 
Biscuits were iı boxes, Soap wag In 
bars, Sweets were loose — or, in the 
casé of Bluebird toffee, iınnıovably 
set in a tin tray, with a little haımmnıer 


She broke her leg in 1991 when the 
electricity failed during an air raid. 
“She was so frail. So when slıe came 
from the upside down, she fell." The 
room seemed to have been burglecl 
by pecufiarly thorough thieves. “I 
soll ny records. They are my life. 
Elvis. Andy Williams, Frank Sinatra. 
Love Story was a gift from my girl 
friend. [ had to sell it. Life is very 
dlifflcult during the embargo, be- 
lieve me, 1 couldn't bulld a house, I 
couldn't have a car. I couldn't marry 
and have a waman. I couldn't do any- 
thing. Just struggling for being alive.” 

His hands ınoved over the eımply 
walls of his bedroom, where his 
posters hal heer. “Here was Trevor 
Brooking, He was captain ofl Wesl 
Ham Unrltecl. Here was Archie Gem- 
mill when he was captain of Scot- 
land. [In 1991 we needed a fire, so we 
burnerl them.” Even Bobby Moore. 

*i can'l forget Bobby Moore. He 
hold the World Cup 1966. What a 
person! He is like a movie superslar. 
Blond, tall, very beautiful with 
his..." He slrokecl invisible side- 
burns, Kifalı seems to live in a time 
of yellowing cuttings. 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


HE minders of [raq Min- 

istry of Information (Modern 

Times, BBC2) are there to 

keep an eye orı visiting journalists. 

With monkey logic, Scan McAllister 

kept anı eye on his minder. it made 
arı unexpecteclly poignant filın. 

Then, as now, Saddam had 
avoicled confrontallon at the last 
moment, The Journalists were going 
home. Tle minders were befng laid 
off. For Kifah, McAllister's mincler 
and Kevin Keegan's grcalesl fan 
("Onoh, f will pay all of my life just 
lo nake a chat wilh hin"), i1 was A 
bodly-blow. He liad earted nore in 
one week from journalisls' lips — 
$120 — {lin iu the eight years since 
the Gaull wur. 

McAllister’ went with him to a 
foolball mutch, the short route to 
bis heart. Kifnh invited hinı hoıne. 

It was bleak. His mother (who 
hal beenı standing on a box talking 
nver lhe wall, like a tiny Les Daw- 
son) hobbled iı to welcome him. 


Peace İn our time ... Sean Campion iı Northern Star PHOTO. PHL SMYTH 


gaucheness in the presence of the 
girl who invades his patch, he still 
gives a conımanding performance. 
It proves conclusively McGregor 
cari hold a stage. He is also strongly 
supported. Sean Gilder as the duffel 
coated, fantasy novelist Nipple 
suggests the kind of toothily genial 
figure who lives in the world of his 
dreams. Nicolas Tennant is equally 
good as a nervous nonentity at- 
tracted by the charisma qf the sup- 
posedly strong leader, Joe Duttine 


and Luu Gish are spot on as, respec- 


tively, the seemingly loyal but ulti 
mately treacherous sidekick and the 
commonseusical Huddersfield girl 


who sees through Malcolm's mon- 


strous pretensions, 


If the play makes for’ a, good : 
evening it is because it pins’ down ' 


the bedsit revolutions of much of 
1960s’ student life and. accurately 


from eriotional deprivation. 


‘The success of the play lies in its 
comıic parody of any tinpot fascist 
nıovement, First a leader emerges 
who attracls a group of tame 
acolytes. Then comes the expulsion 
of one of the party as a denıonstra- 
tion of personal power. That is 
inevitably followed by an act of 
gratuitous violence which reveals 


the level of panic and fear. 


Mixing elements from The Trial, 
Lord Of The Flies and Billy Liar, 
Halliwell shows a lunatic game 
gradually acquiring a deadly reality, 
The obvious weakness is thal we 
see through Scrawdyke long before 
anyone else, One wontlers why none 
of his companions, however seduced 


by his rlıetoric, gels the point. 


Butin Denis Lawsoıi's production 
the piece cracks along as such pace 
that qne's Intelleçtual doubts are 
suspended. And, even if it is difficult 
to accept McGregor as 4. man 
reduced to tongue-tied, virginal 


An Irish dream 


uf Wille ("You appear delermineel 
lu provoke a quurre! will nic — I (lu 


hope it will leiul to violence") lo tle 


incantalory rheloric of Synge (“Isn't 


Ihere û kind of glory rising up 


antongst us?"), But there is nlsu 
clearly a serious purpose behind Lhe 
literary device — to suggesl thal 
Lrelauıd can achieve unity only by 
acknowledging its plurality, and that 
lhe best way to escape from the 
prison of the past lies in celebrating 
arl and reason rather than mytho- 


logising violence, 

In the end, this is very much a 
play about history. Parker sees 1798 
a§ a national turning polnt — a mo- 
ment witen there was a dream, how- 
ever hotched or stillbar'n, of a united 


Ireland. But he also warns against 
the dangers of sentimentalising or 


mis-remembering the past. 


TIdealistic about the future Dut 
cleareyed about the past, Parker's 
play is admirably staged by Rea on a 
Bob Crowley set that sticks its 
tongue out at the audience through 
a long central ramp and plays on the 
church's intimacy and warmth, Con- 
leth Hills's vibrant McCracken gives 
the play an energetic centre, Annie 
Farr is loyally spirited as his miş- 
tress, ancl Sean Camplon is impres- 
sive in a variety of roles from a 
Wildean Wolfe Tone to a Shavian 
redcoat arguing that “the whole his- 


tory of lrelarıcl iş a civil war", 


Who would your cast as a lonely 
Paranotl fanlusist wiıo has difficuk 
ties with girls? The charismatic 
Ewan McGregor would not iustantly 
leap to mind. But, although cast 
against type, he acquits himself 
extremely well in Denis Lawson's 
swift, sharply edited revival of David 
Halliwell's 1965 play, Little Mal- 
colm and Hiş Struggle Against 
the Eunuchs. 

Its lero is a sacked Huddersfield 
art school stuclent, Malcolm 
Serawdyke, who plots fiendish re- 
venge. He forrns, with the help of. 
three (lisclples, the Party of Dy-, 
nanic Ereciion to stage a putsch 
against his former principal and to 
wage war on all intellectual eu 
nuchıs,. But, after the bealing up of a 
girl who vainly seeks to help him, 
he is exposed in his true colours a8 . 
little more than a sad bedsit Hitler. 


weakness in dissent," cried Mc- 


Humel, the play has a burning rele- 


THEATRE 
Michael Billington 


ISTORY,  sakl Joyce's 
Stephen Declalus, "is a 
nighimare (rot which [Û um 

Irying to escape”, But may it not 
also offer lessons from which we 
tan learn? The brilliance of Stewart 
Parker's Northern Star, revived by 
Stephen Rea for this year's Belfast 
Festival, is that it embraces botlı 
possibilities: it sees history, depend- 
ing on yaur perspective, as q her- 
metic prison aııd a potent metaphor. 
Rea's revival, tor Tinderbox 
Theatre Company and Field Day, 
could hardly be better timed or 
placed. Parker's play, preniered in 
1984, deals with the United I[rish- 
men's abortive uprising of 1798, in 
particular with the (ate of the lead- 
ing Presbyterian radical Henry Joy 
MicCracken, who was hanged by 
ihe British. In its vision of Protes.- 
lant and Catholic finding a common 
cenuse (“There is strength in union, 


Cracken, sounding nat unlike John 


vance at a time when peace is lıany- 
ing by a tlıread. It is also being 
staged in the beautiful, elliptical 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Belfast's Rosemary Street — not 
anly the starling point for the play 
but the hub of the radical culture it 
describes, Short of seeing Hamlet at 
Elsinore, you coulcl lıardly find a 
plny tbat comes closer to lome, 

But the wit of Parker's play lies in 
its dazzling Joycean structure, Il 
showg McCracken, after the defeat 
at Antîiım, hiding away with his 
mistress and tlıcir child in a ruined 
vultage outside Belfast. In his final 
huurs NicCracken surveys the 
Severn Ages, üf botlı his own life and 
the attempt lo forge a urıitecl Ireland, 
in ihe style uf famous Irish play- 
wrights ranging from Sheridan and 
Bouvicault (o Behan and Beckett. 

But what is Ihe point of Parker's 
astute acl of ventriloquism? Partly, 
suspevt, sheer virtuosic delight: he 
was always û writer who handled 
serious issıres contically, and here 
he seenıs to relislr parodying every- 


thing fron the ingenious paradoxes 
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Dark and 
disturbing 


Hermione Lea 


The Lave of a Good Wornan 
by Alice Munro 
Challto & Windus 339pp £14.99 


LICE MUNRO'S first collec- 

tlon of stories wııs published 
30 years ago, She has written 
nine books, and her Selected 
Stories came out two years A{O 
to rapturous reviews. Wilh 
Eudora Welty, Grace Pauley, aud 
Nadine Gordimer (and, morc re- 
cently, Lorrle Moore) shu ls one 
of the (inest female short-story 


writers of our time. But, becuse 
alte Ly mialıly A SltUt UDUUFY 


wrller, she runs (he risk of being 

taken toa quiclly, (cated (ou 

mildly. Ah, her admirers sigh, 

"beautiful", "perfection", 

“miraculous”, Yes, But what 

they also need lo sauy of The Love 

OfA Good Woman is that thence 

absorbing nnd brilliant stories 

are extremcly clisturbing, and 
take us into dark places. 

Several of them slowly’ uura- 
cover u hiclden ncl of vivlence, 
ın nccident (hal xcıırs for life, 
bad secret, Ihe breuking of A 
ingu, mı irre ble loss. 
sC frOlest]UU 8 emergv 

from seb-Uups where there is 4 1 
rlnustrophobit over-proxsimily, إ‎ 
frustration or concealment! 
“a collaborulion in a silence." 

In the title story, the corpse of 
a small-town optonictrist İs 
found tn his car in anı icy river by | 
a Fang of hoys. Through a won- 
derfully delicate balancing uct 
between two uarratives (Munro 
loves doing this), the secret 
story of bis murder is revealed . 
to the nuree of a dying woman, 
who finda her imagination un- 
bearably infected by her patlent. 
In another story, a woman and 
her grandchildren happen on a 
horrible household deep in the 
country on the Lake Huron 
shore; there's a senge of danger 
narrowly averted. [n another, a 
young girl is nearly burnt alive 
trying on the wedding dress that 
belongs to the wife of her 
mother’s lover — an accident 
which partly happens because of 
her confuaed, tormented rela- 
tionship to the three adulta. In 
these constricting family homes, 
the malevolent vindictiveness of 
some of Munro's characters can 
take your breath away. 

These are accounts of a 
provincial, rural or small-town 
Canada atlll lacked in its reprea- 
sive, colonlal past: the past of 
Munro’s own childhood, which 
she is drawn back to in boolc 
after book. Some of these char 
acters escape into the future, 
llke the daughter who, because 
of her accident with the wedding 
dreas, becomes independent of 
her messy famlly, acquiring a 
“gober, victorious feeling” of 
being on her own. But Munro. 

: prefers to hold them on the edge 
ofa change, to leave them caught 
up in memory and regret. One of 
her most eloquent atrategles is 
to make her stories scem to 
move both ba¢tkwards and for- 
wards, to be at once anticipatory 
and eleglac, beginning “the pri- 
vate work of storing and secret- 
ing, deciding on his own what 
should be preserved and how,’ 
and what thease things were going’ 
to mean to lin, in hig unknowr 

future”. 


ing my hair louse — he loves i that 
way — ancl our bodies crivcl oul fur’ 
uniun. Oh, 1u bear his chill!" 

The wiry for Ncw Yuur's Day 
1H02 is Vike a Henry James novel, "I 


callecl ont Gustav, He give me lis 
buly — & I lot him ouch nı with 
lis hand. SLIT anl upright stood Jiis 


vigour, Hr’ carriel me lo lhe sufi, 
lid me gunly rhwn inl swung 
hinselî over ine. Then, jut i Î felt 
him penetrate, he lost all x 
He laid lis head un my rı 
url — and ilınosl wept fur 
shame." The last eniry is on 1G Jan- 
uary. "For a long while ve béenu 
truly happy. But ceverylhing has 
changed. He wanls me clifferenut, 
cûmpletely diferent. And thiut's 
what | wan as well. But when I'm 
un ıny own, nıy other, vain self rises 
to the surface and wants to be Jet 
free. I let myself go. My eyes shine 
with frivolity — my mouth uiters 
lies, streams of lies. And lhe senses 
it, kuows it. [must cast out my other 
soul. The one wlıich has so far ruled 
musi be banished. I1 must strive to 
beconıe a real person, let every- 
thing happen to me of its owı ac- 
cord.” And so the diary ends. 


If you would like to order this book 
at the special price of £21 contact 
CultureShop (see page 32) 


koschka, depicting the artiat with his lover Alma Mahler 


1 
9 چ 


i. 


poser Mahler propuses, "I (unt 
know what to think, how lu think — 
whether 1 love him or not — 
whether Û kive Ihe direvlur of the 
Opera, the wonderful cunduclur’ or 
Ihe ınan. And his dır leaves me cull, 
so rlreivlfully could. In plain words: | 
rlnon'!t believe in hiln as a cûnıpuser, 
And I'm expecled lo hind my life (a 
this ntn." Threv werks laler shu: 
gels a leUer tron Maller inlorıninyg 
her that if sl ix to be his wife sin: 
must slop compusing. “My heart 
missed a beal! My first reaction was 
to give lin up. I had to weep — tor 
then | understondl thal 1 loved him. 
‘his uorning 1 reread lis letter — 
and suddenly 1 fell such warıntlı. 
What if | were lu renounce [my 
ınusic] oul of love lor him? He's 
right l must live entirely for lıim, 
and to make him happy." 

They set a date. “This evening 
the boınb dropped. In bold letters 
it stood in lhe papers, ‘Mahler 
engaged.' , . . He was very pul out, 
Everywhere ımy beauty, my youth & 
my musical talent are stressed." 
There are 90 days until the wed- 
ding, and she gets more wound up. 
"[Today] he let me feel his mas- 
culinity ~ lıis vigour — and it was a 
pure, holy sensation, such as I never 
would have expected . . . Nobody 
knows how Î long for him. I'm wear- 


Detail from The Tempest by Oscar Kol 


slovenly servants, tliscomfort — 
1ihese are the joys of housework"} 
and other times struggling with her 
stockings (“t losl my suspencler-bell 
— something 1] can't abide — and I 
had lo vanish inlo someburly's fronl 
porch"), She is cilher in lhe depths 
uf despair or liftecl to the heights by 
lıer music. And always throbs the 
val ûf sex, louder and loucler likı’ 
jungle drums. Klinu's pursuil von 
tinues throughout her 1th year. "In 
Gcnoa, I was stancling alone in my 
rnum. Kl. carne in: ‘Are you on your 
owıı?' 'Yes." And before [ realisecl it, 
he'd taken me in his arms and 
kissed nıe. It's indescribable: lo be 
kissed for the first time in my life, 
und by the only person in the worlcl 
that I love.” 

Proposals follow Irom various 
besotted men. As slıe seizes the 
opportunity to kiss them, she is try 
ing to decide her destiny. "1 have 
the clıoice: to be Alex [Zemlinsky’s] 
wife -— just that — with financial 
reslricllons ancl a neurotic husband 
whi disdains my music. Or to be 
Muhr’s wife — a life of luxury, re- 
spected, honoured, loved, spoiled. 
Bul — Alex [ love. Muhr doesn't 
mean a fig to me. What should I do?" 

The diaries move inexorably 
toward their climax — maritally, 
musically, sexually. The great com- 


ıı Diaries 1898-1902 


! by Alma Mahler-Werlel 
Translated by Antony Beaumont 
Fabar 43Spp £25 


HESE diaries are gripping. 
They could be read as the 
acount of a highly talenled 
musician and composer’, wlhıiclı they 
are, but their main interest is their 
insight inlo the mind of a beautiful 
ynuıg woman at the turn of the 
century, bursting with sexual pas 
sian. anıl uırrnunclret hy euitare 
Alma Schindler's diary begins 
when sh is 14, living n cultured life 
in Vienna with ber sister, mama, 
and new stepfather. Her father, tlie 


skin and ] suspevt halitosis [thouh | lamlscape painter Emile Schindler, 


is receıtly dead. She is the pupil, 
friend or fover of many ither 
famous men, including Gustav 

Klint, Alexander Zemlinsky. Oskar 

Kakuschka and Max Burckhard, 

bul wien the diaries open she is a 
| virgin burning for music ind sex. 
| The delight of this bonk is the trank- 
wss wilh which she charls boll 
feelings — the enlries veer belwevn 
ralurous accounls uf concerts she 
has attenlecl and men she has en- 
slaved. 

Al 18, Alnıa is in love with Ihe 
mainter Klimt, and much of her 
emotional energy is spent on him. 
“Maman hinted darkly that I 
shouldnt walk with Klimt, But he 
was so delightful. He'll probably call 
| later this week to collect my fan." 
¦ Mania knows Klimt is not a serious 
; suitor ~— he is living with another 
; woman, But when she points this 
: ul i scarcely improves Alına's 
mood: there are distincl echoes of 
Anne Frank, “Suddenly Mama said, 
You dont have any pride whatso- 
ver. You give yourself to all cont- 
ers. Without saying a word, I stood 
Up and went into the drawing room. 

İd Manıa have any idea of how 
deeply she'd hurt me?" 

nma's moods are as varied as her 
sucial life. Sometimes she is lament- 
ng having to do housework (The 
odour of turpentine, clust, dirt, 


In the Roman hospital where I lay 
recuperating, a Tunisian called 
Mustah was not right in the head 
after a car craslı. Mustah believed 
his mother and sister had been re- 
placed by duplicates who lookecl ex- 
actly like his real siblings. Was he 
suffering from Capgras’s delusion, a 
colourful syndrome caused by 
damage to zones in the brain which 
speclalise in face and object recogni- 
tion? Some neural damage is darkly 
hilarlous. In 1031, relates Ramach- 
andran, a London plumber attended 
his mother’s funeral only to start 
giggling as the gravediggera low- 
ered her coffin. Evenlually he stag- 
gered off among the gravestones 
loudly guffawing, That evening the 
same plumber died of severe araclı- 
noid haenıorrhage. Brain damage 
that sets us giggling inappropriately 
is usually located, says Ramachan- 
dran, in the hypothalamus area. 

! Dr Ramachandran is ,to be con- 
gratulated ’” for writing thrillingly 
about tlıe deep architecture of our 
most mysterious organ, .In every 
respect, this is a superb introduction, 


Ifyou would like to Ordér this book 
atthe speclal price of £14.93 ı 
contact CultureShop {see page 32) 


gent generosity, Phantoms İn The 
Brain grips from start to finish. The 
book is based on Ramachandran's 
own experiences with neurological 
patients and takes us to the linılt of 
scientific inquiry. A man loses his 
arm in a nıotorbike crash yet contin- 
ues fo feel it moving. Another 
patient experiences orgasm in his 
(amputated) foot during sex. 

Instead of dismissing these con- 
ditions as mere clinical curiosities, 
Ramachandran belleves they pro- 
vide valuable insight into how the 
human brain operates, 

In response to injlury, says Rama- 
chandran, the brain reorganises and 
re-maps İtself, altering the circuitry 
which most ' neurosclentists still 
believe was laid down in foetal life, 
Lord Nelson experienced the most 
compelling.phantom limb pain after 
the Joss of his right arm; his-neural 
conneclons were crealing a new 
script, trying to make sense 'of the 
pain ofthe injury. ' 0 
. Another of .Ramnchandran’s pa- 


tients developed a blind spot in the. 


visual field after a catastrophic head 
injury, When he looked directly at 


the lavatory sign WOMEN he failed 


to see the “W” and "O" and entered 
with embarrassing consequences. 


Ghosts in the machine 


circuitry. (For fear of picking up 
radio signals, however, I opted for a 
plastic one). We still have no clear 
idea how the human brain works, It 
was hardly the Berlitz method, but 
my Italian had become unaccount- 
ably fluent after .the injury. Some 
questions about the brain are 5O 
mysterious, so deepİy enigınatic, that 
‘many scientists simply avold them. 
Quirks of the human mind, how- 
ever, fascinate Dr V S Ramachan- 
dran. Phantoms Io The Brain is one 
of the funniest and most original 
bookş.on neurology ever written, 
‘The author is a leader in the fleld of 
brain research yet he remains glori- 
ously: accessible. to the layman, 


(Sandra . Blakeslee, a wellknown . 


American sclence writer, has helped 
to iron out some ofthe big words). 
Like Richard Dawkins, Rama; 
chandran continues a traditlon of 
scientific wriing from Galileo to 
Darwin which vanished earlier. this 
century with academic speclals- 
ation, If is only recently that scleuce 
has become, in publişhing ‘terms, 
sexy and pop again ,: . 


Written-with humility and Intelli- 


lan Thomaon 


Phantoms in the Brain: Human 
i u and the Architecture of the 


SRamachandran and Sandra 
68l68 


Faurih Estate 328pp £17.99 

ATER an unexplained ll, 1 
1i had an emergency brain opera- 
lı one of Rome's less salubrious 
I'd been discovered on 
with — in best Hitchcock 
— the telephone dangling 
The caribinieri thought 
coshed. pile of 
the walls and 
o caled in the hall where I lay un- 
eg Surgery for an impacted 
had le and resultant haematoma 
dr with a.cranlal cavity lhe 

ofa healthy tangeriı 


ne... 
quaintly named Dottore 
Dr Spleen), who perfortned 


Ni 
he 


cautioned against the . 


iq, You are pag some bone 
1 ore less ,thickakulled 
1 a a elore, he said, and suggested 
1 plate to protect my: neural 


a purty with her lnrlian sisler-inla j} 


Am | 
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pagan, a believer in female 
deitles who range from the orig 
nal earth mother to the higher. 
minded “gynocracy” of 
contemporary feminists in 
America. Bimbos — such as 
those who squirm on the bead ` 
at Cannes during the festival. 
are for him sacred houtla, tem. ' 
ple girls devoted to a religion of 
fertility, Fowles is a would-be 
woman. He cotiily inslsts that 
Homer was female, and thinks 
the novel as a feminine form, iı 
vented by nıedieval chroniclers 
such as Christine de Pisan ard 
Marie de France as a critique of 
male aınbition and aggression, 
“I consider nyself", he says wih 
a aibylline purr, “a sort of 
chaıneleon gender-wige,” The 
maggots have done thelr work 
well: Fowles's mind is as tangy 
and quirkily textured as atilton. 


ae 0 > > 


tured butterflies, not nubile 
girls, He now condenıus the 
habit in all ita forıns, and adnıits 
to feeling “an almost metaphysi- 
cal horror before photographs”, 
which freeze warm, mobile life 
as if sealing a fly in amber, He 
hates “the deadness, the fixity — 
or fixingness" of photography. For 
him, it is imperative to delight in 
the wriggling of the worm or the 
fluttering of the moth: he reveres 
“the existinguess nm things”, 
Wormholes touchingly con- 
cludes with a stroll through 
Fawles’s backyard in Lyme 
Regis, an intact paradise, a 
haven where Mediterranean or- 
chids apotheosilse “the recurrent 
green universe”. This large gar- 
den, he modestly notes, “owns 
me — not the reverse”, 
Fowles, like his heto D H 

Lawrence, is an unregenerate 


mm 
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A mind as quirkily textured as stilton 


ready for an idle afternoon of 
what he calla hedge-poking, 
One wormhole excavates a 
route between these different 
selves, leading from mythopoeia 
to ecology. Fowles cherishes the 
myth of a Green England, an 
unashamed carnal paradise. 
Then, awakening from this miaty 
reverie, he writes about our 
need to be respectful custodians 
of thia deconsecrated land. 
Fowles’s first novel, The 

Collector, was about a man who 
entraps a desired woman and 
seals her beneath hia floor- 
boards, As a boy, the novelist 
himself indulged in this “lethal 
perversion”, though; armed with 
setting-boards, killing-bottles 
and caterpillar cages, he cap- 


Less abstract worms are never 
far away, He lives in an old 
house with a library of ald books 
and listens nervously for the 
gnawing of termites, But he does 
not feel threatened; a writers 
individuality is, he says, like 
“that ‘noble rot’ which we 
esteem in certain fruits, wines 
and cheesea” and the literary 
personality ia made more succ- 
ulent by the invasion of weevils, 

The whimsical pests writhe 
entertainingly. Fowles is a com- 
binatlon of magus and canny 
yokel, He pays tribute to “the 
ancient payche" and investigates 
the arcane lore of Homeric 
Greece and Saxon Wessex; yet 
for his photograph on the jacket, 
he wears a straw hat and seema 


Peter Conrad 


Wormholes: Essays and 
Occasional Writings 

by John Fowies 

Cape 405pp £18.90 


THE wornıholes in: question 
are not the slimy homes of 
those creatures which gobble us 
up after we dle. They are, John 
Fowles explains, costmlc by-ways, 
"hypothetical interconnections 
belween widely separated re- 
gions of space-time”, and they 
circuitously link the scattered 
subjects of these essays — 
islands and antiquarianism, 
Kafka and butterflies, the 
Cannes Film Festival and the 
Falklands conflict. 


for example, as appallingly racisl 
"She's a iypical Jewess with bal 


I never git cluse enough." "Gr 
flressetl and went tu Henrielta's fir 


... Drank ù lut and hal lo refa ' 
fron ınaking Air Lııdia joke — ther 
Wert sıı Dılıy (here.” 

As his marrige lo Birtwell bre 
down — largely bevause of bis drut 
abuse, nol lo ueuliun repeal 
infilelilies with other men — r 
relaliouship beciune increasing 
violent, both emulionally anid physi 
cnlly. "1 bent her ane kicked her amd 
her nose was a bloocly mess.” Tali 
of the casual sexual encounters 
warcls tle er uf his life are lcgio 
— how he caught erabs, for exar 
ple, and coulin't afford the lotion 
gel rid uf thenı, They nake for hr 
rowing reading, not only becaust 
Clark was terrified by the speclre ol 
Aids bul also because they illustrat 
how passionately Clark hated hir : 
selfî — more than he hated anytods 
else in 1 is and he was 0 
hater. "I picked up a guy, nol 
or handsoıme, and he asked Wiha 
a place. We were on our way hom 
when ıe caughl sight of me fulHact 
under a street larnp. ‘I don't ihink IT 
bother,’ he said." ا‎ 

The relentless misery of tlie book | 
is due, at least in part, to the | 
that Clark's journals for the glory 
years of 1976, 1977 and 1978 a 
nıissing. He had talked to Blooms 
bury in 1988 about publishing i! 
but they were uııable to go AN; 
with the project as Ossle ا‎ 
an undischarged bankrupt and % ¦ 
couldn't sign a contract. In lhe a 
ledge that his writing might onê e) 
be published he summed up his eû. 
life in 30 happy retrospective pagsl; 
until 1974 where the diaries POP; 


1 
From there on İn, however, ¢ ا‎ 


In the end, the 


Diaries are a lamentable c25 4 


fonts) 
he associate 
borious ft 


Oasle Clark was one of 0 


e 


begin and he declares hise “* |) 
famous as egg fo YUNg 


book deals with his trafic 
gration both personally and being 
sionally — right down to iS 

. forced to rely on Sal 
kitchens for food and up 
brutal murder by his lover 
: Cogolato, on August 6, 1% Clk | 


from Clark's endless 

of ine ا‎ 
ith to the ' 

Hotes (there are 219 for 1974 aloo 


tury'a greatest fashion des 
inspiration to all young Papal ind 
a yen to travel to the dP ay 
dare the beautiful he dF 
their clothes. The fact thet را غا لاو‎ 
.‘arles are, for the time belg 
has left behind hir js perfsPê , 
greatest tragedy of all. 


patchwor! 


So the Ossie Clark Diaries should 


Ener rather than RIS 


who, ` thought . the 


Ossle Clark condemns himself, a 


. great length, and entirely in his own 
words. The designer comes across, 


Designs on disaster 


ney connection, which served to 
add more glamour still to the equa- 
tion. Ossie Clark and his girlfriend, 
the fabric designer Celia Birtwell, 
were inseparable from Hockney 
when Clark and Hockney were at 
the Royal College of Art together in 
the schoal's glorious heyday. 


have been a great moment for 
British fashion. Unfortunately the 
.book charts the terribly sad demise 


teoric rise. Celia Birtwell, who mar- 
ried Clark in 1969, was wisely 
reluctant to see the Diaries pub- 
lished at all, let alone in-their often 
thoroughly unpleasant entirety. Her 
sons, the legal recipients of thelr 
father's work — spurred on by 
Hockney 
designer's story ‘should be: told.— 
thought otherwise, . 


Susannah Frankel and 
AN Wilson 


The Ossle Clark Diaries 
edited by Lady Henrietta Rous 
Bloomsbury 402pp £20 


SSIE CLARK dressed the 

sixties. He wore selfatyled 

collarless “Beatles" suits 
long before John, Paul, George or 
Ringo ever thought of such a thing 
aid clalmed ta have conceive 
miniskirt before either Mary Quant 


or Courrèges got a look in. Name a 
Swinging London celebrity of that 
decade and, for that matter, most of 
the next, and. Ossie Clark was, at 
least in part, responalble for their 
look. Whether he turned his hand 
to manipulating body-sculpting . 
snakeskin or diaphanous chiffon he 
cut clolh in.a way that few others 
0 ever been .able to .before or 
.since. 


. Then there was tho. David Hock. 


introvertecl —— but also in his charac- 
ter — depressive, regrellul, existen- 
tially troubled. 

On top of all that he was nıarried 
with children. But he and Ms Ross 
had similar feelings for one another, 
aud they made ilıenı last for 40 
years, “Was I a dope?” asks Ross. 
“Was there a vacancy İn nıe? Why 
was Î not besel witb guill — or with 
resellınenl — about {he woman 
who renainecl Bill's wife?" The an- 
swer to these difficult questions is 
that Shawn and Ross would never 


Lillian Ross has found a way to 


Some commentators would ap- 


Lillian Ross was not the type: she 


In the sixties she adopted a baby, 


1 


allow themselves to become adver- 
saries. They wanted to be fovers, 
They were oper-mirıded and gentle, 
and never free from a little pain. The 
samé can be said of Mrs Shawn, 
who put up with all this, and who 
had the character to let it be, 


honour every player in this lacal 
drama. Her love of Shawn was for- 
ever tied to her love of reporting. 
Here she brings the two loves to- 
gether in a book that lights up her 
work, and enlarges our sense of the 
woman behind it, a woman of apir- 
ited devotions, 


pear to wish that these good people 
had lived their lives differently, or 
that Lillian Ross had stayed quiet on 
this central relationship of her’ fe. 
But she has proved herself more 
equitable than her critics, and more 
willing to seek truth in the face of 
convention. “The theoretical for- 
mula for my life that I had autormati- 
cally absorbed from my parents", 
she writes, “seemed to have become 
a bit altered, but İn the reality of my 
life, 1 felt I1 was living it anyway. It 
never bothered me that I didn't have 
a 'Mrs’ attached to my name. ] never 
thought of myself as a ‘mistress’, a 
term that to me still carries with it 
an image of a heavily mascaraed 
woman İn a corny movie, wearing a 
negligee and sitting around sulking 
and painting her fingernails.” 


was curious to see what you could 
do as a reporter, and she went out 
to the world and watched. She be- 
came one of the best writers the 
magazine ever had. 


Erik, whom she and Shawn doted 
on. Shawn would read him articles 
fromı the New Yorker, then he'd fold 
the magazine away, kiss the Rosses 
good night, and walk 10 blocks to 
his other life. It wasn't perfect, but 
they knew that too. Mr Shawn grew 
old knowing it, and he died knowing 
it. But it ig clear from Lillian Ross's 
.book: the, life they had.waş, glorious 
, none the less,. 2 


Imperfect love 


Andrew O'Hagan 


دت کی د 
Here But Not Here: A Love Story‏ 

by Lilllan Ross 

Faber 240pp £12.99 


NE DAY’ Geurge Eliot wrote 
a leıter to her friend Mrs 
Bray: “If lhere is any one 
action or relation of my life,” she 
wrole, "which is and always las 
been profoundly serious, it is my 
relation to Mr Lewes,” The action 
wns simple: Lo love him, a marriecl 
man, an editor of the Leader, and to 
then be encouraged by that love, by 
the cares and the cautions of Jeep 
affection, to make herself into a 
novelist. But simple isn't the same 
as easy: theirs was a union without 
legal or social recognition, They 
lved how they could, and they 
made arrangements, and they did 
their work with honesty and lave. 
Lillian Ross went to work at the 
New Yorker in 1945, She was al 
ready a good reporter, but the New 
Yorker was a certain kind of maga- 
zine, and although there were a few 
wonıen around, they were only 
allowed to write “notes, which they 
handed to a rewrite man, who put 
their words through the typewriter 
to make them sound male. A lot of 
the people on the magazine were 
idols to the young Ms Ross. There 
were editors like Katharine White, 
who was dedicated (o every serr 
tence her writers put down, and 
William Shawn, who became the 
editor, and would almost sob if you 
„Spoke the names of his favourite 
contributory 7 
“Every morning," writes Lillian 
Ross, "on my way to West Forty- 
third Street, 1 couldn't contain my 
excitement over my good fortune to 
have become part of that place.” 
The young reporter fell in ove with 
her job. And over time, and several 
hurdles, she fell in love with William 
Shawn. Shawn was complicated, not 
only in his manners — shy and 
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Football Premlership: Aston Villa 2 Liverpool 4 


Fowler punishes 
Collymore folly 


pun 
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: "i auard Cella Vigo, whuse 3-1 win ended 
E O he, A 19 R1 jÊ Î arden Reporters Bed lacey. Villa's interest in {he Llefa Cup, frst 
Qa4 Be4 23 b3 Bxd3 0 i AURA Davies rounded off anı STON VILLA are beginning Î exposecl a daw in (rregory’s defence, 
QB! With White's Rxcê 1 all-conquering day for British lo look like the man who | and here Paul Ince caught it balk 
Black goes [o e جو پا‎ ' | golfers last Sunday after Nick built his louse on sand. If | watching at a corner as he healed 
Be4 ر‎ Qa FN ا‎ Faldo and David Carter had the challenge of John Gregory's | past Michael Oakes after lwo min- 
8 draws. RxÎ2t For if 1 teamed up to win the World Cup, team for lhe championship is to | utes. Liverpool, tike Vigo, then prer- 
e 1 ¢ Rx or i 28 Rib Lee Westwood and David Howell amount lo anything more than a | cecled lo lear Villas cover 1o 
28 2 ا پا‎ Rua, carried off titlea in Japan and nine-week wonder they will surely | ribbons with a quality uf passing 
Resi x2 Bf1+ 30 Australia, and the Great Britalı lave lo relig heir founclatians. and Movement which bemused Ugo 
esigns. أ‎ and Ireland team took the world They also need to reassess the | Eliogu and preyed on tle inuxperi- 
men's amateur team champi- irue worth lo Ihe side of Slan Colly- | ence of the 17-year-old Gareth Birr'y, 
No 2551 anship in Chile. more, whose nulragcous fuul on Yu ihe problen fur Vila lay 
ج ج ج‎ Davies held her nerve for a liverponl's Steve Harkness al Villa j wqunlly in midekl where, witbuut 
8 final round of 69 irnı Las Vegan to Park last Saturclay and subsequent | the suspenderl Inn Fayler, ey sim: 
7 finish on 277, 11 under par and second yellow card and dismissal | ply could ual coq. Villa live beeu 
win tıe PageNet Tour for a retaliatory shove on Michael | seding the gate primarily Miruupglı 
6 Championship, the final event of Owen, who had tackled him knce- Î their abilily lo loll narrow leiuls, 
the scuson, by four strokes and high, confirmed the maverick | but since Dion Dublin's [ 
5 clinch the first prize of tenclenciecs uf Ihis talented but | Coventry, Gregory's cle 
4 $215,000. The victory ended RBA RIK wayward player. rifice numbers in ilil lı mv 
20 barren months in the United Gripping stuff . . . Carter celebrates with Collymore’'s ovcrlhe-top hinge | mude both Dublin aril Collymore 
States for the world No 1, whose | Cup of Golf victory for England in Auckland sitw Harkness carrivd off with ame j up fret hits upset Ue aunt's 1! . 
2 fnther Dave broke down in tears aged knev ligaments. Happily the Whereas Collymore is prollipgilee, 
as he walched her triumph, four | take them to an cight-undcr 568. | week. Now I'm going uff for incident dil nul spol e remier- | Dublin coulinues lo prosper. Hirvinyg 
1 shots ahead of the Amnericarıs Westwood shot a one-uncler- some karuwwke." Darren Clarke of | ship's most cenlerlaihing sprelacle uf | hil a pest in tle f 
Vat Hurst and Brandie Burton par 70 to win the Dunlop Northern Ireland finished suc- the season so far; helped, it must be | Villa iı he imu 
1 ımd Australia’s Karrie Web. Phoenix in Tokyo by thrvc und on 274 afler a level-peur 71, said, by mutually inept clofeuuclinyt. ston wilh an 
- tl 1 Faldo had promised to nake strukes with a 13-undicr total of Howell won the Australian P(A The muslerful finishing uf Rabbid | iye David James 
eT Tn E 1 amends for England never hav- 271 — his second straighi tour- j Championship in Sytiney, He led Û Fowler dominated an exhihrating j siruck shot um the turn. 
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nanment victory. The 25-year-olcl 
picked up $375,000 for the vic- 
tory — the largest winner's 


uxhibilion of alkurkinıg football Iron 
both tens al inspirecl Liverpool 
lu lhe victory which cudled the 


by six shols going into Lhe last 
round, and won by seven. “It 
was a dream way to win," he saicl. 


After Fowler restore Livwrpuul’ 
lwergoal lend ntblin tipped in 
ulher from Cullymore's lw er 


8 1 ing won the World Cup title since 
sic grandmaster blunders. A win for ' 
Huebner would have nade hin a41 | € Competition started in 1954, 


world litle candidate and knocked j| | tas his strength that took 


James had been puualised fr 
bringing down Julian Juacliın, 
Within a minute Phil Babb appearecl 
10 repeat the foul bul the relerce 
Peter Jones (lid not award a sevoncl 
penalty. This leniency hardly conı- 
pared with the yellow card shown to 
Collymore after his challenge on 
Harkness when practically everyone 
was expecling red. 

A one-nıatch ban means Colly- 
more will miss Villa's next home 
game, against Manchester Uniledl, 
on December 5, Four days later 
they travel to Chelsea, and Arsenal 
are at Villa Park the folowing 
Saturday. By then we should all 
have a better idea of what the pre- 
Christmas pretenders, and their 
manager, are made of. 


lo make bis (bird goil a formality 
confirmed Fowler as one of the 
country's most (langerotıs strikers. 

Yel Villa, despite conceding hyo 
goals in the first six minutes, might 
have savecl or even won the match 
had the skill and vision of Paul Mer- 
son been backed by a return 1o the 
delendiıg which saw them le in & 
similar number in their first nine 
league games. 

“Strikers win matches, defeıı ders 
win championships,” Gregory had 
declared after Vila forced an effi- 
cient scoreless draw at West Ham 
earlier in the season. Since then the 
truth of those words has, quite liter- 
ally, heen brought home to him. His 
team have now conceded nine goals 
in three matches at Villa Park. 


Football Results 


Exéler Û, Shrewsbury 1; L Orient 2, Branttard 1; 
Mansfeld 5, Banat O; Scarborough 1, 
Harttapcol 2; Scundhorpe 3, Huu 2Z; Southend 1, 
Piymauth O; Swangaa 2, Cardlfî 1i Torquay DO, 
Peterborough 1. 

Laading poasitlonst 1,.Halitax (10-35); 

2, Scuntliorpe {19-33}; 3, Cambndge (19-33) 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aberdeen 0, Sf Johnslone 1; Cettk: 5, Rangers î: 
Dundes U Q, Dundes 1, Hearts 2, Dunlemilıne 1: 
Kulnıamock O0, Malherwêll O. 

Lending poslilons! 1, era (15-3OF 

2, kılmarnock (15-25 3, Celtic (15-23). 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

First Divislon 

Alrdrie 0. Ayr 2; Morlon O, Falkark 3; Hamilton 2, 
Hıbamlan 2; Raith 2, Siranrgaer 0; St Mirren O, 
Cliydebalîk 0. 

Leading positlons: 1, Ayr (16-22): 

2. Hbamian (15-26}: 3, Falkirk (16-20). 


Segond Dlvlslon . 
Arbroalh 1, Partick O: Livingston 2. Mon 1: 
Qugen Sih O, East Fife O; Stirling A 3, Forlar 1; 
Invernass CT 1, 4 ا‎ 2 
Lesding poaltlona: 1.:Llvirgslon (16-371: 

2, Invemesa CT (16-34); 3, Ciyds 16-26), 
Third Divislon 0 ٤ 
Brechin O, Ross Co 1; Cowdenbeath 2, Allon. 
3; Dumbarlon P, Monlrosa P; E String 1, 
Qugens Pk 1; Stenhousermulr 1, Barwick 2. 
Leading poslilons! 1, Ross County {16-36); 
2, Brechin (16-33: 3, Stenhousemui (18-27). 


FA CARLINQ PREMIERSHIP 

Aston Villa 2, Liverpool 4; Blackbur 0, 
Southampton 2; Derby O, Yest Ham 2; 
Evarton 1, Newcastle O: Leads 4, Charilon 1; 
Lelcesler Z, Chelgaa 4: Middlesbrough 2, 
Cavenîry O; Sheft Wed 3, Man Utd 1; Spurs 2, 
Nottm For O; Wimbledon 1, Arenal O. 
Lending poaltiona: 1, Asion Villa (played 13- 
points 28); 2. Man Uld (13-25); 3, Arsenal (14- 
24. ٤ 2 


.NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 

Firat Diviston 

Bristol Cty 1, Stockporl 1; Bury 1, Grimsby O; 
Huddersfield 2, Bradlord Cily 1: Ipswich O, 
Balton 1; Oxford 2, Porl Vale 1; Portmoulh 2, 
WBA 1, QPR 1, Sheff ld 2: Sundedand 2, 
Barnsley 3; Swındon 2, C Palace O; Tranmara 
1, Nonuich 3; Watfotd 4, Crewe 2; Wolves 3, 
Bumingham 1. 

Lending posltlons:t 1, Suridariartd (19-40), 
2, Watford {20-36}: 3, Ipswich (19,35). 


Second Dlvision 

Blackpool O, Preston O; Bournernoullh 6, 
Burlay O; Fulham 2, Chaslerfield 1; Uncoin 2, 
Luton 2; Macclesfialkd 1, Walsall 1; Man C O, 
Gîilingham O: Milhwyall 1, Bristol R 1; 
Northamptori O; Nolls Go 1; Colchester 3; 
Oldham 3, Wrexham 2; Sloka 2, York O; gani O, 
Wycomba O. 

Leading positlonaı 1, Stoke {{B-40}:.- - 

2, Fuham (1 7-39; 3, Walsall (19-36). 

Third Diviaîon 


Brighton O, HaBieax 1: Cambridge 2, Darîngîton 1; 
Cartale 0, Rathıerham O; Chesler 1, Rochdale 1; 


day match at Bloemfontein. The 
home sile were bowled out for 67 in 
their first Inıings in reply to the 
visitors' total of 310. But they fought 
back to dismiss lle West Inclies 
for 188 the second tine round and 
went on to score the 438 needed lor 
victory -— the highest successful 
fourth innings total by a South 
African teanı against a touring side. 


UNDREDS of angry share 

holders besieged Manchester 
United's directors at the . club's 
annual general meeting which ex 
posed deep antipathy to the pro- 
posed $1 billion takeover by BSkyB. 
Speakers accused the club's chair 
man, Sir Roland Smith, and chief ex- 
ecutive Martin Edwards of trying to 
*se]l out" to Rupert Murcloclı's com- 
pany, and pleaded for a change of 
heart over their backing for the 
deal. The meeting was the first 


chance for shareholders to vent 


their feelings over the takeover, 


now referred to the Monopolles & . 


Mergers Commission ancl oni hold 
until next year. 


NOWN football looligans wilt 

be banned from travelling to 
matches abroad even if they have 
‘never beeıi convicted in the couris, 
‘under fresh government curbs qn 
hooliganism, The package of meê 
gures, billed. as the Goverqment's 
toughest ‘assault yet on football 
related offences, will target not only 
rowdlea but touts selling tickets on 
the black market and.fans çhanting 
‘racist abuge on tle terraces 


area and blasted his drive high be- 
yond the keeper. Another come 
biıck was needed and Neil Lennon 
supplied it, scooping in a Kennedy 
header in the 64th minute. Although 
the Moldova side were reduced to 
10 ınen for the last 25 minules after 
Alexandru Curtianu was sent off, 
the Irish could nat find the winner. 
In Group Elght, Yugoslavia 
striker Predrag Mijatovic dented the 
Republic of Ireland's hopes of quali 


fying when his goal in Belgrade was | 


enough to give his country a win- 
ning start to their campaign. 


ORRENTIAL rain came to Eng- 

land's rescue on the final day of 
the first Ashes Test in Brisbane. 
Australia dominated the match from 
the outset with a commanding first 
innings total of 485. After England's 
response of 375, Australia followed 
with a lightning 237 for 3 declared, 
setting England an unlikely run 
chase of 348 to win. ٤ 

After a steady start, led by Mari 

Butcher and Nasser Hussaln, wickets 
started to tumble to the spin of Stuart 
MacGill and Mark Waugh, and when 
bad light, followed by a tropical 
downpour, ended play early, England 
were clinging lo the ropes at.179 for 
6. Australia's . fast bowler, Glenn 
McGrath, was man of the match with. 
six for85 in the firstinning ' 


‘@OUTH AFRICAN captain Han- 
sle Cronje, with an unbeaten 
158, led Free State-to.an.astonishing 


twewicket victory'.over „the ‘West. 


Indies on the flnal day of their four- 


ATR three indifferent perfor- 
imances by England's first- 
choice leam in the Euro 2000 
qualifiers, a side ınade ııp largely of 
reserves beat an experienced ancl 
skilful Czech Republic side Z0 in an 

mternalional frienclly at Webley. 
The England irregulars found lhe 
mad and form which had deserlecl 
2 More established team since the 
ا‎ Cup, and even showed a bit 
style. The Czechs, unbeaten in 10 
and fielding seven of the 
et had lost the Euro 96 {inal 
hel embley, did enough to prove 
i ' Pedigree but faded dlisappoint- 
E England took the lead in the 
1 Tinute after a Darren Ander- 
N drive beat Petr Kouba compre- 
Hoddle By the 34th minute Glenn 
this li 3 men were two up, the goal 
1 Tie coming.from Paul Merson. 
E Czechs were kept in the 
by Kouba, who twice denied 
و‎ before the hour to keep the 
“Sl alive. Two instinctive saves 
i Nigel Martyn ensured Eng- 

Sviclory, 

„rihen Irelaud recovered twice 
3 ling behind Moldova to ciraw 
(r heir Euro 2000 qurllfier in 
Bul, ree at Windsor’ Park, 
5l. The Moldovans’ opening 


ہہ 


k Peter Kenuedy was caught 


İ Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 
England find winning form again 


٥ 


1 ٠ OE in the 23rd nıinute when 


: Mg as Vladimir Gaidamas- 

| Alay ed in front of him to beat 

. (irs Cltis. [i was not until 10 min- 
ا‎ halftime that the Irish 


ag him nnd Carter to a two-stroke cheque on the Japanese Tour. In Santiago, the Great Britain | leaguer leuders' 12-muteh unbeaten | only fir Fowler to cuntplte his lal- 
out his Soviet e ا‎ win in Auckland. 1 was his seventh win in the and Ireland anıateurs won the Premiership record. irik ree minutes kıter, Even will 
crowd were rooting for | ا‎ But it was Carter who made ıine tournaments in which he Eisenhower Trophy for a fourth A sharp header tht owed | 1U men, aller Collymure™s Hepa 
triot in the Swiss town, s0 for Sure of victory with a closing- hau been in contention this year. | time in tlhe tournament's 40-year | everything to arıticipalion anc posi | turv, Villa might sll have denice 
many of them saw the right nuove 0 ` hole birdie as he went round in a | Westwood said: “I've been history, by four strokes Irom tioning, a shol pulled with a puul | Liverpool victory bad James nut 
While they began discussing ; four-under 68 to Faldo's 69, to focused and mentally strong all Australia. husller's assurance and a first touch | pushed Dublin's perally pint a ml, 


loudly. But Huebner kept his cyês 
fixed on Black's threatened Qxf#, 
and chose 1 g3?? The audlence 
groaned, and Petrosian went on lO 
win. What should White have played? 


No 2550: 1 Qg2 ReB 2 QP! Threal 
2 Rg8+ and 3 Qxh4. Re4 Guards ie 
Q. 3 QI5 ReG if Re 4 Red Qxh2 
Qxf6+. 4 Qd5 Threats 5 Qa8+ and 
Qd8+. Re8 5 QxI7 and wins. 


س ا ا س 


CheSS Leonard Barden 


NIG, Pert and Ruth Sheldon 
brought off a golden English 
under-18 double in Ihe world youtlı 
championships for boys and girls at 
Oropesa del Mar this month. it was 
England's best result in these conı- 
petitive events, wiıich are normally 
dominated by the forıner Soviet 
Union and China. 

Sheldon, aged 18, of Manchester, 
İs already an England woınen's 
internalional, but her 9/11 was still 
a fine score and included wins 
against all her ınain rivals. She is 
presently in India, trying to emulate 
Harriet Hunt who won the worl 
under-20 girls' title last year. Jovanka 
Houska, the European U20 bronze 
medallist, also plays in Callcut with 
help from Saitek, and this trio's ris- 


ing talent provides a bright outlook 
lanet rremenlnehese 


ا 

Pert, aged 17, did astonishingly 
well. The Oakham School sixth- 
former was unbeaten by five strong 
IMs, took the gold medal from a 
Russian on tie-break with 84/11, 
was awarded his International Mas- 
ter title, and had a rating perfor- 
mance of nearly 2550, the level of an 
élite grandmaster. Oakham, where 
Pert won a scholarslıtp, enhancecl 
its growing reputation as one of the 

world's best chess academies. 


R Goletiani (Georgia) v R Sheldon 


1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d3 g6 4 g3 
Bg7 5 Bg2 d6 6 0-0 e5 7 c3 
Nge7 8 Nh4 0-0 9 f4 exf4 10 
gxf4 f5 11 Na3 Kh8! Frees g8 for 
the B. 12 Be3 Be 13 Qel Qd7 
14 Nf3 Rab8 15 Ng5 Bg8 16 
Rf3 h6 17 Rh3 b5 18 Nc2 a5 
19 b3 Nd8! The best move of the 
game, halting White's attack. 20 c4 
Ne 21 Bd2 b4 22 Rh4 fxe4 23 
dxe4 Nxg5 24 fxg5 h5 25 Rd1 
Nc6 26 Qe2 Nc5 27 Ne3 Be6 
28 h3 Kg8 29 Nf1 Qf7 30 Bf4 
Qe7 31 Ng3 RxfA! This wrecks 
White's defences. 32 Rxf4 Qxg5 
33 Q2 h4 34 Ne2 Bxh3 35 
Rxd6 Bg4 36 Rd2 h3 37 Qxc5 
Nf3+ 38 Bxf3 Qxc5+ 39 Nd4 
Bxd4+ 40 Kh1 Bxf3+ 41 Re- 
signs. An important win against last 
year's chaınpion. 


34 LEISURE 


Worth its weight in gold 


کر ان ۳ ن 


MLLUSTRATION. ANÎ HOBDAY 


highly valued cattle feed. Even the 
people once toasted and ate them, 
or processed them for both a sweet 
syrup and a reputedly good brandy. 
The seeds are of such consistent 
size {they were used as a measure- 
ment of weight (herıce the "carat” 
for assessing gold). 

Islam's other great gift to the area 
is the fig. One particular local 
variety, an oblong black fruit with 
yellow flesh, was once famous 
throughout Europe, The fig tree is 
cropped four times over the late 
summer, the first harvest having 
the highest commercial value. Even 
in the 12th century, the Muslim 
scholar Edrisi comnnmented on their 
exquisite flavour and described how 
they were exported throughout the 
West. Now the only fruits remaining 
on the trees are hard and inedible, 
but the trees’ yellowing foliage still 
swims with a rich, sugary odour, re- 
minding us of what has passed and 
what will come again. 


tion in the early Middle Ages. In fact 
the region's name derives (ronı the 
Arabic Algharb — "the West". 
‘These Yemeni settlers had a sophis- 
ticated knowledge of dry cultivation 
and were perfectly equipped to 
make the poor stony soils of tlie 
region bloom witlı thelr new trees. 
Of these orlental introductions it 
is perhaps the evergreen carob that 
nıakes the largest mark on the 
autumn landscape. Their canopies 
of small, round, tough, holly-green 
leaves scoop oul deep wells of 
shadow on the baked Mediter- 
ranean hillsides and are apparently 
much favoured by livestock because 
of their relief from the burning sum- 
mer sun. No carob tree ever died of 
thirst, and the local farmers say they 
live for ever, thriving on land where 
no other commercially valuable tree 
would grow. They also produce an 
abundant crop of bean pods, known 
as St John's bread, whose flesh is 
rich in protein and sugars and a 


Mark Cocker 


IVEN its classlc combina 
tion of endless sunshine and 
glorious beaches it's not dif- 
ficult to see why developers tar- 
geted Portugal's south coast as a 
holiday playground for northern 
Europeans, Today Ihe region 
known as the Algarve absorbs the 
lion's share of the $2 billion that the 
country has earned annually from 
tourism since the 1980s. And who 
would want to (leny one of Western 
Europe's least wenlhy countries 
such a welcome revenue? 
Yet, cqually. few would argue that 
this development has not exacterl an 
aesthetic and environmental price 


orı the Algarve. Small filing porls 
which onte nUQGWU urouuU Lrielr 


natural dcejrwater harbours have 
sjıead across vast swalhs of the 
consl in ranks uf mass-produced 
villas ar apartments. Barren heacl- 
lands that privioıısly commanded 
sweeping views over the Atlantic 
now bristle with high-rise hotels, 
while a major holiday centre such as 
Lagos appears as an immense 
panorama of white-stuccocd con- 
crete. By night, froın across the bay, 
the place is a fantastic pageant of 
iwînkling lights: by day it has a pow- 
erful and glistening presence like a 
mass of well-oiled ınuscle. 

But the deepesl impression lefl 
by our visit was not of tourism's 
desecration of a traditional land- 
scape, but the striking juxtaposition 
of modern ancl medieval elenıenls, 
This spirit of the pas resides less in 
the architecture of the Algarve's 
historic towns as in its countryside, 
where the landscape is a patchwork 
of tiny walled orchards. Four trees 
— carob, fig, olive and almond — 
predominate in these groves. Even 
right in the heart of the tourist cen- 
tres, wherever there is a vestige of 
the original ground, these trees are 
sill growing, throwing out blos- 
soms each spring and fruits each 
autumn. 

They reflect a pattern of agricul 
tural production in the Algarve that 
dates back to the Muslim occupa- 


of 
play was exemplary. Instead 
taking the spade finesse, he ا‎ 
dumımy's diamond and exited 


ace and another spade. This WaS 


full deal: 
North 
46543 
YAKQJ2 
+4 غ‎ 
e]? 
West or 
3 i 
¥10986 a 
+ Q1053 4 
#1082 + 
South 
4 AQ987 
YNone ' 
'4KJ92 1, 
#AQG63' ` 
: 2 
` West won the king of spades, 
could.do nothing — a diamond exil 
would allow South to ruff in dum 
while discarding a club from 
‘Another club would be throw 
the fifth heart, and the dub 
would ensure the slam. A club 
fom West would ienve the 
powerless when the' nire WAS enî 
from dummy. lt might have elf 
uhlovely bidding — but It™88 "rg 


#6543 
YAKQJ2 
%4 
#95 


4 AQ987 
¥ None 

¢ K]J92 
#AQ63 


West led the ten of hearts. How 
would you plan the play? 

South's firat thought was to win 
the opening lead in dummy and fi- 
nesse the queen of spades, hoping 
for East to have the doubleton king. 
But even if this occurred, he would 
be stuck in hand after drawing 
trumps, and would need favourable 


.| positions in both hearts and clubs to 


succeed. So, he won the heart lead 
and boldly played three more 
rounds of the suit, discarding all his 
diamonds, Both opponents followed 
all the way in hearts, so South was 
sill in the dummy, ‘having lost no 
tricks. How would you now have 
continued? rS 

` Ag I sald earlier, good contracts 
present declarer with a number of 
options, and careful choices have'to 
be made. Once South had got rid'of 
all his diamonds on hearts, he was ` 
‘suddenly İn a good contract, and his 


Bridge Zia Manmood 


OULD you rather be declarer 

in a good contract or a terrible 
one? You may think this an odd 
question — of course, you'd prefer 
to be in a good contract, since you 
will have more chance of getting a 
plus score by making it. But from 
the potnt of view of the effort you 
have to put in, it's often a lot easier 
to be in a terrible contract, since 
these are a great deal easier to play. 
AÃ good contract will offer many 
plausible alternative lines, and 
choosing the right one is often diffi- 
cult, while in a terrible contract, you 
just have to shut your eyes and pray 


'| for a miracle. That was South's posi- 


tlon on this deal from rubber 
bridge. He picked up these cards: . 


4AQ987 VNone ¢ KJ 924 AQ63 


and heard his partner open 1¥. He 
responded the obvious 1#, and wags 
raised to 24 by North. Now, you or I 
might explore scientifically with a 
bid of 3#, or perhaps 3¢, but this 
South had no time for such niceties, 
Fortified by an optimistic outlook 
on life and his third glass of cham- 
pûgne, he settled matters. with. a 
jump to 6# and awaited the dummy. 
It ‘was not eéxactly. the stuff of 
dreams: - 


Quick crossword NO. 446 


Across 


5 Manchester 
United's football 
ground (3,8) 

7 Nirnble (4) 

8 Purple or violet 
gemslone (8) 

9 Game — Insect 


13 Sirange — 
card-game (5) 

14 Odd (7) 

16 Violent criticism 


(8) 
17 Courage neadecdl 


~— by chickens (4) 
18 First man In 
space (4,7) 2 : 
0 10 Graveyard {8} | Last week's solution 
Down 12 Exparlence {7) 2 
E 1 Crest (5) q USB UGOGL 
ا‎ 
e ge iT DS) Suna An} 
iresh water — or Saan Bnfa ia 
sa water? (7). MH [1 E] 4 iM Û 
3 Frequently {5) - - | enan _sanina 
Br he EEE lûcaounod GoıBou f 
ی‎ LAN E U i 1 N 11 
HOG dN IGuUMQuE 
DO U Û GÛU Û 
[DIEIMIOIRISTTIRIAITIEÎ 


